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F

ord's 'O
pen D

oor' A
dm

inistration 
A

 dram
atic shift from

 the N
ixon era 

o
f ex

clu
sio

n
ary

 p
o
litics to

 an
 "o

p
en

 
door" F

ord adm
inistration is now

 be-
ing plotted by G

erald F
ord's intim

ates 
w

ith this sym
bolic capstone: an offer 

to S
en. H

ubert H
 H

um
phrey of a m

a-
jor post in the F

ord adm
inistration. 

H
u
m

p
h
rey

, th
e 1

9
6
8
 D

em
o
cratic 

presid.ntial nom
inee, is perceived by 

som
e of V

ice P
resident F

ord's key ad-
v
isers as th

e b
est p

o
ssib

le D
em

o
crat 

for inclusion in F
ord's new

-style gov-
ern

m
en

t. T
h
at n

ew
 sty

le w
ill em

p
h
a-

size an open W
hite H

ouse door, genu-
in

e b
ip

artisan
sh

ip
 in

 fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

 
and reconciliation w

ithin the R
epubli-

can P
arty. 

T
h
is is a

 d
e
a
th

 se
n
te

n
c
e
 fo

r th
e
 

royal attributes of the N
ixon era w

ith 
pervasive O

val O
ffice political dom

i-
n
an

ce an
d
 rem

o
ten

ess fro
m

 b
o
th

 R
e-

p
u
b
lican

s an
d
 D

em
o
crats o

n
 C

ap
ito

l 
H

ill. A
n
 o

ffer to
 o

ld
 p

ro
 D

em
o
crat 

H
um

phrey, m
oved by tim

e and events 
to

 th
e d

eep
 cen

ter fro
m

 th
e o

u
ter left 

w
ing of his party, is seen by som

e F
ord 

operatives as the obvious catalyst for 
reconciliation, even if he turned dow

n 
the offer. 

T
h
e n

ew
 sty

le in
 p

o
litics w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

sum
m

ed up by P
resident F

ord's offer 
o
f th

e v
ice p

resid
en

cy
 to

 N
elso

n
 A

. 
R

ockefeller. A
s perceived by longtim

e 
F

o
rd

 ally
 M

elv
in

 R
. L

aird
 an

d
 o

th
er 

centrist R
epublican leaders, nom

inat-
in

g
 th

e w
o
rld

 fam
o
u
s R

o
ck

efeller 
w

ould achieve notable objectives: reas-
su

ran
ce to

 fo
reig

n
 co

u
n
tries; resto

ra-
tio

n
 o

f a tru
ly

 n
atio

n
al R

ep
u
b
lican

 

P
arty w

ith an anchor in liberal N
orth-

east fo
r th

e first tim
e sin

ce 1
9
6
4
; fi-

nessing the F
ord succession problem

 
(R

ockefeller, 66, w
ould be too old to 

run for P
resident in 1980). 

R
o
ck

efeller ad
v
o
cates, in

clu
d
in

g
 

L
aird, advance one other m

ajor asset: 
R

ockefeller and his vast political and 
financial resources could tap valuable 
new

 talent to a corrupted national gov-
ernm

ent that has becom
e the target of 

cynical sneers. 
F

o
rd

's o
w

n
 staff is sm

all an
d
 o

b
v
i-

ously inexperienced in the business of 
running the country. N

ow
 being eyed 

as h
ig

h
 lev

el o
p
erativ

es in
 th

e F
o
rd

 
W

hite H
ouse are a handful of experi-

enced R
epublicans w

ho, one w
ay or an-

o
th

er, ran
 afo

u
l o

f th
e N

ix
o
n
 p

alace 
guard. 

