
M
arquis C

hilds 	
(- ,o1.31 

Im
peachm

ent Is a 'S
lippery S

lope' 
F

or the rem
oval of a P

resident w
ho 

has defied the law
s and the courts, im

-
p
each

m
en

t is th
e o

n
ly

 reco
u
rse. T

h
e 

fA
ntastic w

eekend that saw
 the D

epart-
n
ien

t o
f Ju

stice strip
p
ed

 o
f au

th
o
rity

 
brought into sharp focus w

hat m
any of 

us had long suspected. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t's d
eterm

in
atio

n
 to

 

D
raw

ings by O
scar B

erger 

A
rchibald C

ox 

hold the tapes and relevant docum
ents 

secret, w
ith his proposed com

prom
ise 

a sham
, show

s his clear intent to try to 
in

su
re th

at h
is co

n
fed

erates, in
d
icted

 
o
r ab

o
u
t to

 b
e tried

, sh
all g

o
 free. 

T
heir law

yers can claim
 that the rele-

v
an

t ev
id

en
ce o

n
 w

h
ich

 to
 b

ase th
eir 

d
efen

se is n
o
t av

ailab
le an

d
 th

ere 
m

u
st th

erefo
re b

e a m
istrial. 

A
 su

m
m

ary
 w

ill n
o
t b

e th
e eq

u
iv

a-
lent of the docum

entary evidence. A
r-

ch
ib

ald
 C

o
x
 m

ad
e th

is p
o
in

t in
 h

is 
press conference shortly before he w

as 
fired by the P

resident as special prose-
cutor. O

nly the docum
ents, or the per-

tin
en

t p
arts o

f th
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts, w
o
u
ld

 
su

ffice in
 th

e series o
f p

ro
secu

tio
n
s 

C
ox intended to bring. 
L

aw
y
ers fo

r fo
rm

er A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

-
eral John N

. M
itchell and form

er S
ecre-

tary of C
om

m
erce M

aurice S
tans, the 

tw
o
 C

ab
in

et m
em

b
ers in

d
icted

 in
 th

e 
V

esco
 affair, h

av
e alread

y
 in

d
icated

 
that this w

ill be their defense. W
ith ef-

forts to extradite the principal, R
obert 

- E
. V

esco
, fro

m
 h

is h
id

eo
u
t in

 C
o
sta 

. R
ica frustrated and the plea of the ab-

sence of relevant evidence, the tw
o for-

m
er cabinet officials w

ill in all proba-
b
ility

 h
av

e th
e b

en
efit o

f a m
istrial. 

