Dean
‘Guilty in
Cover-Up

Nixon Ex-Aide
Pleads to Count

Of Conspiracy
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" No longer worried about
being made “the scape-
.goat,” John W. Dean III,
-once counsel to the Presi-
dent, pleaded guilty in a
’su‘rpri'se move yesterday to
conspiracy to obstruct jus-
tice in the Watergate scan-
dal.

Looking tense and momen-
tarily putting the wrong hand
on the Bible as he was sworn

in, Dean acknowledged his
eomplicity in the Watergate
gover-up and promised
¥complete cooperation” with
Watergate special prosecutors
f£rom here on.

“Initially, I sought immu-
nity from prosecution because
Irefused to be the Watergate
scapegoat,” Dean said in a
written' statement following
his plea before chief U.S. Dis-
trict Judge John J. Sirica.

But now, he said, “events

have resolved that matter, and
I have confidence that I can-
not and will not be made the
scapegoat.”
Dean, 35 faces a maximum
sentences of five years in
prison and a $10,000 fine for
the single conspiracy count
filed against himy yesterday in
a six-page ecriminal informa-
tion. :

In return, Watergate Special
Prosecutor Archibald Cox em-
phasized that he was reserving
the' right to bring perjury
charges against Dean if any of

his testimony should prove|

“materially false.”

But other than that, Cox!

promised Dean and his law-
yers, in return for the guilty
plea, that no other charges in-

Qolving the Watergate scandal
would be held over his head.

Despite what he called
“excellent technieal and proce-
dural” chances of avoiding
conviction if he went to trial,
Dean said he was admitting
his guilt in hopes of restoring
a measure of integrity to a tar-
nished government.

“. .. Given the nature of the
cover-up conspiracy, and the
importance of restoring public
confidence in our Governmen-
tal processes, to have defeated
the Government on legal tech-
nicalities would have, indeed,
been a shallow victory,” he
said.

Pointedly, Dean, who still
stands alone in accusing Presi-
dent Nixon of involvement in
the Watergate cover-up, said
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he hoped that “other s in-
volved will also come forward
and accept responsibility for
their complicity.” Dean said
he would do his part “to right
the wrongs of Watergate.”

Six overt acts by Dean were
cited inthe charges submitted
to Sirica during yesterday
morning’s half-hour hearing at
the U.S. courthouse here.

They involved concealment
of evidence, the coaching of
witnesses to give false testi-
mony, the raising of hush
money for the seven Water-
gate defendants and their fam-
ilies, efforts to use the Central
Intelligence Agency in ob-
structing the government’s ini-
tial investigation, interference
with the FBI and the Depart- -
ment of Justice in prosecuting
the case, and offers of execu-
tive clemency for at least one
of the original Watergate de-

. fendants.

Under questioning by Sirica,
Assistant Watergate special
Prosecutor James F. Neal esti-
mated that the covertly raised
funds to keep the original
Watergate defendants quiet
totaled approximately $450,000,
including payments to their
families and lawyers.

_According to Cox, it all
added up to.a plot by Dean
and other co-conspirators
“unnamed herein” to obstruct
justice and “defraud the
United States” by dishonestly |
interfering with the perform-
ance of lawful government |-
functions. :

At a brief press conference
after the hearing, Cox said he
thought the outcome “entirely
proper.” He indicated that the
agreement with Dean and his
chief lawyer, Charles N. Shaf-
fer, was reached just in the
last few days.

Assistant Special Prosecutor
Neal, -who announced at the
same time that he was relue-
tantly resigning from Cox’s
task force to tend to his neg-
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Jected law practice in Tennes-
see, said that the prosecutors
have not had a chance yet to
question Dean in any detail.

-As a resulti, Neal said it was
impossible to say at this point
whether Dean could_add any
crucial and still undisclosed
details about alleged adminis:
tration misdeeds or whether
he has already said all that he
can before the Senate Water-
gate committee where he testi-
fied under a grant of immu
nity. .

Dean’s wife, Maureen, was
in the courtroom as he lis-
tened to the recitation of the
charges and affirmed their ac-
curacy.

“Do you wish to plead guilty

to the information I have just-|

read to you in great detail?”
Sirica asked him.
“That is correct,
honor,” Dean replied.
Sirica released Dean on his
own recognizance and ordered
him not to travel outside the
contintental TUnited States.

your

Shaffer said Dean couldn’t go

much farther anyway because
is passport remains looked

p at the White House, “so
afe and secure that Mr. Dean
an’t give it to your honor this

orning.”

Like 1972 Nixon campaign
strategists Jeb Stuart Magru-
der and Fred LaRue, who
pleaded guilty to similar
charges over the summer,
Dean will not be sentenced
until after the trials of any
others implicated by their tes-
timony.

The overt acts in the con-
spiracy that were laid to Dean
included:

® Dean’s directing Water-
gate conspirator G. Gordon
Liddy on June 19, 1972, two
days after discovery of the
break-in and bugging of Demo-
crat mational headquarters
here, to tell Watergate con-
spirator E. Howard Hunt to
get out of the country.

® Dean’s asking the deputy
director of the CIA, Lt. Gen.
Vernon A. Walters, on June 27
“whether the CIA could use

covert funds to pay the bail
and salaries of those involved
in the break-in at'the Water-
gate office complex.” Walters
has said he told Dean he
would rather quit the CIA.)

® Dean’s request two days
later to Herbert W. Kalmbach,
then the President’s personal
lawyer, “to raise cash funds
with which to make covert
payments” for the original
seven Watergate suspects.
P © Dean’s seeking FBI re-
ports on the Watergate inves-
Director L. Patric Gray III1,
both in July and October of
1972.

® Dean’s coaching of Magru-
der, then deptuy director of
the Nixon re-election cam-
paign, on Aug. 15, 1972, in con-
nection with Magruder’s false
testimony before the Water-
gate grand jury.

® Dean’s telling John C.
Caulfield, a self-described se-
curity expert for the White
House, on Jan. 9, 1973, “to de-
liver an offer of executive
clemency” to Watergate de-
fendant James C. McCord.




