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Democrais Move

1113 By Jules Witcover
Washington Post Staff Writer

The Democrats locked the
door on a piece of American
political history yesterday,
saying goodbye to their
party headquarters at the
Watergate, a name made
famous by political bugging.

At noon, Mary Lou Burg,
deputy chairman of the
Democratic National Com-
mittee, turned the key in
the front door of the sixth
floor suite whose burglary
last June 17 has rocked the
Nixopn administration.

It was a symbolic lockout.
Workers spent the rest of
the day, as they will this
weekend, moving the com-
mittee’s remaining property
to the new headquarters in
the Air Line Pilots Associa-
tion building at 1625 Mas-
sachusetts Ave. NW. The
Democrats will start doing
business  there Monday
morning.

Unlike the June 17 epi-
sode, in which five men en-
tered through the front door
under cover of darkness,
yesterday’s scene was
bathed in television flood-
lights. Mrs. Burg turned the
key back and forth as cam-
eras snapped.

Inside, staff aides wan-
dered through the rooms of
carboard cartons and empty
desks, taking a last look at
the -quarters where Demo-
cratic fortunes rose and fell
— mostly fell — since June,

-1967.

“Very truthfully, I feel
very nostalgic about it,” said
Martha Sampson, an aide in
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the Young Democrats’ of-
fice. “I feel that this is his-
tory and we’ll never be here
again.”

One of the several staffers
who made use of the phone
that was tapped in the
Watergate case, she sat at
the desk where the tapped
phone had been and made
calls on its replacement
while cameramen took her
picture. The original phone
was turned over to the pros-
ecutor in the trial that con-
victed the Watergate bur-
glars.

Over her shoulder one
could see the balcony of the
room at the Howard John-
son’s Motor Lodge from
which the Watergate was
bugged. Over there, it was
business as usual, and the
manager declined to take a
moment to reflect on what
they were calling “a mo-
ment in history” across the
street at the DNC.

The decision to move the
party headquarters else-
where was accepted with
mixed feelings by Demo-
cratic workers. Some said
the party was foolish to
leave, because its presence
there would be a constant
reminder of the Republi-

cans’ foul deed.

But Mrs. Burg disagreed.
“I don’t think our presence
is necessary here for that,”
she said. “The word Water-
gate and the word Democrat
will be remembered without
us here.” .

In the end, the usual moti-
vations led to the move. Ac-

cording to Joseph Carter, di- _

rector of communications
for the DNC, by taking 2,000
square feet less space at the
new location, the party will
save $16,000 a year.

Mrs. Burg said there will
be better utilization of space
at the new offices. The
Watergate management—
which has been using the
bugging incident as an ad-
vertisement—wanted the
Democrats to stay, she said.
Carter also said the party
wanted to avoid “the Water-
gate syndrome”—the associ-

ation with wealthy Republi-
cans who live there—but
Mrs. Burg said that was not
a motive.

Although the break-in oc-
curred 10 months ago, the
Watergate offices have con-
tinued to be a subject of
scrutiny in the case. On
April 6, Carter said, an FBI
team came in and electroni-
cally swept all phones on
suspicion that  some might
still be tapped. “They told
us they found nothing,” Car-
ter said.

Staff members of the Sen-
ate Select Committee look-
ing into the Watergate case
also paid a visit before the

closedown. “they just eye-

balled the place, took notes
and asked a lot of ques-
tions,” Carter said.

Those who eyeballed the
place yesterday would have
seen few signs they were
anywhere other than in-a

Standard political headquar-
ters. A picture of 1972 presi-
dential candidate George
McGovern looked out de-
sertedly from one wall
Bumper stickers that said
things like “Nixon’s Had
ITT” and “Free Martha
Mitchell” told of the battle.
And everywhere on desk-
tops were this week’s news-

bapers with - the word
“Watergate” leaping off
page one.

On one rear metal door,
there was this hand-printed
sign: “Please keep this door
closed. Remember, only you
can prevent the Watergate
Five!” The “Five!” was

stricken out and replaced by
“Six!” in another handwrit-
ing, and that in turn by
“Seven!”—the number of
conspirators finally  con-
victed.

And in a long empty room
at the front, a massive tele-
phone switcﬁboard—report-
edly ordered by then Presi-
dent Lyndon BRB. Johnson,
one of the great phone-call.
ers of the modern era—
stood mute.

“The last memorial to
Lyndon Johnson is being. .
dismantled,” said Rick
Stearns, McGovern’s dele-
g_ate-counter in 1972. And in
the lobby, bell captain
George Cruz put the historic
event into perspective.
“We’re going to miss a lot of
pretty girls,” he said.



