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Voices Confidence He Would
Be Upheld on Interpretation
of Executive Privilege

CHALLENGE ‘WELCOME’

President Hopes the Senate
Won’t Hold Up Nomination
of Gray ‘as Hostage’
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“WASHINGTON, March 15—
President Nixon suggested to-
day at a news conference that
the time may have come for
the Supreme Court to decide
the extent of a President’s right.
to ‘withhold information from.
Congress. Ce Y

The President also reaffirmed
his decision not to allow White
House aides to make formal aﬁ»—!
pearances before Congressional
committees and expressed con-
fidence that the Court, if asked,
would uphold his interpretation
of the unwritten doctrine of
executive privilege. [Question
12, Page 22.]

Asserting that his chief legal
coumsel, John W. Dean 3d, was
protected by “the Presidential
privilege,” Mr. Nixon said he
hoped that the Senate would
not hold the nomindtion of L.
Patrick Gray 3d to become di-
rector of the Federal Biireau-of
Investigation “as hostage” to
an appearance by Mr. Dean.
[Question 1.] :

Invitation Declined

The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee asked Mr. Dean this
week ‘to testify on the Gray
nomination, but the invitation
"was declined. -

Mr. Nixon declared that “for
the F.B.I. before a full
committee of the-Congress, to
furnish ‘raw files’ and then
have them leak out to the
press; I think could do inno-
cent people a great deal of
damage.” [Question 6.]

The President later charac-

. tral issue in his confirmation

. of California has called the

|

client relationship as well as

terized the Watergate bugging
case as “espionags bylene pol-
itical ‘organization” against: an-
other.” Previously, spokesmen
for the White House and the
Committee “for the Re-election
of the President had said that
the seven men indicted for the
bugging, including two Repub-
lican campaign officials and a
former White . House consuit-
ant, had been acting indepen-
dently. :
«political Sabotage”
Last week, Mr. Gray dis-
closed to the Judiciary Com-
mittee that Herbert W. Kalm-
bach, the President’s pers_onval
lawyer, had paid up to $40,000
to a man who reportedly ran a
“political sabotage” operation
for the Republicans during last
‘year’s campaign.
He said Mr. Kalmbach had
told Federal agents that he
had paid the money to Donald
H. Segretti, a California law-
yer, after conferring with
Dwight L. Chapin, the White

el
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the Presidential privilege,” in]
view of the fact that Mr. Dean'
also served as ‘“counsel to a
number of people on the White
House staff.’’ ‘
Nevertheless, he added, his
Administration.had*“not drawn
a curtain down.” He said that
Mr. Dean would “furnish infor-,
mation when any of it is re-|

quested provided it js pertinengiNorth Carolina, who will head
to theminvestigation.” the committee, said following
£ the=Senate wereto|the President’s statement that:
find -this arrangement unsatis-|“it is ridiculous to say that
factory,the said, and attempted|aides cannot be subpoenaed; to
to subpoena Mr. Dean or others|testify to wrongdoing of other
xeﬁiﬁﬁir .{[n”person, “we would|aides” in the executive: branch,

1t. : tH)

“Perhaps this is the time to or anyoge BG:

have the highest court of this ‘0.P. Comment

land make a definitive decision| Senator Howard H. Baker
Jr. of Tennessee, the Water-

with regard to this matter.”
gate commijttee’s ranking Re-

Mr. Nixon’s remarks were {
directed not only at the Judici-|publican member, said that at
least a limited appearance by

ary Committee, but also at a
iselect Senate committee that is|Mr. Dean ‘“would be essential
to a full “investigation.”

scheduled to begin an investi- g
gation of the Watergate case| He added “it is clear to me
e 52 that -sdme of the information

in May. )
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr. of'we want is in the hands of

!peoplg whe: are govered 'whol{that the President nonetheless

- House appointments secretary.

Mr. Nixon did not note to- f.privﬂege'”
day, however, that Mr. Gray’s
revelations were contained in a accommodation
addition to his testi- worked, out between the Ad-
d ministration and Congress.

written _
mony in which he paraphrase

- Continued on Page 23, Column 1 the Connecticut Republican who

could not withhold information
from the committee without
compounding public. “cynicism”
about the Government::

“In the case of Watergate,
the White House staff is not a
side issue,” he said. “The peo-
ple around the President and
in the White House are the

ly, of (in phrt] ¢ by executive

He expressed hope that an
could be

Senator Lowell P. Weicker Jr.,

is a member of the Watergate

"‘Cpnt;inued From Page 1, Col. 1

‘Mr. Kalmbach’s account, and

not in “rag files.”

President put.it, but provided
" by Mr. Gray for the commit-
_ tee’s! public record. Mr, Gray!

declined * several times after|

that to furnish similar .confi-

» dential information except to
' the committee members them-
" selves, citing his concern for|
the constitutional righis of in-|

. nocent individuals. i |
Mr. Gray’s direction of the!

- F.B.I’s investigation of the
‘Watergate case has been a cen-

hearings. Democratic Senators
have criticized Mr. Gray’s
judgment in. turning over nu-
ymerolis F.B.I records. on the
.matter to Mr. Dean, in view of
what Senator John V, Tunney

presenee” -~ in  the . Watergate
case. no% " o

Following Mr. Dean’s refusal
}yester_day to testify before the
|committee, several .Democrats
began to gather support for a
:move to put off a vote on Mr.
Gray, perhaps as long as a
year. : i

’Presidential _counsel’s “omni-

‘A:Double Privilege’

Mr." Nixon . declared today|
that Mr. Dean’s knowledge o};
the Watergate case was pro-
tected by “what I would call a’
double privilege, the lawyer-|

. | lis~ achieved by opening, not
The information was. not| closing,the:White House doors,”
“leaked” to thepress; as” the: :

issue.”

He said he would “absolutely”
vote to subpoena White House
officials before the Watergate
panel said that though he sup-
ported Mf. Gray’s nomination
it should be_ held up wuntil the
issues of executive ‘privilege
and the Watergate weres re-
solved. e

investigating committee, was
sharply critical of the Presi-
dent’s'statement.” '

“I think the national interest

he -saidsd@ £ v L

* He added that the-Judiciary
Commhittee proceedings had a
political ““twist” to them but

! “The time has’cothe to get it
all out on the table,” Mr.
Weicker said.

Mr. Nixon compared his posi-
tion with respect to the condi-

he denied passing secret docu-
ments to Whittaker Chambers,
a Time magazine editor. Hiss
served.- nearly four years in

prison.
Mr. Truman issued an Execu-

tions under which he. would
supply information to Congress
ith® the cooperation he, as a
young Congressman, sought un-
sucgessfully from President Tru-
man 25 years ago.’

“What we asked for in the
hearing of the Hiss case,” he
‘recalled, was “a report of an
investigation . that had- been
made in the Administration.”

Alger Hiss, -a former State
yartment official, was'¢con-
_pd of perjury in 1950 after

Vi

&

tive order that kept the report
from the House committee of
which Mr. Nixon: was a member.
In-a House debate on April 22,
1948, Representative Nixon de-
clared that the.Truman. erder
“cannot stand from a constitu-
tional standpoint or on the basis
of the merits. :

“Any such order of the Presi-
dent can be questioned by the
Congress as to whether or not.
that order is justified on the
merits,” he said then.




