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T
w

o high-ranking Justice 
D

ep
artm

en
t o

fficials d
e-

c
lin

e
d
 to

 sa
y
 y

e
ste

rd
a
y
 

w
h
eth

er th
ey

 w
ill p

u
rsu

e 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 c

o
u
rts th

e
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se m

aterial—
o
th

er th
an

 th
e W

aterg
ate 

tape recordings—
w

hich for-
m

er sp
ecial p

ro
secu

to
r A

r-
chibald C

ox had sought. 
B

u
t actin

g
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
-

eral R
obert H

. B
ork and A

s-
sistan

t A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral 
H

en
ry

 E
. P

etersen
 ag

ain
 

p
ro

m
ised

 a v
ig

o
ro

u
s, sw

ift 
in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f W
aterg

ate 
and related cases. ' 

N
e
ith

e
r w

o
u
ld

' s
a
y
 

w
hether he favors subpoena-

in
g

 th
e
 d

o
c
u

m
e
n

ts a
n

d
 

m
em

o
ran

d
a th

at C
o
x
 h

ad
 

fe
lt v

ita
l to

 th
e
 c

a
s
e
s
. 

S
h
o
rtly

 b
efo

re h
e w

as d
is-

m
issed

 last S
atu

rd
ay

,. C
o
x
 

ch
aracterized

 as v
ital th

e  

pow
er to obtain by subpoe-

n
as n

o
tes an

d
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts 
re

la
tin

g
 to

 se
v

e
ra

l c
a
se

s 
now

 under investigation. 
P

etersen, interview
ed in a 

Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t co

rri-
d
er, said

 h
e h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 

to
ld

 a
n
y
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

co
u

rse o
f th

e in
v

estig
atio

n
 

ex
cep

t fo
r B

o
rk

's co
m

m
en

t 
p
led

g
in

g
 a v

ig
o
ro

u
s o

n
e. 

P
etersen

 said
 h

e w
an

ted
 to

 
p
ro

ceed
 "w

ith
 d

isp
atch

" o
n
 

the cases. 
B

o
rk

, th
ro

u
g
h
 a Ju

stice 
D

epartm
ent spokesm

an, de-
clined com

m
ent. 

P
etersen

 an
d
 B

o
rk

 m
et 

y
esterd

ay
 aftern

o
o
n
 w

ith
 

the senior staff m
em

bers of 
C

o
x
's p

ro
secu

tin
g
 o

ffice to
 

d
iscu

ss h
o
w

 th
e in

v
estig

a-
tio

n
s w

ill p
ro

ceed
. 

It b
ecam

e ap
p

aren
t after-

w
ard

 th
at th

e C
o
x
 staff's 

d
o

u
b

ts ab
o

u
t an

 im
p

artial, 
independent 	

prosecution 
had not been rem

oved. 
"T

he independence of the 
p
ro

secu
tio

n
 is still a p

ro
b
-

lem
," one of the senior C

ox 
staff m

em
bers w

ho attended 
th

e m
eetin

g
 S

aid
 last n

ig
h
t. 

"E
v

erh
th

in
g

 is v
ery

 u
n

cer-
tain

. T
h

ere's n
o

 p
ro

m
ise o

f 
an independent prosecutor." 

T
h
e id

ea o
f retain

in
g
 a 

p
ro

secu
to

r h
o
ld

in
g
 C

o
x
's 

status did not appeal to P
et-

ersen
, th

e ch
ief o

f th
e Ju

s-
tice D

ep
artm

en
t's crim

in
al 

d
iv

isio
n
. P

etersen
 w

as th
e 

o
rig

in
al p

ro
secu

to
r o

f th
e 

W
aterg

ate b
u

rg
lary

 cases 
an

d
 w

as an
g

ry
 w

h
en

 th
e 

case u
ltim

ately
 w

as p
laced

 
in C

ox's hands. 
P

etersen
 said

 th
at n

o
 o

n
e 

"h
as co

m
e to

 an
y
 firm

 co
n
-

clusion" about the hiring of 
an

o
th

er in
d
ep

en
d
en

t p
ro

se-
c
u
to

r. B
u
t h

e
 se

e
m

e
d
 to

 
pour, cold w

ater on the idea 
w

h
en

 h
e said

, "T
h
e ev

en
ts 

o
f' th

e last few
 d

ay
s h

av
e  

b
ro

u
g
h
t th

at co
n
cep

t in
to

 
q

u
estio

n
." A

sk
ed

 w
h

at h
e 

m
eant by that, he noted that 

C
ox had been fired. 
P

etersen
 said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 
w

elcom
e the services of top- 

lev
el atto

rn
ey

s o
n

 th
e C

o
x

 
sp

ecial fo
rce, say

in
g
, "T

h
e 

professional people at C
ox's 

o
ffice 'are so

m
e o

f th
e b

est 
w

e could have in the federal 
service." 

It appears for the im
m

edi-
a
te

 fu
tu

re
 th

a
t m

o
st o

f 
C

o
x
's to

p
 p

eo
p
le w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

w
illin

g
 to

 w
o

rk
 w

ith
 P

eter-
sen on the investigation. 

H
o

w
ev

er, th
ey

 rep
o

rted
 

y
esterd

ay
 th

ey
 h

av
e b

een
 

u
n

ab
le to

 g
et clear-cu

t re-
sponses to their requests for 
in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 o

n
 h

o
w

 th
e
 

investigations w
 o u l d pro-

ceed. 
In a m

eeting M
onday eve-

n
in

g
 w

ith
 B

o
rk

 an
d
 P

eter-
sen, tw

o of the top C
ox spe-

cial fo
rce' aid

es su
b

m
itted

 
sp

e
c
ific

 q
u
e
stio

n
s. T

h
e
y
 

ask
ed

 w
h

eth
er th

ey
 w

o
u

ld
 

b
e ab

le to
 p

u
rsu

e sp
ecific 

p
ieces o

f n
eed

ed
 ev

id
en

ce 
thrO

ugh the courts. 
A

 C
o
x
 staff so

u
rce said

 
yesterday that B

ork and P
e-

tersen "gave no clear signal" 
ab

o
u
t w

h
eth

er th
o
se item

s 
of evidence w

ould be sought. 
H

e said
 th

at b
o

th
 Ju

stice 
D

epartm
ent officials seem

ed 
v
ag

u
e an

d
 u

n
certain

 ab
o
u
t 

the role they w
ould play 

N
ev

erth
eless, m

o
st w

ere 
p
lan

n
in

g
 to

 rem
ain

 at least 
tem

p
o
rarily

 as Ju
stice D

e-
partm

ent em
ployees. "T

here 
are a num

ber of people w
ho 

th
in

k
 it w

o
u
ld

 b
e n

ice ju
st 

to
 ta

k
e
 a

 w
a
lk

 in
 th

e
 

w
oods," said one aide. "B

ut 
there's also a chance w

e can 
do an independent investiga-
tion, w

hich is w
hat w

e cam
e 

here to do." 
B

ork asked all of the C
ox 

staff p
erso

n
n

el to
 co

n
tin

u
e 

w
orking, according to John 

H
ushen, Justice D

epartm
ent 

press officer. 
H

ushen said that B
oit had 

prom
ised to "prosecute vig-

orously" W
atergate and re-

lated
 cases an

d
 ask

ed
 th

e 
C

o
x

 staff to
 "stay

 o
n

 in
 o

r-
d
er to

 b
rin

g
 th

e cases to
 a 

conclusion." 