O
ne is R

obert E
llsw

orth, the form
er 

K
ansas congressm

an w
ho w

as hounded 
off the W

hite H
ouse staff in 1969 by H

. 
R

. H
ald

em
an

 an
d
 o

n
ly

 recen
tly

 re-
turn to W

ashington as A
ssistant S

ec-
retary of D

efense for International S
e-

cu
rity

 A
ffairs. H

e m
ay

 b
e b

ro
u
g
h
t 

back in+
o a top job in the F

ord W
hite 

H
o
u
se p

erh
ap

s as d
irecto

r o
f th

e O
f-

fic
e
 o

f M
a
n
a
g
e
m

e
n
t a

n
d
 B

u
d
g
e
t 

(O
M

B
) O

thers being eyed for top posts 
are form

er S
en. C

harles G
oodell of 

N
ew

 Y
ork, w

hose cam
paign for re-elec-

tion w
as sabotaged by the N

ixon O
val 

O
ffice. and D

onald R
um

sfeld (now
 U

.S
. 

am
bassador to N

A
T

O
), w

ho as a presi-
dential counselor had his troubles w

ith 
the H

aldem
an-E

hrlichm
an 

S
ecretary

 o
f th

e In
terio

r R
o
g
ers 

M
o
rto

n
 is a stro

n
g
 p

o
ssib

ility
 fo

r 
W

hite H
ouse chief of staff. H

e never 

B
Y

 
Jeff M

aeN
elly 

h
as fitted

 em
o
tio

n
ally

 In
to

 th
e w

eird
 

political w
orld of R

ichard . N
ixon. E

f-
fectively sidelined by the O

val O
ffice, 

he 14 F
ord's close ally. 

T
he m

ajor objective of F
ord's politi-

cal frien
d
s n

o
w

 
pressing 

fo
r su

ch
 

sw
eeping changes is psychological: to  

end the N
ixon era not w

ith a w
him

per 
but w

ith a bang. E
ach of these m

oves 
is designed to rehabilitate and broaden 
the dangerously w

eakened R
epublican 

P
a
rty

 a
n
d
, a

t th
e
 s

a
m

e
 tim

e
, 

strengthen F
ord's posture as a national 

lead
er b

y
 g

iv
in

g
 h

im
, at least fo

r th
e 

first tw
o years, a leading D

em
ocratic 

ally in governm
ent. 

N
obody know

s w
hether F

ord w
ill go 

this far. S
tone-age conservative R

epub-
licans, for exam

ple, are irrevocably op-
posed to R

ockefeller. 
O

n M
r.nday night at the R

epublican 
C

ap
ito

l H
ill C

lu
b
. a sm

all g
ro

u
p
 o

f 
conservative congressm

en sw
ore to op-

pose R
ockefeller and vote against his 

co
n
firm

atio
n
. T

h
e p

rin
cip

al reaso
n
: 

R
ockefeller's refusal to support B

arry 
G

oldw
ater as nom

inee in 1964. T
hey 

flatly discount R
ockefeller's conspicu-

ous rightw
ard m

ove the past few
 years 

as a fu
tile effo

rt to
 ap

p
ease th

e co
n
-

serv
ativ

es an
d
 are in

sistin
g
 o

n
 G

o
v
. 

R
onald R

eagan of C
alifornia. 

B
ut anti-R

ockefeller anim
us is nei-

th
e
r d

e
e
p
 n

o
r 

w
id

esp
read

. C
lark

e 
R

eed, right-w
ing M

ississippi R
epubli-

can
 ch

airm
an

 an
d
 o

n
e o

f th
e p

arty
's 

tap D
ixie operatives, told us R

ockefel-
ler w

ould be "acceptable" (though he 
m

uch prefers a conservative). 
H

ardline R
epublicans oppose m

ore 
than R

o
ck

efeller T
h
ey

 w
an

t cosm
etic 

rather than dram
atic political change 

betw
een the N

ixon and F
ord eras, risk-

in
g
 an

 ev
er-sh

rin
k
in

g
 

R
epublican 

P
arty

. F
o
rd

's m
o
re pragm

atic advisers, 
led by L

aird, have not only the better 
argum

ent but the inside track today. 
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