
Nixon Said to Plan Confront 
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Files of Watergate Special Prosecution Force are locked late Saturday by secretaries. 
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The past , eek's White 	ichardson said that Cox 
House maneuvering on the was fired Saturday because 
Watergate tapes' issue was his investigation was hitting 
designed p r cm a r il y to too close' to the President 
create a confrontation in and his friends and former 
which President Nixon aides and was probing too 
could fire Special Water- deeply into every aspect of 
gate Prosecutor Archibald White House activity going 
Cox and abolish his office, back to 1969. 
according to several high 	While conceding that the 
administration sources. 	tapes controversy was han- , As long ago as June, just died in a way that made it 
a month after Cox was ap- possible to get rid of Cox, 
pointed, the sources said, White House sources disa-
the President had deter- gree about.  Cox' investiga-
mined that the existence tion reaching too close to 
of a special prosecutor was the President hinhself. They 
"unworkable"  and some say the primary objection to 
... 	 the special prosecutor's .op- 
found would 

-.have to be 
found to abolish his office.. eration was that in the 

"He (Cox) wasn't containa- White House view it had be- 
ble," a high administration 1

'  expanding so that he would 
e with us for 31/2 years (the 
est of Nixon's term), treat 	tided 

 a tremendous governing 
roblem, dividing the execu- 

come partisan and some- 
ource said. Cox was thing of a witch hunt. 

Accordingly, the sourcet 
said, President Nixon de 
cided last Monday to make a 
nationwide television ad-
dress in which he would an- 

ive branch against itself," nounce the abolition of 
he source said.  Cox's office. give his own 
Sources close to former version of the contents of 
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Firing Said Planned in Advance 
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the White House tapes and 
declare the controversy to 
be closed. 

Mr. Nixon, at that point, 
had ruled out any future ac-
cess to the tapes by the 
courts or grand jury and 
was unwilling to allow inde-
pendent verification by an 
outside party of the accu- 
racy of his version of what 
the tapes contained. 

The Justice Department 
then entered into negotia-
tions with the White House, 
and Attorney General Rich-
ardson tried to persuade the 
President not to fire Cox, 
according to the sources. 

In the course of negotia-
tions, the proposal that Sen. 
John C. Stennis (D-Miss.) au-
thenticate the President's 
version of the tapes was 
seized on by the White 
House. 

When the Senate Water-
gate committee leadership 
agreed to accept the authen-
ticated version of the tapes 
on Friday, the sources said, 
the President saw the oppor-
tunity to get rid of Cox. 

"The President knew that 
Cox would not accept the so-
called compromise," one 
source said yesterday, "and 
Cox's refusal would be an 
act of defiance, making his 
firing not only reasonable 
but necessary ... particu-
larly in the face of the ac-
ceptance by the (Senate) 
committee." 

Another source said: "The  

President wanted to see if a 
constitutional bargain could 
be struck with Cox. The an-
swer was that it couldn't." 
. It is known that former 

op presidential aides H.R. 
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlich- 
man and Charles W. Colson 
have complained bitterly 
about the treatment they 
had received from the spe- 
cial prosecutor's office. 
Whether these complaints 
reached the President's ears 
is not known. 

One source said that the 
three maintained that they 
had been treated like 
"members of the mafia" by 
attorneys from Cox's office. 
For example, Haldeman, the 
President's former chief of 
staff, was called to Washing-
ton last week to testify be-
fore two of the special pros-
ecutor's grand juries. He 
testified Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday and was 
scheduled to reappear this 
Tuesday, thus forcing him to 
spend the long weekend in 
Washington. 

What several sources 
made clear yesterday was  

that the nine White House 
tapes subpoenaed by Cox in 
his investigation of the 
Watergate cover-up were 
not in fact the central issue 
of last week's tug-of-war be-
tween Cox and the White 
House. 

Sources close th Richard-
son and Cox said they were 
more concerned about get-
ting other memos, notes and 
documents that also were 
subpoenaed from the White 
House. 

Various documents and 
memos from the White 
House could have been cru-
cial evidence in cases ex-
pected to be brought by Cox 
against Nixon campaign con-
tributors, the International 
Telegraph and Telephone 
company, White House wire-
tapping, and secret investi-
gations into news leaks, the 
sources said. 

On Friday the President 
directed Cox "to make no 
further attempts by judicial 
process to obtain tapes, 
notes or memoranda of pres-
idential conversations." 

One White House official 
said that strong negative 
public reaction to the firing 

of Cox would be grossly un-
fair. "The outstanding un-
known in the case was the 
President's participation," 
the official said. "Now peo-
ple seem to be forgetting 
that he has set up a system 
to do what everybody's been 
hollering about—find out 
what's on the tapes." 

tinder an agreement with 
the Senate committee lead-
ership, 

 
 the President still 

plans to release a version of 
of the tapes that will be au-
thenticated by Sen. Stennis. 

The White House official 
said that Cox's refusal to 
agree to accept the authenti-
cated version rather than 
the tapes themselves was 
"intolerable." He said that 
Richardson was "played like 
a xylophone" by members of 
the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee who got him to agree 
to appointment of an abso-
lutely independent prosecu-
tor at his confirmation hear-
ings. 

"The Senate wanted a 
fourth branch of govern-
ment," another White House 
aide said. "The President 
said we weren't going to 
have one." 


