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n
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ash
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et N

oodle 
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unishm

ent 

B
y A
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u
ch

w
a
ld

 
P

resident F
ord has com

e out w
ith 

a very tough program
 against crim

e. 
H

is m
essage to C

ongress took care of 
every type of felony except w

hiter 
co

llar crim
e. 

I 
thought 

th
is w

as 
a
n
 o

v
e
rsig

h
t u

n
til I ta

lk
e
d
 to

 a
 

W
hite H

ouse 
aide 

w
h
o
 said

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t w

as still w
o
rk

in
g
 o

n
 h

is 
w

hite-collar crim
e program

. 
,"T

h
e ad

m
in

istratio
n
 is g

o
in

g
 to

 
get very tough on w

hite-collar crim
e," 

the aide told m
e. 

"W
hat .do you plan to do?" 

"W
ell, any com

pany that gives il-
leg

al cam
p
aig

n
 co

n
trib

u
tio

n
s to

 a 
p
o
litical p

arty
 w

ill lo
se its p

riv
ate 

plane privileges for tw
o w

eeks." 
"T

hat's good," I said. "W
hat about 

executives w
ho overcharge the gov-

ernm
ent for defense w

ork?" 
"W

e're taking a hard line on that. 
A

ny 
com

pany executive w
ho over-

charges the governm
ent m

ore than 
$5 m

illion w
ill be fined $50 or have  

to go to traffic school three nights a 
w

eek." 
"T

hat w
ill m

ake him
 think tw

ice. 
S

uppose an oil com
pany juggles its 

books and cheats .consum
ers out of 

m
illions of dollars?" 
"It could never happen," the aide 

said
. "B

u
t if it d

id
, th

at co
m

p
an

y
 

w
ould be forbidden to advertise on 

T
V

 football gam
es for one year." 

"W
ill you propose any punishm

ent 
for grain officials w

ho sell m
illions 

of tons ,of rotten w
heat abroad?" 

• 
"W

e certainly w
ill. A

ny grain of-
ficial convicted of selling bad w

heat 
w

ill lo
se h

alf h
is tax

 reb
ate fo

N
 

1975." 
"W

hat about m
en in high govern-

m
ent positions w

ho abuse the public 
trust and accept graft from

 crooked 
contractors?" 

"T
he P

resident w
ill refuse to ap-

p
o
in

t th
em

 
to

 th
e U

.S
. S

u
p
rem

e 
C

ourt." 

"H
e really

 so
u
n
d
s lik

e h
e m

ean
s 

business," I said. 
T

he aide said "W
hite-collar crim

e 
is a can

cer o
n
 o

u
r so

ciety
 an

d
 w

e 
can

n
o
t to

lerate it in
 a d

em
o
cratic 

system
. T

he P
resident has asked the 

Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t to

 ro
o
t it o

u
t 

and m
ake exam

ples of the m
en w

ho 
w

ould flout the law
." 

"I g
u
ess th

at in
clu

d
es th

e d
ru

g
 

co
m

p
an

ies th
at fix

 p
rices am

o
n
g
 

them
selves?" I asked. 

"O
f course. P

rice-fixing is one of 
the w

orst of all w
hite-collar crim

es 
b
ecau

se it h
its ev

ery
o
n
e w

h
ere it 

hurts m
ost—

in the pocketbook." 
"S

hould drug com
pany officials go 

to jail?" 
"O

nly if they refuse to prom
ise 

not to do it again." 
"N

o
w

 w
h
at ab

o
u
t sto

ck
 frau

d
 

w
h
ere so

m
eo

n
e steals th

e sav
in

g
s 

of w
idow

s and orphans?" 

"W
e think the w

idow
s and orphans 

should be given probation." 
"N

o, I m
eant the m

en w
ho per-

petrated the stock frauds." 
"W

e believe those m
atters should 

be settled out of court." 
"H

as the P
resident m

ade any pro-
vision in his w

hite-collar crim
e m

es-
sag

e fo
r real-estate o

p
erato

rs an
d
 

developers w
ho sell faulty housing 

and w
orthless land?" 

"Y
es. A

ny real-estate operator or 
developer caught defrauding a buyer 
w

ill n
o
t b

e p
erm

itted
 to

 b
u
y
 ,U

.S
. 

governm
ent bonds for one year." 

"T
hat's w

hat I call law
 and order. 

N
ow

 one m
ore question. W

hat pen-
alties are y

o
u
 ask

in
g
 fo

r a g
o
v
ern

-
m

en
t ag

en
cy

 th
at m

o
n
ito

rs y
o
u
r 

m
ail, b

reak
s in

to
 y

o
u
r h

o
u
se, tap

s 
your phone and reads your IR

S re-
turn w

ithout perm
ission?" 

"W
e are not asking for any." 

"W
hy not?" 

"T
he P

resident 
considers them

 
crim

es of passion." 
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