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`T
he V

ice N
iesident H

as. B
ecom

e M
r. W

hitew
ash' 

A
s the H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
ittee 

nearest the end of the im
peachm

ent in-
quiry, V

ice P
resident G

erald F
ord w

as 
still slav

ish
ly

 d
efen

d
in

g
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
's 

debasem
ent of the governm

ent as en-
thusiastically as he did at the tim

e the 
hearings began m

any m
onths ago. In-

stead of becom
ing M

r. C
lean, the V

ice 
P

resident has becom
e M

r. W
hitew

ash. 
O

ne of F
ord's proudest boasts is, "I 

am
 th

e first E
ag

le S
co

u
t V

ice P
resi-

dent of the U
nited S

tates." L
oyalty is, 

and should be, a concern of all scouts, 
b
u
t th

e sco
u
t co

d
e d

o
es n

o
t p

u
t p

er-
sonal loyalties ahead of loyalty to coun-
try

. N
o
t lo

n
g
 ag

o
, th

e V
ice P

resid
en

t 
w

as asked, if he could do just one thing 
for the A

m
erican people, w

hat he w
ould 

,choose to do. H
is answ

er w
as restora-

tion of "public credibility and faith in 
o
u
r g

o
v
ern

m
en

t." H
as h

e m
et th

at,  
test? 

F
ord is, and probably alw

ays w
ill be, 

M
r. N

ice G
u
y
, fo

r th
at co

m
es n

atu
-

rally to him
; but, like m

any other V
ice 

P
residents, he seldom

 has stood up to 
th

e P
resid

en
t. H

e k
n
u
C

k
led

 u
n
d
er in

 
h
is first test o

n
 W

aterg
ate, an

d
 th

en
, 

after several faint intim
ations of inde-

pendence, he yielded again just as the 
im

p
each

m
en

t h
earin

g
s w

ere n
earin

g
 

their clim
ax. 

B
ack in D

ecem
ber, w

hen F
ord w

as 
sw

orn in as the first V
ice P

resident ap-
p
o
in

ted
 u

n
d
er th

e 2
5
th

 A
m

en
d
m

en
t, 

m
any R

epublicans had high hopes that 
he w

ould do for the party w
hat R

epub-
lican C

alvin C
oolidge did in the w

ake 
o
f th

e T
eap

o
t D

o
m

e scan
d
al o

f th
e 

W
arren H

arding •adm
inistration. W

hen 
H

arding suddenly died, C
oolidge be-

cam
e th

e ch
ief ex

ecu
tiv

e an
d
, as th

e 
M

r. C
lean of 1923, vigorously inves-

tig
ated

 th
e m

alefacto
rs o

f h
is o

w
n

 
p
arty

. A
s a resu

lt, th
e G

O
P

 m
ad

e a 
quick com

eback, w
ith C

oolidge w
in-

ning big in 1924. 
M

r. F
ord, how

ever, has show
n no in-

clination to em
ulate C

oolidge. O
n the  

contrary, he has tim
e, and again joined 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 in

 try
in

g
 to

 sh
o
v
e
 th

e
 

W
aterg

ate scan
d
al u

n
d
er th

e ru
g
. It 

m
ay be that he is sincere in saying he 

has no am
bition to becom

e P
resident. 

C
ertain

ly
 h

is d
o
g
g
ed

 d
efen

se o
f M

r. 
N

ixon's m
assive subversion of the gov-

ernm
ent w

ould seem
 to reinforce that 

claim
, for if the G

O
P

 hopes to w
in in 

1976 it -m
ist have a nom

inee w
hom

 the 
public can count on to clean house. S

o 
far at least, F

ord has show
n no zeal for 

th
at task

. In
 fairn

ess to
 F

o
rd

, it m
u

st 
be conceded that it is not easy for any 
V

ice P
resid

en
t to

 b
e h

is o
w

n
 m

an
. 

