
R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

W
eighing the C

redibility of John D
ean fuotii3ohy 

E
gil (B

ud) K
rO

gh's .im
plication that 

Jo
h

n
 W

. D
ean

 'III lied
 u

n
d

er o
ath

 to
 

the S
enate W

atergate )  C
om

m
ittee w

as 
trem

en
d
o
u
sly

 ch
eerin

g
 to

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se b

u
t ad

d
ed

 ab
so

lu
tely

 n
o
th

in
g
 

o
n
e w

ay
 o

r an
o
th

er to
 th

e o
v
errid

in
g
 

question of D
ean's credibility. 

In
 h

is ta
p
e
d
, n

a
tio

n
w

id
e
 T

V
 

in
ter- 

view
 over C

B
S

' "60 m
inutes" S

unday 
night, ex-W

hite H
ouse aide K

rogh as-
serted

 th
at D

ean
 to

ld
 h

im
 last M

arch
 

2
0
 th

e P
resid

en
t "ju

st d
o
esn

't k
n
o
w

 
w

h
at's b

een
 g

o
in

g
 o

n
" 'in

 th
e W

ater-
gate cover-up. B

ut in his ow
n prepared 

and sw
orn testim

ony, D
ean revealed a 

sim
ilar co

n
v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 an

o
th

er 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se aid

e. In
 tru

th
, n

eith
er 

c
o

n
v

e
rsa

tio
n
 sh

e
d

s a
n
y
 lig

h
t, o

n
 

w
h
eth

er, as M
r. N

ix
o
n
 m

ain
tain

s, h
e 

first learned of the cover-up from
 then 

W
hite H

ouse counsel D
ean M

arch 21. 
A

ctually, the possibility of the P
resi-

dent's cover-up involvem
ent—

central 
to im

peachm
ent proceedings--i-revolves 

around w
hat D

ean and he talked about .  
previous to M

arch 21. M
ost im

portant 
is the M

arch 13 conversation in w
hich 

D
ean

 alleg
es—

an
d

 th
e P

resid
en

t d
e-

n
ies—

th
ey

 talk
ed

 ab
o

u
t ex

ecu
tiv

e 
clem

en
cy

 an
d
 cash

 p
ay

m
en

ts fo
r th

e 
W

atergate burglars. 

E
ith

e
r b

y
 d

e
sig

n
 o

r a
c
c
id

e
n
t, 

K
ro

g
h
's in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 C
B

S
' M

ik
e 

W
allace dovetailed w

ith the renew
ed 

W
hite H

ouse assault on D
ean's credi-

b
ility

. T
alk

in
g

 p
u

b
licly

 after h
is sen

-
tencing for the "plum

bers" 'burglary of 
a p

sy
ch

iatrist's o
ffice, K

ro
g
h
 seem

ed
 

eag
er to

 
a
sse

rt c
o
n
fid

e
n
c
e
 th

a
t th

e
 

P
resid

en
t h

ad
 n

o
 p

art in
 th

e W
ater-

gate cover-up. 
."I w

ould like to say the reason is not 
just faith," said K

rogh, H
is evidence is 

a tw
o
-h

o
u
r M

arch
 2

0
 m

eetin
g
 w

ith
 

D
ean

 in
 w

h
ich

 D
ean

 said
: "B

u
d
, th

e 
P

resid
en

t is b
ein

g
 b

ad
ly

 serv
ed

. H
e 

ju
st d

o
esn

't k
n
o
w

 w
h
at's b

een
 g

o
in

g
 

o
n
." F

ro
in

 th
at co

n
v
ersatio

n
, K

ro
g
h
 

co
n
clu

d
ed

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 k

n
ew

 n
o
th

in
g
 

about the cover-up until inform
ed by 

D
ean M

arch 21. 
W

h
ile d

eclin
in

g
 to

 call h
is "v

ery
 

clo
se frien

d
" D

ean
 a liar o

r p
erju

rer, 
K

rogh im
plied as m

uch. H
e indicated 

th
at D

ean
 "m

ig
h
t n

o
t h

av
e p

erju
red

 
him

self" if he w
as not telling him

 the 
truth M

arch 20—
adding, "but I believe 

he did" tell him
 the truth. 

