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So much depends upon 

whether this young man is 
telling the truth, so much 
depends upon whether 
America believes him. 

It is not too much to sug-
gest that the nation's history 
could be altered by those 
uncertainties this week 
when, beginning Monday, 
John Wesley Dean III ap-
pears via TV in millions 
of living rooms. For John 
Dean means to finger the 
President. 

He is bright and hand- 

(some, likable and ambi-
tious, perhaps to a fault, one 
of those quick-study young 
people who gravitate to the 
Washington power games, 
knowing instinctively how 
to play. At 34, John Dean 
was inside the inner circle. 
Now he intends to blow it 
up. 

John Dean is the first and, 
thus far, the only refugee 
from Mr. Nixon's White 
House to suggest that the 
President was implicated in 
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the crimes of Watergate, 
namely, the obstruction of 
justice. So far, those asser-
tions have been made only 
in private to investigators or 
filtered through second-
hand sources. This week 
Dean will spell it all out for 

the Senate Watergate Com-
mittee and a network televi-
sion audience. 

The high stakes were re-
flected last week in the bar-
rage of leaks and counter-
leaks about what John Dean 
would say and about John 
Dean himself. If Dean's 
story is as damaging as the 
previews and if it is believa-
ble, that would greatly en-
courage the notion that Mr. 
Nixon cannot continue in of-
fice. If Dean's credibility 
can be destroyed, his story 
refuted, that might be the 
firebreak which would save 
the President. 

The factual situation is so 
complicated, however, that 
public opinion may not be 
able to reach a clear verdict 
on who's lying. By the rec-
ord, after all, John Dean 
has already lied about 
Watergate, or at least coop-
erated with the untruths ad-
vanced by others. But then 
so did many of his adversar- 
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ies in the case. The Presi-
dent's own spokesman, Ron-
ald L. Ziegler, has revised 
the official version several 
times, and so has the Presi-
dent. 

The truth about John 
Dean himself is, likewise, 
obscure. His background 
was as conventional as a col-
lar pin, and his pre-Water-
gate career was as zippy as 
the Porsche he drives. Yet 
he left some conflicting 
opinions in his wake. 

"John was peddling him-
self whenever he could," 
said one former associate, a 
government official who 
prefers anonymity. "He was 
a great salesman, as distinct 
from a great lawyer." 

But one man's opportunism 
is another's dedication. "A 
quiet-spoken, decent, intelli-
gent guy," said a senior 
Washington laAryer who  

watched Dean at work in 
the 1960s. 

From admirers as well as 
critics, a portrait emerges of 
a young man with a facile 
mind and accommodating 
opinions. He was a Republi-
can in college, but moder-
ately so, not a right-wing id-
eologue, In Washington, he 
always seized the next issue, 
whatever it happened to be, 
from drug abuse to New 
Left violence. At the White 
House, his job as counsel to 
the President was to. "fight 
fires," not to make grand 
policy. 

John Dean was born in 
Akron, where his father was 
a middle-rung executive for 
Firestone Tire & Rubber. 
He grew up there and in Ev-
anston, Ill., though eventu-
ally his parents settled in 
Greenville, Pa., where they 
have managed to maintain a 
polite silence about their 
son's troubles. 

In high school, shipped off 
to Staunton Military Acad-
emy in Virginia, where he 
roomed with Barry Goldwa- 

ter Jr., now a congressman 
from California, and was a 
star backstroke on the swim 
team. By happenstance, he 
and Goldwater are across-
the-street neighbors now in 
Alexandria. 

Dean went to Colgate for 
two years, but then transfer-
red to College of Wooster, a 
small Presbyterian school in 
northeast Ohio. An ex-room-
mate thinks maybe his fam-
ily wanted a more serious, 
less social environment for 
young John. 

