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Special Prosecutor Is Urged 
By Susanna McBee 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Elliot L. Richardson, who 
resigned as Attorney Gen-
eral rather than follow Pres-
ident Nixon's order to fire 
the Watergate special prose-
cutor, said yesterday he 
thinks the administration 
should appoint a new prose-
cutor.. 

Richardson also told a tel-
evised news conference that 
he, too, would have done 
what the ousted prosecutor, 
Archibald Cox,iclid in pursu-
ing a court order to force 
the President to turn over 
tapes of White House con-
versations about the Water-
gate case. 

And he turned aside a 
question on whether he 
thought President Nixon 
should be impeached by say-
ing that matter "is, in my 
view, a question for the 
American people." 

The former Attorney Gen-
erar spoke to a packed audi-
ence of IN press representa-
tives and about 500 Justice 
Department 	employees 
about two hours before Mr. 
Nixon reversed a three-
month-old position and 
agreed to turn over the 
tapes to U.S. District Court 
Judge John J. Sirica. 

Justice Department em-
ployees, who filled the bal- 

cony and part of the floor of 
the building's Great Hall, 
where Richardson spoke for ,  
more than an hour, greeted 
him with a thunderous ova-
tion that lasted more than 
two minutes. 

The former Attorney Gen-
eral, who seemed at times to 
be struggling to keep his 
composure, was obviously 
delighted with the strong 
vote,  of confidence he re-
ceived. President Nixon had 
accepted both his and Dep., 
uty Attorney General Wil-
liam D. Ruckelshaus' resig-
nations Saturday night after 
they refused to fire Cox. 

Ultimately, the Solicitor 
General, Robert H. Bork, 
obeyed the presidential di-
rective and dismissed the 
prosecutor. On Tuesday 
Bork, as acting Attorney 
General, placed Assistant 
Attorney General Henry E. 
Petersen, who had handled 
the Watergate probe until 
last spring, back in charge 
of it. 

In reviewing his promise 
to Congress last May that 
Cox would have full inde-
pendence in the prosecution, 
Richardson said that pledge 
was the reason he could not 
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discharge Cox and therefore 
had to resign.. 

"At stake in the final 
analysis is the very integrity 
of the governmental proc-
esses I came to the Depart-
ment of Justice to help re-
store," Richardson said. 

But he took special care 
not to accuse Mr. Nixon of 
bad faith. Specifically, he 
said he was not charging the 
President "with a failure to 
respect the claims of the in-
vestigative process. Given 
the importance he attached 
to the principle of presiden-
tial confidentiality, he be-
lieved that his willingness to 
allow Senator (John) 
Stennis (D-Miss.) to verify 
the subpoenaed tapes fully 
met these claims," Richard-
son said. 

An aide said later that 
Richardson had no prior 
knowledge of Mr. Nixon's 
turnabout on the tapes is-
sue. In fact, the former At-
torney General had gone to 
his McLean, Va., home when 
his aides called to inform 
him about the reversal. 

He called the President's 
action a "welcome surprise" 
and a "constructive, states-
manlike step" and said he 
hopes it will "overcome the 
waves of protest" which 
arose after the firing of Cox. 

Aides of both Richardson 
and Ruckelshaus said they 
did not think either would 
take their old Justice De-
partment jobs back if the 
President asked them to. 

Ruckelshaus, speaking at 
a later news conference, 
said he also was "glad to see 
that the President has com-
plied" with the court order. 
"It remains to be seen how 
the investigation of the spe-
cial prosecutor's office can 
be carried on," he added. 

It should be done "on an 
independent basis," Ruckels-
haus suggested, "either 
through the courts or Con-
gress." 

Richardson, while reaf-
firming his own "confidence 
in t h e integrity of Henry 
Petersen," told his news con-
ference he thinks a "com- 
pletely independent" special 
prosecutor "is an important 
guarantee of the integrity of 
any investigation." 



try to pass judgment on 
them." 

The former Attorney Gen-
eral was asked if he thinks 
Mr. Nixon will permit Peter-
sen and the Justice Depart-
ment to pursue a course 
that he would not let Cox 
pursue. 

Richardson replied by say-
ing that while he does not 

think the Cox investigation 
was tinged with partisan-
ship, some other Republi-
cans do. 

"There is and was a feel-
ing in the Republican Party, 
on the Hill, and among some 
members of the President's 
staff that there was a get-
the-President attitude in 
Cox's office, that the 

The former Attorney Gen-
real said he knows that 
whatever Petersen does 
"will be done right," but 
when asked if the Justice 
Department can do an inde-
pendent job of completing 
the Watergate probe, he 
said, "I think the situation is 
fraught with great diffi-
culty," for Petersen. 

"I think that whoever is 
Attorney General and Mr. 
Petersen would both be in a 
better position if an, inde-
pendent prosecutor was ap-
pointed." 

Richardson released a let-
ter that the President wrote 
last Friday telling him to di-
rect Cox "to make no fur-
ther attempts by judicial 
process to obtain tapes, 
notes, or memoranda of 
presidential conversations." 

In the letter the President 
admitted he was "intruding, 
to this very limited extent, 
on the independence that I 
promised you with regard to 
Watergate when I an-
nounced your appointment." 
But he said the intrusion 
was necessary because of 
Cox's refusal to agree to his 
plan to let Stennis submit a 
verified summation of the 
tapes to the court. 

