-+ . than-had . previously ~been ire-/:

been much morewwidespread =?

portedr-.m_-.
-‘The - former. - agent, - ATthur}:

NY, told T e . New * “York|®
m——'nmes -in-an-interview-that-fm-|

portant” figures in the (FBIi|- §

- even - tried . to——persuadeﬂoom- -

“ Murtagh, a: 51-year—old lawyer|::
‘now -practicing+in.~Constable;|':"

Fes

3

AT e

o
¥}

":fnunltyfleedem in-Atlants-that| = - i Sy A
Tbe Rev.Dr Mﬂrﬁn Lutba' King I leaVingtbe ofﬁceau—zdgnt Hooverﬂ:ftumfer-f 1.
Nobel M with, the F.B.I.”direcﬁ)'r on° Dec. 1, 1964..Dri-

= they should not attend & ban-|..
~—quet_ﬂzat_washeld to_honor Dr.
"King after he won the-
: ace)nzeJnJ964 _The:persu-|

Vaiion_mas_said to-have“included!
. .the buneau ‘had]

T Mr. Murtagh retired from tbe
----bureau-in _September,: 1971,: lf-
= ter 21 “yedrs of service,’ includ-
- ing 11 years-in the Atlanta_of-
fice. His account to The Times
""has been corfirmed - in’ lnter-‘
- g mws thh various mdependent

’I‘he fact tRat Dr. Klng’x tele-!

- phone. was . tapped—~has. been’
‘—well established. "It - was—dis-'
closed ‘n :1968 Whﬂe Senator

for the Democrauc Pre
—'nommatlon )

Afteer—Keunedrwamur
dered in-early June, /1968, - his!
- former associates said that the
——tap was ‘installed :when Mr.
Kennedy. as.Attorney General,
ulesced-in—1063-to—J-—Edgar

~———seq

"f:' authority to- tap.:-Mr. Hoover
argued that Dr. King had asso-

~ who _sought - to -use the:civil
_rights movement _against-:the
" best interésts . of the United

' States.

In 1969, the tap on D. ng

- was further-described briefly_in

" court _hearings- involving .. the

- draft - violation* comviction - of’

; heavywexght boxing ‘champion.
———. These brief glimpses: made it
" clear that tbetap ‘was instituted.

in October, 1963;-and was con-
tinued at least:into 1965. There

- Were suggesmns that it lasted
——until 1968, ‘when Dr. King was!
o assassmatea - and, :the::bureau;

- has neverpgivcn any informa-!
je taps. TN !

"Martm Luther King became
the No, " bureau interest as
”*far agthé ~Atlanta office w4y
‘concernéd)"”, Mr, Murtagh “said.
The former agent w.
“~ber. of :the’ 15-man
__signed i to.the _seeurity—squad|.
. and it .was :this :group - that

? ‘The- former agent,_.who

descﬂba _himself ;as ~one -of
a half-dozen ‘liberals who sur-
vived: in tbe bureau to reach
retu'emen't gé; said He is'now
pre -his notes to write 2
book 'on ‘his . ‘experiences. ..
. “Mr. Murtagh- said he- retired
from the bureau-.on the ‘first
day he was “eligible."He was
very: critical .of: the bureau in
the _ Intervxews,»whxcm
held-at-his- home—-—— =

He " said _ thathe_ 'gr_\

|Hoover,-—as .-bureau:- director,
sought - the authonty .to . tap
Dr. King’s phones in -order to
get information-to destroy the
mvﬂ—nghts‘iexdemd‘sxlence
his-criticism of - th
alleged - failures to- investigate
hLlfe—‘eom I2is o
inst wl'ute law enforcement
icers in Albany, Ga fmm

believed com letely. - that - Mri

T 1963, == ==~
- Mr. Murtagh would not name
agents’ who took part in the
surveillance. He said -that he

believed they had "been taking
orders, and that to name them
now _would cause them un-

ideserved- embarrassment. .- He;

the surveillance because.he had
told the supervisof in charge
that_he beheved the tap was
xllegh] -

When asked to explain how
he could enforce such a refusal
lin a highly disciplined organ-
ization such as the F.B.I, Mr.
Murtagh said that he. had be-
come known as ‘a éritic of
some activities, and .thet his
work in the Atlanta office ‘was
valiable to the . agents . as-
signed to, diréct the office. "
h&e was’. the paymaster, and

‘“‘control,” for a network ‘of un-
dgrcover Anférmers -who were
“in. place” in black organiza-

tmns:thltwe—grm:lg—in
‘portance at_that time, He—seid.

for. le~that he was able
to—learn almost anything he

wanted¥0.know about thé op-
eration ‘of ‘the-Southern Christ-
lan Luéershx,p Con.ferenee:
whlch Dr.. King.headed.:

] Mr-- urtagh said he onee!
ichallenged the: agent ‘who ran
ithe :surveillance’to 8ay, whether
there: was justification for:.the
contention~ that: Dri-King was
involved with subversives—the
justification ., for_the. telephone
tap.._He_quoted-the—agent—
replying,” “I- would " try to tell
"Eﬁmaﬂaﬁ"ﬁf
wouldn’t try to tell it to you.

