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John D
ean: Still the P

rosecution's Star W
itness 

T
he stunning acquittal by the M

itch-
ell-S

tan
s ju

ry
, w

h
ile liftin

g
 flag

g
in

g
 

spirits at the em
battled W

hite H
ouse, 

falls far short of w
hat the N

ixon cam
p 

hopes it w
ill accom

plish: the destruc-
tion of John W

. D
ean III as star prose-

cution w
itness. 

In both congressional im
peachm

ent 
proceedings and the W

atergate cover-
up trials, D

ean has assets he lacked in 
the N

ew
 Y

ork trial of ex-C
abinet m

em
-

bers John M
itchell and M

aurice S
tens. 

W
h

ereas D
ean

's asso
ciatio

n
 w

ith
 th

e 
V

esco case w
as tangential and his tes-

tim
o
n
y
 u

n
co

rro
b
o
rated

, h
is in

v
o
lv

e-
m

en
t in

 th
e W

aterg
ate co

n
sp

iracy
 is 

in
tim

ate an
d

 h
is accu

satio
n

s at least 
partially supported by tape recordings 
and other w

itnesses. - W
hat's m

ore, the 
m

essag
e fro

m
 th

e M
an

h
attan

 trial to
 

S
p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r L

eo
n
 Jaw

o
rsk

i is 
clear: D

ean
 m

u
st b

e p
resen

ted
 to

 fu
-

ture juries w
ith far m

ore care. 
In

 sh
o
rt, W

h
ite H

o
u
se rep

o
rts o

f 
D

ean's death as a reliable w
itness are 

g
reatly

 ex
ag

g
erated

. In
d

eed
, th

e fact 
that John D

ean can still testify prom
-

ises intensified assaults on him
 based 

on the M
itchell-S

tans acquittal. V
ice 

P
resident F

ord's im
m

ediate assertion 
th

at th
e v

erd
ict "sev

erely
 ero

d
ed

" 
D

ean's credibility sets the tone for the 
rising assault. 

T
h
e M

itch
ell-S

tan
s case w

as n
ev

er  

view
ed in legal circles here as a con-

clusive test of D
ean's credibility. T

he 
U

.S
. A

tto
rn

ey
's o

ffice in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
brought the M

itchell-S
tans indictm

ent 
a y

ear ag
o
 d

esp
ite p

leas fo
r cau

tio
n
 

fro
m

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 co

u
n
terp

arts, th
en

 
co

n
d
u
ctin

g
 th

e W
aterg

ate in
v
estig

a-
tion. A

s A
ttorney G

eneral, E
lliot R

ich-
ard

so
n

 w
as alw

ay
s leery

 ab
o

u
t th

e 
case. 

