Vice President Feels Judiciary Impeachment Bill a ‘Possibility?

ltord Sees House Sidiné With

By Carroll Kilpatrick
) Washington Post Staff Writer
SAN CLEMENTE, Calif,,

said today after meeting with

vote to impeach the President.

dent _ because
“preponderance of the evi-
dence favors the President.”
The Vice President charged
that some Judiciary Commit-

tee members had reached con. the President and Vice Presi-;

;clusions “even before evidence
.was submitted.”

Ford spoke Friday night in
nearby Anaheim at a Republi-

about 1,000 persons paid $125
each to hear him.

After his meeting with the
President, at which they dis-
cussed the economy, Ford
cited Friday’s stock market
upturn as one indication of re.

of ‘a week of more favorable
economic news.

resources to fight
and build a stronger economy,
‘Ford said. While they have
met six times this week they
have not
Watergate or impeachment,
‘the Vice President said.

But his analysis of the com-

July 183—Vice President Ford

President Nixon that: he is
confident the House will not

House will side with the Presi-l
the|

can fund-raising dinner where,!

mittee and House 'prospects
parallels views expressed ear-
lier at the White House as rep-
resenting the  President’s

thinking. -

today, however, in a meeting

Ford said that there is ajWIth reporters. They had been

“possibility” the House Judici- | I??;:“;?d ol uconference

i ge-
ary Committee will vote a bill | "1 ) h‘n(li b‘md ad ?rr??be
lof impeachment, but he said!men ¥ DEET HIAGE SoF ity

he felt “strongly” that the ithe lawn outside the Presi-'

jdent’s office. -

¢ Just before Ford appeared,
however, Paul Miltich, the
| Vice President’s press secre-
tary, announced that questions
would be limited to matters

dent had discussed this morn-

ling. ;
| When Ford was asked why
|the restrictions had been

iplaced on questions, he said
ihe did not know there were
lany. He added that with the
‘permission of “Mr. Ziegler
iand Mr. Miltich” he would an-
Iswer any questions. '

; Press Secretary Ronald L.
i Ziegler won in the end, how-
lever. After nervously watch-
ling the performance about 15
i minutes, he whispered to Mil-

newed confidence at the endtich to end the conference, |
{which Miltich promptly did.
i Bul bhefore the questions!
The President is firmly de- ;were cut off, Ford had taken§
termined to use all available |several questions on delicate!
inflation |issues and at one point hadl
made it clear he {hought the]
. President should abide by any:
re-;
once  discussed 'garding the special prosecu-!

Supreme  Court decision
Pior’s subpoena of additional
tape recordings.

Ford said he had not

fcussed the pending Supreme
Court decision with the Presi-
dent but that he assumed that
any citizen would abide by the

Ford demonstrated his inde-| 18R court’s

pendence of the White Housé

Nixon on that point.

dis-:

ruling. - White

House spokesmen have studi- comment further since the
ously avoided committing Mr.| matter. is still before the
that « ; : courts.

at “the jury has carried out White - House spokesmen

The only comment

would make on the conviction
Friday of former presidential
aide John D. Ehrlichman was
that
its constitutional responsibil-
ity.” He

likewise declined further. com-
Ford| ment. (When former Attorney

‘the jury has carried out

said he would not

; 9

T :

Nixon :

F 1
Geperal John N. Mitchell 4nd
former Commerce Secretgry
Maurice H. Stans were acquit-
ted of conspiracy and obstruec-
tion of justice last April in a
case involving a $200,000 se-
cret campaign. contribution
from financier Robert I..
Vesco, the White House said,
“The President is very pleased
for the two men and their
families.”)



