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Jack Anderson, the all-
Ameriecan reporter, has writ-
ten a disappointing book. The
jacket has a large red “Secret”
stamp on it -along with the
legend, “From the files of
America’s most famous in-
vestigative reporter,” but in-
side there is only a rather flat
rehash of Anderson’s ITT,
FBI and Bangladesh escap-
edes as well as an apologia
for his disgraceful role in
the Eagleton affair.

There is too much preach-
ing in the book, too. Like his
predecessor Drew Pearson,
Anderson has a disturbing,
often cloying messianic streak
which surfaces much more
often in his public speaking
than in his column. Ander-
son is a Mormon and Pear-
son was a Quaker and both
of them have wanted the
world to know that they are
eager to save it.

In trying to explain away,
for example, his unsubstan-
tiated report - that Sen.
Thomas Eagleton (D-Mo.)

George Clifford

(Random House. 275 pp. $6.95)

had been cited for from
Six to 11 traffic violations
ranging  “from drunken
and  reckless driving
to speeding,” Anderson
writes: “It was not the first
mistake I have made. Being
an optimist, I hope it will he
the last. I have recounted it
here in the hope that some
who are down on the press
will see how much effort and
anguish it takes to produce a
flop, and find in thig failure
not a confirmation of their
general distrust, but rather a
better understanding of the
news business and, hopefully,
new faith that a free press,
in its. stumbling way, is the
best safeguard for ultimate
truth.” .

Only a man like Anderson
with. unbounded faith in him-
self and the goodness of his
works could find that kind of
comfort in what was a reck-
less error that not only dam-
aged him but hurt all of jour-
nalism in the process.

I don’t like to bad-mouth
Anderson because both he
and Pearson have done
much over the years to
keep government honest,
but the pressures on the
Washington Merry - Go -
Round column are tremen-
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douis. Byblished seven days a*
Wi Eomises a.scandal a -
day,“and: wot-even Anderson.,
and his handful of aides can

come up with that many.
Often the column is wrong,
and sometimes, a..shippet of
dinformation i d.’

- Whitte:

~ his aide Brit Hume in this
case was investigative journal-

ism at its Best. 3

% From ITT Andéi;,s:on;.movgs L £ i
i : “'the birth of Bangladesh as an

“on’ to his bélgbored account of
the Eagleton affair and then
to-a retelling of the arrest by
the FBt

on . charges of
and ‘possessing
perty.?«:" The

. property in question con.

country."” E R
~ These sane pressures apply
to all of jotirnalism, of course,
but they. dre particularly viru-
lent: -among . columnists “who
ust .'produce on schedule

Dita-Beard memo and. the. al-
legations that the Justice De-
‘partment settled am’
‘suit against the HPI"'inex
change for 4.1$400,600 contri-
‘butior from the:corporation’
to help pay for the Repub-
lican* National . Convention
when it “was." ‘origihally
scheduled- to be held. in
San Diego. The conven-
tion was moved to Miami
Beach after Anderson’s revela-
tiens, which, more important.
1y, have led now to a thor-
ough investigation. of ITT by

special Justice Department -

proseutor Archibald Cox. The
role played by Anderson and

stituted,irecords taken from
the Bureau of Inhdian Af-

. fairs-when the building was -
“looted during the Indian sit-in

last fall. Whitten and the two
‘Indians ‘arrested with him
said that théy were return-
ing the documents to the
government, and a grand
jury refused to bring an
indict{nent in.the case.

" In an.intriguing footnote to

- this episode, Anderson writes:
“Because one of my report-

I ers had been arrested on the
streets by the FBI, I stepped.- *

~out from’behind my- type-.

writer - for' the first ‘time
umn ‘and :helped to line
‘up the ‘Senate opposition
to Patrick Gray,” Gray’s nomi-

withdrawn ‘by President

Nixon because of his in-

volvement in the Watergate
scandal. : KH

The book ends with a recon- -
struction of the accounts that

Anderson published, verbatim
-from goyernment memos, of

' the frantic meetin‘gs held at

““of his associate Les"

ince taking: over the col -

ok Stamped ‘Secret’

the White House and the
State and Defense Depart-
ments during the 1971 In-
dia-Pakistan war which led to

independent state. These were
the memos that showed
Nixon privately order-
ing United States policy

© to “tilt” toward Pakistan while

administration spokesmen, in-
cluding now-Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger, were
publicly proclaiming Amer-

' ican neutrality in the conflict.

These remain fascinating

glimpses into the way gov- .

eérnment sometime operates.

What I missed most of all
in Anderson’s book is his fail-
ure to go much beyond
what I had already read in
his columns over the last cou-
ple of years. One expects
from a book bearing a “Se-
cret” stamp some genuine

“revelations as to how Ander-

son. operates, and they are
missing except in the case of

‘the Eagleton chapters.
" Anderson does titillate the-
“reader by mentioning that he

secretly met his source for
the “India-Pakistan documents

: . S S TR in a discount drugstore a cou-
nation' to be FBI director was bloe

ple ‘of blocks from the White
House, and now every time I
go:in the Dart Drug at 18th

-and Eye Streets NW, which

I have patronized for years, I
- look surreptitiously, of
course, for Anderson. I

haven’t seen ‘him—yet. Am

I in the right d'rugstoxje, I

© Jack? -