Richardson released an-
other letter—one that he 
wrote Mr. Nixon Saturday 
outlining his disagreement 
with the President's insist- 
ence that Cox be forced to 
give up his court efforts to 
get the tapes themselves or 
to get access to other tapes 
and documents in the fu-
ture. 
"If you were in Mr. Cox's 

shoes, sir, would you have 
done the same thing?" Rich-
ardson was asked. 

"I would have done what 
he has done.' 
The former Attorney 

General had warm praise 
for his former law professor 
at Harvard. He said Cox 
"was exercising a very diffi- 
cult responsibility with con-
scientiousness, a real effort 
to be fair, and with an effort 
to pursue any evidence of 
wrongdoing wherever it 
might lead." 

Wouldn't the appointment 
of another independent spe- 
cial prosecutor put the na-
tion in the same box it 
found itself in last week? 
Richardson was asked. 

"In a way it would," he 
admitted. "But this week's 

box is deeper and bigger 
than last week's box, and 
we'd be better off to get 
back to the first one." 

Asked if he thought the 
President's action last week-
end will affect public confi-

dence in government, Rich-
ardson said, "I think we 
need to let some time pass 
and developments unfold be-
fore we try to render a ver-

dict." He strenssed that Mr. 
Nixon "has not yet defied 
any court order" and "I 
have no reason to believe he 
would defy a court order." 

Asked if he thinks Mr. 
Nixon should be impeached, 
he replied, "The question of 
any ultimate judgment to be 
made on these facts is, in 
my view, a question for the 
American people." 

Richardson noted that he 
was part of Mr. Nixon's ad-
ministration "from the be-
ginning" and added, "I be-
lieve in the objectives and 
priorities of the administra-
tion. I regard particularly as 
important the role of the 
President of the United 
States, President Richard 
Nixon, in dealing with inter-
national problems. 

"We have had a very re-
cent illustration of the skill 
and the firmness with which 
he has dealt with that kind 
of crisis," Richardson con-
tinued, referring to the Mid-
dle East war. "And so I do 
not believe that I am the 
person, based on the record 
of these events, who should  

[prosecutor's] staff itself 
was heavily aligned to the 
Democratic Party, and there 
were likely to be results 
that were tipped by parti-
sanship," Richardson said. 

He added that while he 
personally does not believe 
that the feeling is correct, 
"this was a continuing prob-
lem" with Cox. 
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Richardson: "I would have done what he (prosecutor Cox) has done." 
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Views On Tapes Surrender 
By Martha Hamilton 

Washington Post Staff Writer 
Area Republican members 

of Congress expressed sup-
port for President Nixon's 
decision to give Judge John 
J. Sirica the White House 
tapes and they said they be-
lieved it is unlikely now 
that there will be any seri-
ous moves for impeachment. 

But, some area Democrats 
said they intend to continue 
efforts aimed at impeach-
ment and they said they be-
lieve Special Watergate 
Prosecutor Archibald Cox 
ought to be reinstated. 

"I don't think there is any 
question but that it will cool 
the situation off somewhat," 
Rep. Joel T. Broyhill (R-Va.) 
said after the news of the 
President's decision reached 
the House floor. 

"I hold nothing wrong 
with an investigation by 
Congress," Broyhill said. 
"There's nothing wrong with 
that. It's when they talk 
about impeachment without 
knowing the facts, that is 
wrong." Broyhill said he ex-
pected partisan Democrats 
to continue pushing for im-
peachment. 

Rep. Lawrence J. Hogan 
(R-Md.) said that the Presi-
dent's decision "pulled the  

rug out from under (those 
calling for impeachment) 
completely. I don't see how 
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee could proceed on im-
peachment. I don't see any 
grounds." Hogan is a mem-
ber of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

Earlier in the day, Hogan 
had urged that the House 
turn its attention to con-
firming vice presidential 
nominee Rep. Gerald Ford 
(R-Mich.) before it con-
cerned itself with other is-
sues. 

Rep. Stanford Parris (R-
Va.) said he was "delighted 
by the President's action on 
the tapes," and that the only 
question remaining was how 
the continuing investigation 
of the Watergate affair 
should be conducted. 

"I think prdbably a con- 
gressional 	investigation 
would be preferable to leav-
ing it in the Justice Depart-
ment," Parris said. 

"Everybody has been call-
ing for complete disclosure," 
Rep. Marjorie Holt (R-Md.) 
said. "If the tapes disclose 
what we want, O.K. If not, 
then we still should take a 
look at the situation," Mrs. 
Holt said. 

She said she favored an  

investigation by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

Before White House aides 
announced the President's 
decision, Rep. Gilbert Gude 
(R-Md.) had said that Con-
gress should retain Cox to 
continue the investigation. 
He •could not be reached for 
comment after the decision 
to release the tapes. 

Rep. M Caldwell Butler 
(R-Va.) said he was pleased 
with the President's action, 
which "goes a long wayto-

ward coaling the emotional 
atmosphere that developed 
as a result of theevents of 

last week.' 
Rep. Parren Mitchell (D-

Md.), who introduced a reso-
lution calling for impeach-
ment was unmoved by Mr. 
Nixon's decision to turn the 
tapes over to Sirica. 

The President's compro-
mise offer on the tapes and 
the firing of Cox were "the 
last inaseries ofacts and 

offenses for which we be-
lieve the President is im-
peachable," Mitchell said. 
He said Mr. Nixon's im-
poundment of funds appro-
priated by Congress and the 
dismantling of Federal agen-
cies with Congressional ap-

pproval were other impeacha-
ble offenses, he said. 