L
acking docum

entary evidence, the 
prosecution relied on w

itnesses—
B

rad-
ford C

ook, ousted chairm
an of the Secur-

ities and E
xchange C

om
m

ission, and dis-
credited N

ew
 Jersey politician H

arry 
Sears—

w
ho proved to be disasters on the 

stand. D
ean, playing only a m

inor role 
in the V

esco affair, could not com
pen-

sate fo
r in

ad
eq

u
ate k

ey
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
w

itnesses. 
N

evertheless, the M
itchell-S

tans de-
fen

se law
y
ers d

id
 u

n
d
ercu

t D
ean

's 
credibility w

ith the jury. B
y describing 

him
 as a confessed felon w

ho w
as now

 
talking solely to buy a lighter sentence, 
the M

itchell-S
tans law

yers established 
the m

odel defense for accused W
ater-

gate conspirators. 
D

ean's friends believe the N
ew

 Y
ork 

prosecution inadequately prepared the 
jury for his testim

ony and hope Jaw
or-

sk
i w

ill tak
e n

o
te. S

u
ch

 p
rep

aratio
n
 

w
o
u
ld

 p
resen

t D
ean

 as a m
an

 w
h
o
 

co
u

ld
 h

av
e w

eath
ered

 th
e sto

rm
 h

ad
  

he denied everything and joined fellow
 

N
ixon lieutenants in non-cooperation 

b
u

t in
stead

 in
v

ited
 a p

riso
n

 term
 to

 
break the conspiracy. D

ean's decision 
to

 g
o

 secretly
 to

 th
e U

.S
. p

ro
secu

to
r 

cam
e tw

o w
eeks before he first feared 

the W
hite H

ouse had m
arked him

 as 
the W

atergate scapegoat. 
B

ut such a gilding of D
ean m

ust be 
restricted to the courtroom

, thanks to 
gag rules im

posed by F
ederal Judges 

Jo
h
n
 S

irica an
d
 G

erh
ard

 G
esell. O

n
 

F
eb. 15, G

esell tongue-lashed Jaw
orski 

fo
r h

is telev
ised

 d
efen

se o
f D

ean
's 

cred
ib

ility
 an

d
 o

rd
ered

 h
im

 o
ff T

V
 

talk show
s. T

hus, w
hile governm

ent of-
ficials fro

m
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 V

ice 
P

resident on dow
n can assault D

ean, 
the prosecutors cannot defend him

. 
Jaw

o
rsk

i an
d
 h

is m
en

 acco
rd

in
g
ly

 
have no com

m
ent w

hatever—
even off-

the-record—
on the M

itchell-S
tans ver-

d
ict. B

u
t th

ere is n
o
 d

o
u
b
t h

ere th
at 

Jaw
orski rem

ains confident of D
ean's 

veracity and w
ill build his cases around 

him
. 

W
h
ile n

o
t d

im
in

ish
in

g
 relian

ce o
n
 

D
ean as star w

itness, the N
ew

 Y
ork ac-

q
u
ittals w

ill su
rely

 u
rg

e g
reater cau

-
tion on Jaw

orski's team
—

realistic indict-
m

en
ts an

d
 m

eticu
lo

u
sly

 p
rep

ared
 

cases. Jaw
orski's com

m
endable caution 

in
 to

n
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 so

m
e
 o

v
e
rb

lo
w

n
 

charges originally contem
plated by his 

h
o

t-b
lo

o
d

ed
 y

o
u

n
g

 law
y

ers h
as n

o
w

 
been vindicated. 

L
ong before juries are em

paneled in 
W

aterg
ate co

v
er-u

p
 cases, h

o
w

ev
er, 

D
ean's credibility w

ill be tested in the 
H

ouse im
peachm

ent proceedings. C
on-

sequently, th
e attack

 b
y
 th

e W
h
ite 

H
ouse propaganda m

achine on. D
ean's 

credibility w
ill intensify, based on the 

M
itchell-S

tans verdict. 
A

 rare p
u
b
lic d

efen
se, n

o
t o

n
ly

 o
f 

D
ean' s credibility but his role in his-

tory, w
as m

ade last w
eek, in the U

ni-
versity of O

klahom
a L

aw
 D

ay lecture 
b
y
 R

o
b
ert C

. M
cC

an
d
less, fo

rm
erly

 
D

ean's co-counsel. "H
ad he not com

e 
forw

ard, leaving aside m
otives, A

m
eri-

ca's dem
ocratic processes and our pre-

cious civil liberties w
ould today be in 

grave peril w
ithout his decision to tes-

tify, and w
ithout the prosecutors' be-

in
g

 ab
le to

 u
se th

at testim
o

n
y

 as a 
g

rap
p

lin
g

 h
o

o
k

 to
 b

reak
 th

e w
all o

f 
the cover-up and conspiracy," said M

c-
C

andless. 
M

cC
andless is no objective source, 

but he correctly defined D
ean's crucial 

role in breaking the scandal. A
s such, 

D
ean rem

ains the m
ajor threat to the 

P
resid

en
t in

 a fo
rm

 scarcely
 d

im
in

-
ish

ed
 b

y
 
th

e "n
o

t g
u

ilty
" v

erd
ict in

 
N

ew
 Y

ork. 
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