_Mr. :Murtagh. also.-said -that
the. extent of the electronic
surveillance’ was never well
understood outside limited cir-

cles within the bureau. He said
that it -went on for- at least

three years, and that more than
15006—&1, ephone—conversations|




were monitored. =~ - .
Previously published accounts

dicated .that - only three tele-
phones-were involved—those in
Dr. King’s home, at thé South-
ern Christian- Leadership Con-
ference ~offices in” Atlanta, and
at ‘an office in' New York that
was used by .the- person :that;
Mr. Hoover had. argued.was a
subversive attempting to misuse
Dr. King. It was this contention
that-caused Robert Kennedy to
approve the telephone tap. = -

Mr. Murtagh said that tele-
phones all over the " United
States-were tapped, and that it
'was. "not -uncommon-.for the

Atlanta. bureau to discover that
it had monitored & call, and that
the-other .end- of the call had
‘been .monitored by..a different
'listening - posti— 5~
-“The- surveillance ~was~mas-
sivéand complete,” Mr. Murtagh
said. “He couldn’t wiggle:-They
had him.” L L :
—Sources 'in Washington con-
firmed the broad outlines of Mr.

[

Murtagh's—description.—Thesel
tsources _confirmed "that—when
Dr. King left Atlanta, the F.B.I.
electronic . "surveillance .- went

with - hint, —and " YRAT WS tele-
phones in hotels in other cities
'were, : tapped, ~withreports - of
information. derived: from_these|
taps+fed-:into- Washington—as|:
was the Atlanta.data,’ .- "
-In another part of his inter-
view,. and again-in.a way that|
avoided the use of names, Mr.
Murtagh _said . that _after Dr.
King won. the Nobel Peace
Prize, the bureau made 2 well-
orchestrated -attempt -to- under-
mine thé success of thef‘ban_qugt
Tonor om Atlanta—— |
The ‘former agent said -that
persons—who—understood—hisT
critical . attitude - toward the
bureau’s activities.in the civil
rights—field told him that an
agent from. the Atlanta office
and—one_of - the_top_officials|
from Washington headquarters
had called on two religious
leaders and on the late Ralph

TH

Constitution, to-attempt to per-

suade them’not to_attend.he/

banquet. N ks
- Mr. Murtagh again would not
name “the agent or the head-

quarters -official._But. he_ _said}-

| ..the . morning .. after. the
i%aaéhingwhman arrived at the

‘Atlanta-offiee-the-agent-said-to

get him today. Hoover is going

to take care of King today.” . ..}

Mr. Murtagh, -“We’re going to|.

No Attack by Editor

Mr. Murtagh said that the|-
bureau had agents assigned ‘to|"

be the contact men for persons
such as newspaper editors, and
that the-man he quoted. had
been the contact for Mr, McGill,

This_agent took: the Washing-|
ton man' to_see. Mr._ McGill.and|.

the next day told Mr. Murtagh,

“I -guesg McGill will be taking|.

«care’ of King.” But the editor
made: no_attack_on _the _civil
rights leader, . .- k

While the death ‘of Mr. Mc-

Gill 'and the refusal of Mr..

B

Murtagh—to—name ~the~agents|
made - it-=impossible-—to—corro- |

borate his ‘story, ‘an’ interview
with Eugene Patterson, former
editor of ‘The -Constitution,
produced a recollection ‘that
parallels_the story told by Mr.
Murtagh. S :

.-Mr. Patterson, now. president

and publisherof The St Peters-|

burg1 (Fla.) ' Times, —said—that|
in the spring of 1964, he was
called .on by an F.BJI_agent,
whom he would not name. -

—“You people have been givin§ :

support to Martin Luther King,
Mr. Patterson quoted .the agent

as. saying..-“Don’t -you-owe:-it|

to your readers to tell them
what.kind .of man he is? Qur
information js' that while he
postures as a great moral leader,
he’is running around with wo-
men. Dont’ you think your read-
ers ought to know .this?” =
—*I_told -him we didn't run:a
keyhole-peeking’ 'newspaper,”

Mr. Patterson: remembered .say-|

ing._“I_told: him that. kind. of
‘thing-had-nothing” to do w»fh
the civil rights. movement.” -

. ... Urged Coverage....
- Mr, Patterson-said-the’agent
.told . him that Dr. ‘King would}
'meet a-woman at an airport in
Florida that weekend, and in-
sisted: that - ‘The. Constitution
send & reporter.and photogra-
pher to record the meeting.

- Mr. Patterson refused. Some
days later,;the agent returned
and -again- insisted . that .- “he
couldn’t~—~understand T why —a
newspaper: would not print the
news if -we - give it to you,”
Mr.: Patterson said..., == -
. A.day or so-later,” according
to."Mr. . Patteérson; the agent
called ‘and " said, “our’ informa-
tion-is-that-the-meeting-is - off
so-it's ‘a  good thing you didn’t
send anybody down there.”
In reflecting on the electronic
surveillance~of “-Dr.~King;~ Mr.
Murtagh said, “from _.all . the
things T saw it ‘appeared:td'me
to be a-‘get King” movemerit in
the bureau. It 'was triggered by
Hoover’s hatred.of ‘King as-a
result of-King's criticism of the
bureau back in *62 and ’63.” "
—He-also—said=that—he -was
somewhat ashamed—as—hé& re-
membered - that one. Saturday
night, when the King telephone
tap- had -been xa,&'} stence for
years;:he-agréed to_spend four
jor-five -Hours :marnning-the"lis-
tening post when another agent
had’ an-.emergency ithati fook

Bim “off ‘duty. - .
—don’t-really-know-why-I
agreéd - to b :it,” the::Said. T
gu tzis=that=you=go along
and:watch itirun 8nd:it-gets'so

yotrzreally: believe - this 1s' too
and - the }