"Wooster was the kind of 
place where everybody al-
ways says hi to everbody 
else," said Jim Stewart, 
Dean's old roomie. "That 
wasn't John's cup of tea. As 
a result, a lot of people 
called him a snob, but when 
you got to know him, you 
could see that wasn't true." 

Stewart and ,Dean _ shared 
an off-campus - \ apartment, 

rattled off on football week-
ends to shoot game films for 
the team, occasionally drank 
3.2 beer in the county tav- 
erns outside the dry town. 

Dean dressed a bit more 
Ivy - League than the 
Wooster standard. He ma-
jored in political science, or-
ganized a pre-law club and 
took part in Young Republi- 
can affairs. The big issues 
on campus were compulsory 
chapel and faculty charper-
ones. 

"The Wooster faculty was 
about 75 per cent Demo-
cratic, and the student body, 
drawing on upper-class Pres-
byterian families was at 
least 75 per cent Republican, 
recalled Dr. John W. Baker, 
who was Dean's department-
al chairman. "The Democrats 
on the faculty were upset 
that kids yere not really up-
tight about politics. They 
pretty much accepted the Re-
publicanism of their par-
ents." 

Baker supervised John 
Dean's senior thesis, a 15,000 
word treatise on political 
novelists, and remembers 
him as "an above average 
student, not a Phi Beta 
Kappa, but a good strong 
student. I had no doubt 
John would be a success at 
whatever he set out to do." 

Aa a senior, Dean was a 



leading participant in the 
punch-and-cookies seminars 
which Professor Baker held 
at his home. "He talked 
well," the teacher recalled 
"but I don't recall John ever 
being antagonistic on any-
thing." 

Stewart remembers his 
roommate's easy facility for 
keeping up. "He did a lot of 
reading," he said, "but he 
didn't have to do all the re-
quired course work because 
he could go in and get his 
grades if he wanted to." 

Dean studied political 
style with some intensity, 
according to Stewart, and 
was particularly upset 
watching the 1960 campaign 
debates between his man, 
Nixon, and the Democrat, 
Kennedy. 

"Look at that ass Nixon," 
Dean exclaimed at one 
point, but Stewart says the 
remark was more sympa-
thetic frustration than 
scorn. 

"He got very upset be-
cause Nixon came off so 
poorly," Stewart explained. 

In 1961, John Dean came 
to the capital, first to stuy 
at American University 
then take a law degree at 
Georgetown. He worked 
summers as a very • popular 
lifeguard at the Towers, an 
apartment building on Ca-
thedral Avenue, and he mar-
ried one of the residents, 
Karlan Hennings, daughter 
of the late Democratic sena-
tor from Missouri, Tom Hen-
nings. A son was born, John 
Dean IV, but the mar-
riage ended in divorce three 
years ago. Dean married 

again last fall, the former 
Maureen Kane. 

After Dean was graduated 
from Georgetown in 1965, he 
was well positioned for a 
capital career. He joined 
Welch & Morgan, a firm 
specializing in federal com-
munications law, and 
sprinked a few scholarly ar-
ticles in various bar jour- 
nals. 

One of them, on reappor- 
tionment, appearing in the 
Oklahoma Bar Journal, em-
ployed a stilted prose which 
sounds like it was translated 
from German. "Be this prob-
lem as itmay, the Supreme 
Court's position is clear," he 
wrote. 

Another in the Federal 
communications Bar Journal 
reviewed the federal law on 
political broadcasting, and 
John Dean, future presiden- 
tial aide, worried about the 
lopsided advantage available 
to an incumbent President 
under the "equal time" rules 

"Whatever the President 
says or does is a major news 
story," Dean observed• "It 
cannot be expected that the 
broadcaster make equal 
time available for every 
comment or story released 
from the White House, but 
some steps might be taken 
to remedy the severely 
handicapped party out of of-
fice." He did not pursue that 
problem once the White 
House was in Republican 
hands. 

