Ar‘rested Soldier of Fortune

ByL arl Bernstein
Washington Post Staff Writer

In US. Distriect Court
Thursday, Frank Sturgis—
also known as Frank Fiorini
—was described by a prose-
cutor as the most well-tray-
eled of the five men ar-
rested in the alleged plot to
bug the offices of the Demo-
cratic National Committee.

Contending that Sturgis
would be the most likely of
the five to flee, the prosecu-
tor successfully argued for a
second time Friday that
the 47-year-old soldier of for-
tune be denied a reduction
in the $50,000 bond that has
kept him inside the District
of Columbia jail since Satur-
day.

At the time of his arrest,
Sturgis was carrying a birth
certificate, two driver’s li-
censes and a social security
card—all in the name of‘Ec_i-
Wa}gﬂ Joseph Hamilton.

ince , when he disap-
peared on a hunting trip in
the Dismal Swamp of North
Carolina, Sturgis has de-
monstrated a propensity for
dropping out of sight and
then showing up in strange
places at strange times.

In 1958, after his wife and
friends in Norfolk reported
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him missing, Sturgis unex-
pectedly appeared in an As-
sociated Press wirephoto
from Cuba. It showed him
standing over the mass
grave of 75 executed follow-
ers of Fulgencio Batista. He
had joined the rebel army of
Fidel Castro in the hills of
Oriente Province.

A _year later, Sturgis
landed a plane in Miami
with the chief of Castro’s air

corps, Maj. Pedro_ Diaz

Valready had his American

H(jg éerved in Castro Army

Lanz, and immediately
joined the Cuban exile cam- |
paign against Castro.

The campaign may or not
have taken him to the Bay
of Pigs (depending on whom
you listen to), definitely
landed him in Guatemala
(where he trained a guer-
rilla force of 23 Cuban ex-

iles), and eventually led to a
jail in British Honduras.

On that occasion, in 1968,
Sturgis told British authori-
ties that the boat on which
he and 10 companions were

arrested was on a voyage to
make a commando raid in
Cuba. However, the Mexican
captain of the craft claimed
that Strugis and his friends
had hijacked the boat.

. By that time, Sturgis had

citizenship  revoked (for
serving in a foreign army,
Castro’s), then restored
(with help from then Florida ,
Sen. George Smathers) had |
been arrested for making a
propaganda leaflet raid over
Havana with his old friend,
Diaz Lanz, and had acquired
the reputation of something
of an irresponsible adven-
turer among Cuban exile
leaders in Miami.

Miguel Acocd, a Washing-
ton Post special correspon-
dant who said he knew Stur-
gis “quite well” in Miami re-
called:

“Until 1967, when I last
saw him, Fiorini was part of
that band of seedy anti-Cas-
tro James Bonds living off
anti-Castro movements in
Florida, and getting money
from right-wing Texans and
Californians.”

Acoca said Sturgis was
“among those questioned by
the FBI after John Kenne-
dy’s assassination because of

‘ his activities. At one time

his Miami house was an ar-

' senal, complete with 20 mil-

limetter cannons.”
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Cuban exile leaders var-
iously described Sturgis as
unreliable, a romantic, a
seeker of publicity, a han-
ger-on constantly trying to
assert himself into whatever
intrigue he could find at the
moment. ’

The latest of his adven-
tures—notwithstanding the
break-in at Democratic Na-
tional Committee headquar-
ters—appears to have been
an attempt to drum up
Cuban exile support for
President Nixon’s decision
to mine the Haiphong har-
bor.

According to reliable ex-
ile sources in Miami, Sturgis

and another of the suspects

in the bugging case, Ber-
nard L. Barker, showed up
uninvited at a meeting
called to organize a demon-
stration supporting the Pres-
ident.

Both Barker and Sturgis
spoke at the meeting, the
particularly tried to assume
sources said, and Sturgis
a role of leadership in the
demonstration, claiming he
represented the interests of
exiles from “captive na-
tions.” He eventually ended
up driving one of the lead
trucks in a 200-vehicle con-
voy that was in the van-
guard of the demonstration,
the sources said.

Cubans in Miami reported
that Sturgis and Barker had
been attempting to organize
exile demonstrations at the
Democratic National Con-
vention next month, for the
purpose of embarrassing the
party.

“The problem in figuring
out Sturgis,” one Miami
newspaper reporter has
said, “is that you don’t know
how much of what you hear
about him is self-generated
and exaggerated, and what
is fact.”

The reporter cited Stur-
gis’ purported involvement
with the Central Intelli-
gence Agency as a case in
point. “There’s no question
he might have done some rel-
atively minor work for the
agency off and on,” the re-
porter said, “But some peo-
ple think he was once a big
wheel who organized guer-
rillas; and other people

think he was supposed to re--

prort. on Cubans who were

too wild for the CIA.”?
Separating fantasy, fact

and fancy, this much is defi-



nitely known about Krank
Sturgis, the stocky, wavy-
haired itinerent with an
equal fondness for jungle fa-
tgigues and white-on-white
shirts.

He was born Frank An-
thony Fiorini in Norfolk,
Va., worked as a bartender
and waiter and completed
two years of college at Old
Dominion College there.

During World War II, he
served as a- corporal in the
Marine Corps and report-
edly was wounded at Oki-
nawa. Following the war, he
served as a reserve lieuten-
ant in the Civil Air Patrol
and worked as a flight in-
structor at Glenrock Airport
in Norfolk.

In 1952, when his mother
(said to be a eripple in news-
paper reports) married

Ralph  Sturgis, Fiorini |
changed his name to Stur- |

gis.

His two-month disappear-
ance on that hunting trip in
1954 ended when Sturgis
turned up in San Diego. He
told police he remembered
little about the interval ex-
cept that it had been “too
late” for hunting, so he went

to a movie in Elizabeth City,
N.C., instead. Following the
movie, Sturgis said, he was
mugged and beaten by four
men.

By the time he showed up
in Cuba in 1958 (he became
interested in the revolution
when he attended a pro-Cas-
tro rally during his Miami
honeymoon a year earlier)
Sturgis was using the name
Fiorini again. In a letter date-
tains” of Cuba he wrote:

“My Darling Wife: It
breaks my heart to be away
from you but I cannot undo
what I started. I have gotten
myself a very good reputa-
tion with Fidel and—believe
it or not—he is a good
friend of mine.”

Following the march of
Castro’s rebels into Havana,
Sturgis claims that the new
premier made him overseer
of gambling in that city.
Some exiles say the claim is
true, others say Sturgis was
simply posted at one of the
casinos as a bouncer.

Soon after his return to
Miami from Cuba, Sturgis
and Bernard L. Barker—
identified in some reports as
the leader of the group ar-
rested inside the Democratic
National Committee offices
—became acquainted.

That relationship goes
back at least 11 years, ac-
cording to Sturgis’ lawyer,
Joseph A. Rafferty Jr.

Columnist Jack Anderson,
whom Sturgis has pre-
viously supplied with infor-
mation and who yesterday
offered to take legal custody
of the suspect, told report-
ers that “Frankie . . . said he
worked for Barker” when
they were arrested.

Meanwhile, Sturgis’ attor-
ney told a judge that his
client lives with a wife and
daughter in Miami, where
he earns $150 a week as a
salesman for an aluminum
company and owner of a sal-
vage firm. He argued that
Sturgis is a good candidate
for reduction of bond and
urged that he be released to
the custody of Anderson or
Barker’s'- daughter, . Marie
Elena Moffett of Washing-:
ton. '

The Barkers and the Stur-
gises often play pinochle to-
gether, Mrs. Moffett said.



