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‘Watergate defendant
Frank Sturgis has said that
he participated in the break-
in at Democratic National

Headquarters and pleaded .

guilty to that burglary be-
cause it was “secretly spon-
sored by a government intel-
ligence agency.”

The circumstances that
led to that belief were
spelled out by Sturgis in a
six-page affidavit filed in

- U.S. District Court Tuesday
in support of his attempts to
change his guilty plea to in-
nocent.

Martinez, Barker and Vir-
gilio Gonzalez were sched-
uled to file their affidavits
vesterday, but the docu-
ments were refused at éo
court because they were not
notarized. Officials said they
probably would be filed to-
day.

In the affidavit, Sturgie
told how he was recruited
for the operation by code-
fendant Bernard L. Barker,
and followed the directions
of Barker, and codefendants
E. Howard Hunt Jr. and
James W. McCord at various
stages of the Watergate
scandal before, during and
after his arrest.

Sturgis said he had known
Barker since the Bay of Pigs
invasion and knew Hunt was
connected with that inva-
sion, but had not met Hunt
until 1972,

“Either in early 1972 or
late 1971, Mr. Barker told
me he was
again,’” and was working
with Hunt, Sturgis said.

i

‘operational .

“Mr. Barker told me that
he was anticipating that
there would be renewed: ef-
forts with respect tothe lib-
eration of Cuba and I recall
one occasion at which I was
present in Mr. Barker’s of-
fice when he made a tele-
phone call to the White
House,” he continued.

Sturgis told how he in-
formed Mr. Barker about a
recently exiled Cuban who
had worked with the Castro
family, and told him she
might have information that
would be interesting to the
U.S. Barker - allegedly then
arranged a meeting between
the woman and a person
that he claimed was a U.S.
government official.

“The actual operations I
participated in at the re-
quest of Mr. Barker con-
sisted of attending the dem-
onstration in connection
with the funeral services of
(FBI director) J. Edgar Hoov-
er and the two. entries at
the Watergae Democratic
Headquarters,” Sturgis said.

‘Before that Hoover dem-
onstration, Sturgis elaims,
Barker asked him if he
would assist in some opera-
tions that “involved national
security.” No details were
given, but Barker said that
Sturgis’ participation would
have to be “cleared” with
someone else.

“At some later point, M.
Barker advised me that I
had been cleared,” Sturgis
said. :

It was around this time
that Sturgis claimed he
learned of the participation
in these events of FEugenio
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R. Martinez, whose partici-
pation bolstered his beliefs
that the covert operation
may be a Central Intelli-
gence Agency plan.

“It was my belief based
upon my own observaions
during the years following
the Bay of Pigs invasion
that Mr. Martinez was work-
ing for and being directly fi-
nanced by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency as opposed
to my own situation which
involved the agency’s knowl-

‘edge and approval of my op-

erations and their indirect
financing of them,” Sturgis
said in his affidavit.

Sturgis said he was told
by Barker ‘that he was
needed at the Hoover fu-
neral because demonstrators
were planning to desecrate
Mr. Hoover’s casket, and
that he should “offer resist-
ance if such an attempt was
made.”

His arrest after a scuffle
with a demonstrator and his
subsequent release indicated
the plan was government ap-
proved, he said.

Sturgis admitted in the af-
fidavit that he had the
“assigned role ... of look-
out” at the Watergate break-
in, He said he knew nothing
about the purpose of the
break-in other than claims
by participants that they
were attempting to find and
photograph documents that
“pertained to Cuban commu-
nist money going into the
Democratic campaign.”

Upon their arrest, McCord
assumed the role of their
leader and ordered them not
to talk. “Particularly,” Stur-

etracts Guilty Plea

gis said, “he instructed us .

not to say anything to any
agént of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.”

He said the subsequent
appearance of attorneys who
did not request fees and pe-
riodic payments to him by
Barker indicated the opera-
tion was still covert.

The guilty. plea of Hunt
confirmed his belief that the
operation was government-
approved, Sturgis said.

“T accepted his decision to
plead guilty as part of a
plan and believed that we
were to follow suit,” he said.

Meanwhile Tuesday,

Watergate Special Prosecu-
tor Archibald Cox opposed
attempts by Hunt and the

“ four Miami defendants in

the Watergate case to be re-
leased on bond pending fi-
anl senencing. )

“Each defendant.. .has a
prior history that indicates
the repeated use of aliases,
false identifications and
false documents,” Cox said
in papers filed here.” The
defendants would continue
to have access to such
phony credentials or could
obtain new ones, thereby
“increasing  immeasurably
the risk of flight,” he said.