Dean's tenure as a practic-
ing private attorney was 
brief and blighted. Six 
months after he joined the 
firm, a senior partner ac- , 
cused him of dabbling in a 
TV license application in 
competition with one of the 
firm's clients. He was fired, 
quietly. 

"He had the traits that 
were liked," said Thomas F. 
Ging, a young Chicago law-
yer who was junior to Dean 
then. "Ambitious, inquisi-
tive, intense. He really im-
pressed me. So when this 
thing came up, I was 
Shocked" 

Ging, like others around 
Washington, asks: "How did 
he get from the ashes of the 
Welch & Morgan debacle to 
the zenith of the White 
House?" 

The answer, it seems, was 
pluck and luck. Through the 
offices of Ohio Rep. William 
M. McGulloch, ranking Re-
publican on the House Judi-
ciary Committee, Dean 
joined the small but lively 
staff of young lawyers who 
were fashioning anti-crime 
issues for the GOP minority. 

, All of them went on to im-
portant positions in the Nixon administration—but 
Dean went the furthest. 

"John's guiding ambition 
in life was to succeed," said 
one assocate - from those 
days, whose bitterness is 
rather frank. "I've never 
been ablt to see anything 
there, some principles, some 

guiding ideas. If he has any, 
I haven't seen them" 

As this fellow Republican 
lawyer describes it, Dean's 
service for the congressional 
Republicans was mainly 

"self-promoting." 
"He took crime control be-

fore it was a popular sub-
ject," the ex-colleague re-
called. "He picked our 
brains constantly and ran to 
the boss, 'Say hey, look at 
me, I got a hot idea.' We re-
sented it. He'd never been 
in a criminal court in his 
life." 

In those pre-Nixon days, 
Dean also served a stint on 
the staff of the National 
Commission on Reform of 
Federal Criminal Law, 
where he left a Kindlier im-
pression. Theordore Vo-
rhees, a lawyer who was a 
commission member, re-
called that liberal staffers 
first feared Dean's appoint-
ment because of his conserv-
ative congressional spon-
sors, but they were soon im-
pressed by his hard work 
and spirit of cooperation. 

"His point of view was 
somewhat more conserva-
tive," said Vorhees, "but in 
no time flat, he had worked 
into a partnership relation-
ship with the rest of the 
staff." 

When Mr. Nixon won in 
1968 and a bond lawyer 
from New York named John 
N. Mitchell became Attor-
ney General, the new admin-
istration naturally turned to 
Capitol Hill for the names 
of bright young lawyers. 
During the campaign, Dean 
and the others had served as 
a conduit for congressional 
views on issues, so their 
names were already famil- 
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iar. John Dean became asso-
ciate deputy attorney gen-
eral for legislation. 

A Justice Department col-
league remembers, again, a 
certain talent for the main 
chance. "John was peddling 
himself whenever he could," 
the man said. "He picked up 
the drug issue. He person-
ally persuaded the AG to let 
him go around, the country 
selling the federal model 
drug act. He loved that." 

Dean was also at the side 
of Deputy Attorney General 
Richard D. Kleindienst in 
the tense days of November, 
1969, negotiating with anti- 
war groups on the mam-
moth demonstrations of that 
period. 

On July 27, 1970, he be-
came counsel to the Presi-

, dent. But the title'makes the 
job sound bigger than it 
Was, His predecessor was 
John Ehrlichman, who was 
terribly powerful, but when 
Ehrliehman moved on to 
head the President's Domes-
tic Council, the position lost 
most of its clout. 

By Dean's own descrip-
tion, his job was to "fight 
fires," collecting the legal 
footnotes to back up a 
White House position on 
"executive privilege" or ar-
ranging the paperwork on 
the President's personal fi-
nances. 

"Those boys Haldeman 
and Ehrlichman didn't want 
anything other than a lieu-
tenant," said one adminis-
tration official. "They 
wanted a guy who would do 
it, not a guy who would say 
no:" 

He kept in the back-
ground. Once last year, 
when the Senate was dig- 


