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Ford Scores -
Committee for

Lack of Detail

By Jules Witcover
Washington Post Staff Writer

+ CANTON, Ohio, July 27—
Vice President Gerald R.
Ford today branded the
House Judiciary Commit-
‘tee’s impeachment proceed-
ings “a travesty” for not
having produced more
specific charges against Pres-

ident Nixon in proposed ar- .

ticles of impeachment.
'Stepping up his attack on
the committee, which is ex-
- pected to vote articles of im-
peachment by a wide mar-
gin, Ford told a press confer-
ence here that the money
spent by the committee on
its inquiry has been “wasted
if they can’t do better in the
drafting of, the” articles of
- impeachment than they
have done so far.”

“You would think thataf-
ter spending about $1.5 mil-
lion under Mr. (John) Doar
and Mr. (Albert) Jenner,
they could come up with
a page or two of specific
charges,” Ford said.
~ Noting that in earlier im-

" peachment - proceeding
against federal judges, spe-

cific charges were drawn up-

in the - articles, the Vice
President said, “It ' just
amazes me” that President
Nixon was not being give
 the same treatment. . . -
“The committee appar-
-ently, or a majority of the
committee, is not doing in
this ‘case what was done in
.the past in impeachment
cases,” he said. “I think it’s
a travesty that they are
not.” . ) ‘
Ford, after earlier calling
for the impeachment pro-
ceedings- to be expedited in
fairness to' Mr. Nixon, thus
joined the fight of Republi-
cans on the committee to
have more specific articles
drawn, a - procedure that

might cause some delay in
getting the impeachment is-
sue to the floor of the
House. "

But Ford denied he had
worked out any plan  with
the President on how to
deal with or criticize the Ju-
diciary Committee. He re-
peated thaf he is convinced
Mr. Nixon is innocent.

. The Vice  President also
reiterated his concern that
what he called “partisan. at-
tacks” on the President by
some Democrats on the com-
mittee were delaying the
proceedings, and hence
“conceivably” encouraging a
foreign power to take advan-
tage of the domestic situa-
tion.

As he has been the last
two days, Ford was notably
more gentlé in his remarks

about Republicang on the
committee who have indi-
cated they would vote for
impeachment _articles. He
said he was “disappointed”
at their position but' when
asked if he would campaign
for ‘their re-election, Ford
said he would do so if his
schedule permits. &
_ Asked whether his dis.
pleasure with the way ‘the
impeachment ' proceedings
were being handled wag'so
strong he would resign if
the President is impeached,
Ford said he woild not, and
would take the oath of of-
fice succeeding Mr. Nixop. -
The Vice President was
here to review the 'annual
Pro Foothall ‘Hall of Fame
barade and ‘to officiate™at
the enshrinement cerémo.
nies of those-elected to the
Hall of Fame. R
Today’s  festivities were .
marred by the players’
strike against the National
Football = Leagye owners,
ducing an exhibition" game
between the  Buffalo ‘Bills
and the St. Louis ‘Cardinals
to a rookies’ Scrimmage,
Ford did not “attend ‘the
game and in his pre-game
.bress conference the former
University of Michigan foot-
ball - player sidestepped
questions about' how ‘he
Stood on the players <idee
mands. He did put in a plug
for a speedy resolution, how-
ever, in behalf of the fans,
whom he: called “grassoots
Ameriea” and more impog-.
tant than either the players
or the owners.. . PR
At the ceremonies, -Ford
said that. as a former player
the recognition the new Han
“probably deep down in my
of . Famers :Were. receiving
heart I would have rather
received than the office I
10w 0ld.” He noted the.
late President Lyndon - B,
Johnson was quoted as say-
ing “there . was -nothing
wrong with Jerry Ford.-.ex.
cept that he played footbhall
too long without a helmet,”
but said with or without a
helmet, “I was honored 1o
play.” ; ol
The . official emphasis to- .

.day was on foothall, but the

plight of: -the .Republican
Party in the post-Watergate
era clearly was not driven
from Ford’s mind. As “he
stood in the reviewing stand
watching the’ parade, a very
sad-faced clown came b
The Vice President turned

‘to Rep. Ralph S. Regula (R--

Ohio), the local House mem-
ber, and said: “There goes
another Republican ex-con-

gressman.” - .



