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Vice President Ford said to-
day the full package of evi-
dence released by the House 
Judiciary Committee would 
clear President Nixon "of any 
impeachable offense." 

At a brief news conference 
en route to the Atomic Energy 
Commission's Los Alamos Sci-
entific Laboratory, Ford said: 

"I think the evidence as a 
whole—the new evidence as 
well as the old evidence—
clearly exonerates the Presi-
dent of any involvement in 
the break-in, or in any ITT or 
milk fund • impeachable of-
fense. 

"And I think the preponder-
ance of the evidence—all of it 
—is in favor of the President 
and exonerates him of any im-
peachable offense," he added. 

Later, speaking to the Na-
tional Lieutenant Governors' 
Conference in Santa Fp, Ford 
said a "behind-the-scenes ef-
fort" by federal bureaucrats 

Says 11/3 
By Car l Gragl 

been launched "to kill general 
revenue sharing." 

"They want to help recap-
ture the money and authority 
lost through governmental de-
centraliation," Ford said. 

The Vice President de-
parted from his prepared text 
to make the assertion. Mary-
land Lt. Gov. Blair Lee III 
said during a question period 
that he had "heard the rumors 
of a mounting conspiracy to 
do away with general revenue 
sharing" and asked Ford to 
identify those behind the ef-
fort. 

Ford replied that federal bu-
reaucrats and -"a number of 
trade associations that justify 
their own jobs in Washington" 
are behind what he called the 
"quiet but sinister effort." 

The Vice President said he 
felt compelled to call atten-
tion to the possibility because 
"I fear that it will surface too 
late. I'd rather be prepared 
for the battle rather than 
caught napping." 

tit r 014 kat,  alg-itlyie wik 
and Washington lobbyists has The bulk of Ford's prepared 

text was on new federalism 
and ecentraliation of govern-
mental powers. he was inter-
rupted by applause when he 
asserted: "Americans must 
never be reduced to computer-
ied robots by a single center 
of power." 

Although not mentioning 
Watergate by name, he de-
fended his jourriies of 100,000 
miles since December and 
said, "It would be a mistake 
for federal officials in Wash-
ington to isolate themselves 
from those who pay their sala-
ries and hold them responsi-
ble." 