W
h
at is h

ap
p
en

in
g
 h

as th
e lo

o
k
 o

f 
som

ething like a concerted plot. If this 
sounds slightly paranoid put it dow

n to 
th

e g
en

eral atm
o
sp

h
ere th

at in
fests 

the N
ixon adm

inistration. T
he H

alde-
m

ans, the E
hrlichm

ans and the others 
testify to the P

resident's innocence of  

an
y
 w

ro
n
g
d
o
in

g
 in

 W
aterg

ate. H
e in

 
tu

rn
, b

y
 h

o
ld

in
g
 b

ack
 th

e ev
id

en
ce, 

m
akes sure they escape conviction. T

o 
cin

ch
 th

is m
u
tu

al p
ro

tectiv
e so

ciety
 

th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 to
 g

o
 all th

e w
ay

 
and fire A

rchibald C
ox, an honorable 

m
an determ

ined to do w
hat he consid-

ered his duty. 
T

his triggered the resignation of A
t-

torney G
eneral E

lliot R
ichardson w

ho 
h
ad

 p
u
t h

is in
teg

rity
 o

n
 th

e lin
e in

 
support of the special prosecutor in his 
co

n
firm

atio
n
 h

earin
g
. R

ich
ard

so
n
's 

d
ep

u
ty

, W
illaim

 D
. R

u
ck

elsh
au

s fo
l-

low
ed suit by refusing the P

resident's 
order to fire C

ox. 
W

ith
 th

e h
ig

h
ly

 ch
arg

ed
 em

o
tio

n
s 

grow
ing out of these happenings, im

-
p
each

m
en

t p
ro

ceed
in

g
s are lik

ely
 to

 
m

o
v
e sw

iftly
 in

 th
e H

o
u
se o

f R
ep

re-
sentatives. B

ut there should be no illu-
sions about the danger of this w

eapon. 
T

o
 sh

o
o
t to

 k
ill th

e k
in

g
 an

d
 m

iss, as 
d
ictato

rial so
cieties in

 th
e p

ast o
ften

 
dem

onstrated, w
as to guarantee stern-

er rep
ressio

n
 o

f w
h
atev

er rig
h
ts m

ay
 

have previously existed. 
B

y a sim
ple m

ajority the H
ouse can 

vote a bill of im
peachm

ent. B
ut convic-

tio
n
 in

 a trial b
y
 th

e S
en

ate m
u
st b

e 
b
y
 a tw

o
-th

ird
s m

ajo
rity

. C
o
n
sid

er 
w

hat this m
eans. T

hirty-four senators 
could bring about acquittal. T

he politi-
cal p

ressu
res to

 sav
e a m

an
 an

d
 th

e 
party w

ould be great. 
In the only previous im

peachm
ent of 

a P
resident-,—

that of A
ndrew

 Johnson,  

w
ho succeeded to the office on the as-

sassination of A
braham

 L
incoln—

polit-
ics played a principal part. T

he vote to 
convict in the senate w

as 35 to 19, one 
short of the necessary tw

o-thirds. B
e-

cause of the w
eakness of •the case R

e- 
p
u
b
lican

s h
ad

 jo
in

ed
 w

ith
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 

D
em

o
crats to

 b
rin

g
 ab

o
u
t th

e n
arro

w
 

acquittal. 
If h

e w
ere tried

 an
d
 acq

u
itted

 th
ere 

w
ould be no brake w

hatsoever on the 
P

resident's pow
er—

save public opin-
io

n
. T

h
is is to

 su
g
g
e
st th

a
t N

ix
o
n
 

m
ight follow

 the exam
ple of V

ice P
res-

id
en

t A
g
n
ew

 an
d
 resig

n
 fro

m
 th

e o
f-

fice. 
A

t a m
o
m

en
t w

h
en

 u
n
certain

ty
 o

f 
au

th
o
rity

 can
 least b

e affo
rd

ed
 d

u
e 

to
 th

e
 u

n
c
e
rta

in
ty

 in
 th

e
 M

id
e
a
st, 

th
e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t is in

 a
 sh

a
m

b
le

s 
an

d
 th

e p
u
b
lic sh

o
ck

ed
 an

d
 u

n
su

re o
f 

th
e fu

tu
re. V

ice P
resid

en
t-d

esig
n
ate 

G
erald R

. F
ord could hardly have done 

an
y
th

in
g
 else th

an
 en

d
o
rse th

e actio
n
 

of the m
an w

ho tapped him
 for th

e N
o
. 

2
 p

o
st. B

ut this is certain to delay con-
firm

atio
n
 by the S

enate and the H
o
u
se. 

In
 th

e in
terv

al th
e h

eir to
 th

e o
ffice 

is S
peaker of the H

ouse C
arl A

lbert, a 
clubbable character w

ho can h
ard

ly
 b

e 
said

 to
 h

av
e th

e stro
n
g
 q

u
alities o

f 
leadership that w

ould be dem
anded of 

an
y
 su

ccesso
r. T

h
at a n

atio
n
 w

ith
 in

-
h
eren

t g
reatn

ess sh
o
u
ld

 fin
d
 itself 

on 
th

is slip
p
ery

 slope is the tragedy. 
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