F
o

rd
's p

red
ecesso

r, S
p

iro
 A

g
n

ew
, 

surely w
asn't. T

he W
hite H

ouse used 
him

 as both a hatchet m
an and an ad-

m
in

istratio
n
 ap

o
lo

g
ist. M

o
reo

v
er, it 

lost no tim
e casting F

ord in the sam
e 

role. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t's m
en

 q
u
ick

ly
 sen

t 
' him

 out to defend M
r. N

ixon on W
ater-

g
ate an

d
 ev

en
 w

ro
te th

e sp
eech

 fo
r 

him
. T

hat w
as his initial F

arm
 B

ureau 
talk

 w
h
en

 h
e b

lam
ed

 th
e co

n
tin

u
o
u
s 

"o
rd

eal o
f W

aterg
ate" o

n
 "a few

 ex
-

trem
e partisans," such as the A

F
L

-C
IO

, 
A

D
A

 an
d
 o

th
er "p

o
w

erfu
l p

ressu
re 

groups." H
e didn't m

ention that m
uch 

o
r m

o
st o

f th
e ag

itatio
n
 fo

r M
r. N

ix
-

on's resignation w
as com

ing from
 som

e  

o
f th

e n
atio

n
's lead

in
g
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 
new

spapers and still is. 
A

 friendly press, still honeym
ooning 

w
ith

 th
e V

ice P
resid

en
t, h

as tried
 to

 
en

co
u
rag

e h
is o

ccasio
n
al effo

rts to
 

show
 a little independence, but w

hen 
M

r. N
ixon w

histles F
ord com

es run-
ning and invariably em

erges from
 the 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se ech

o
in

g
 h

is m
aster's 

voice, especially on W
atergate. C

om
-

p
are h

is v
o
ice w

ith
 th

at o
f S

en
s. L

o
-

w
ell W

eicker, Jam
es B

uckley, E
dw

ard
.  

B
ro

o
k
e, ev

en
 H

u
g
h
 S

co
tt, an

d
 o

th
er 

R
epublicans, w

ho have not hesitated to 
express their outrage over the corrup-
tion in the governm

ent. 
F

ord is a -law
yer. H

e know
s the C

on-
stitu

tio
n
 B

efo
re W

aterg
ate, n

o
b
o
d
y
 

m
ore pointedly asserted that im

peach-
m

ent need not be confined to narrow
 

crim
inal grounds, as M

r. N
ixon now

 in-
sists. R

ecently, the outpouring of docu-
m

en
tary

 ev
id

en
ce ag

ain
st th

e P
resi-

dent has been like an avalanche, but it 
still h

asn
't m

ad
e a d

en
t o

n
 th

e V
ice 

P
resident. 
A

fter being called to S
an C

lem
ente 

a w
eek or tw

o ago, F
ord em

erged from
 

a long seance w
ith M

r. N
ixon insinuat-

ing that the H
ouse Judiciary C

om
m

it-
tee w

asn't treating the P
resident fairly 

an
d
 p

red
icted

 th
e H

o
u
se as a w

h
o
le 

w
o
u
ld

 v
in

d
icate h

im
 b

ecau
se th

e 
"p

re
p
o
n
d
e
ra

n
c
e
 o

f th
e
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
" 

show
s he is innocent of any w

rongdo-
ing. 

T
h
at is th

e k
in

d
 o

f talk
 th

at m
ig

h
t 

be expected of Jam
es D

. S
t. C

lair, the 
P

resident's defense law
yer, ,b

u
t it is 

d
ep

ressin
g
 to

 h
ear it fro

m
 th

e m
an

 
w

ho, if he succeeds to the presidency, 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e ex

p
ected

 to
 resto

re m
o
ral 

leadership in the W
hite H

ouse and en-
force the highest standards of conduct 
on the entire governm

ent. 
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C
olum

nist Joseph A
lsop is on 

vacation. 