H
o

w
ev

er, in
 p

rep
ared

 S
en

ate testi-
m

o
n
y
 last Ju

n
e 2

5
, D

ean
 to

ld
 o

f a 
M

arch
 2

0
 co

n
v

ersatio
n

 W
ith

 an
o

th
er 

W
hite H

ouse aide, R
ichard M

oore: "I  

to
ld

 h
im

 th
at I really

 d
id

n
't th

in
k
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t u
n
d
ersto

o
d
 all th

e facts in
-

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e W

aterg
ate an

d
 p

articu
-

larly
 th

e im
p
licatio

n
 o

f th
o
se facts." 

T
h
at is co

n
sisten

t w
ith

 w
h
at K

ro
g
h
 

says D
ean told him

 later the sam
e day. 

B
u
t D

ean
 also

 testified
 in

 Ju
n
e "I 

d
id

 n
o
t d

iscu
is w

ith
 M

o
o
re th

e fact 
that I had discussed m

oney and clem
-

ency w
ith the P

resident earlier (M
arch 

13)." If by his ow
n testim

ony the gen-
erally

 clo
sem

o
u
th

ed
 D

ean
 w

ith
h
eld

 

th
is

t

h
is fro

m
 M

o
o
re, it w

o
u
ld

 scarcely
 

cred
u
lity

 if h
e also

 w
ith

h
eld

 it 
from

 K
rogh. 

T
h
u
s, th

e P
resid

en
t's in

v
o
lv

em
en

t 

f

depends far less on the tape recording 
of M

arch 21 than of M
arch 13. Y

et M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
's d

efen
d
ers h

av
e stressed

 th
e 

M
arch

 2
1

 tap
e, co

n
ten

d
in

g
 its d

isclo
-

sure w
ould exculpate the P

resident. 
O

n O
ct: 31, presidential chief of staff 

A
lex

an
d
er H

aig
 so

 in
fo

rm
ed

 S
en

ate 
R

epublican leaders. S
hortly thereafter, 

M
inority L

eader H
ugh S

eott exam
ined 

a W
hite H

ouse "docum
ent" concerning 

the. M
arch 21 N

ixon-D
ean conversation. 

A
fter w

e reported recently that contin- . 
u
ed

 ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f D
ean

 b
y
 th

e sp
e-

cial prosecutor's office indicated it did 
not consider him

 a perjurer, S
cott de- 

d
ared

 th
e tap

es cleared
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

and contradicted D
ean. 

S
cott contends he saw

 a transcript of 
the M

arch 21 conversation; people in a 
position to know

.  believe he saw
 only a 

sum
m

ary containing verbatim
 quotes. 

B
ut there is no argum

ent about this: it 
co

n
cern

ed
 o

n
ly

 th
e M

arch
 2

1
 tap

e, 
w

hich in itself cannot clear the P
resi-

dent and condem
n D

ean. 
S

pecial P
rosecutor L

eon Jaw
orski's 

in
v

estig
ato

rs h
av

e n
o

w
 read

 tran
-

scrip
ts o

f all tap
es. C

o
n
trary

 to
 th

e 
m

ista
k
e
n
 im

p
re

ssio
n
 o

f m
a
n
y
 

(including K
rogh, w

ho declared over 
C

B
S

 that D
ean could not be prosecu-

te
d
 fu

rth
e
r ' u

n
d
e
r h

is im
m

u
n
ity

 
agreem

ent), D
ean m

ost definitely can 
b
e p

ro
secu

ted
 fo

r p
erju

ry
 b

efo
re th

e 
S

enate com
m

ittee. B
ut the prosecutors 

h
av

e fo
u
n
d
 n

o
th

in
g
 to

 w
arran

t su
ch

 
prosecution. 

U
n

til th
e tap

e tran
scrip

ts are actu
-

ally, released, this transcends all else. 
W

hile a N
ixon adviser found K

rogh's 
account of his conversation w

ith D
ean 

to
 b

e "d
am

n
ed

 h
elp

fu
l" to

 th
e P

resi-
dent, in fact it changes nothing and re-
veals precious little. 
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