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Senators Back, 
Attack Nixon's 
Tape Proposal 

By John P. MacKenzie 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Reaction to President Nixon's latest 
move in the Watergate tapes controversy 
ranged from relief that a constitutional 
crisis had been averted to outrage that a 
fresh crisis has been created. 

Sen. Edward J. Gurney (R-Fla.), a mem-
ber of the Senate Watergate committee, 
said the President, in his announcement 
Friday night, had achieved "an excellent 
compromise" that would give the com-
mittee the information it needs to clear 
up the "Watergate tape mystery:" 

But Sen. Walter F. Mondale (D _Minn.) 
said Mr. Nixon's proposal "is not a com-
promise. It is a brazen and arrogant .  
attempt to evade the judicial process and 
the full consequences of the law." 

Other Senate Democrats criticized the 
President's plan to produce only an 
edited summary of nine subpoenaed tape 
recordings but did not criticize the White 
House editing. Some Democrats ex-
pressed special concern that the job of 
Watergate Special Prosecutor Archibald 
Cox, who opposed the President's move, 
had been placed in jeopardy. 

Secretary of Commerce Frederick B. 
Dent called the Nixon plan "a construc-
tive effort to avoid an major constitu-
tional crisis." He urged Americans "to 
join the bipartisan leadership of the 
Senate's Ervin committe in supporting 
the President's proposal." 

Although the White House claimed the 
endorsement ,of Watergate committee 
Chairman Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-N.C.) and 
Vice Chairman Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-
Tenn.), Garney approved, one committee 
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member denounced the ar- 
rangement and Ervin and 
others expressed reserva-
tions about it. 

Ervin said at his home in 
Morganton, N.C., that he ex-
pects to receive partial ver-
batim transcripts—not sum-
maries—of the tapes. Ex-
pressing an interpretation 
possibly at odds with-Presi-
dent Nixon's, Ervin told the 
Associated Press, "I would 
never accept anybody's sum. 
mary of anything." 

Ervin committee member 
Lowell P. Weicker Jr. (R-
Conn.) called it "a hollow 
deal" between, "an evasive 
President and an easily per-
suaded Congress," and mem-
ber Daniel K. Inouye (D-
Hawaii), noting that he had 
not been consulted by the 
committee leadership, said 
he was anxious to learn 
from Ervin what "special 
considerations" persuaded 
him to approve the deal. 

"I thought it was rather 
strange that those two mem-
bers decided for the commit-
tee," said Inouye. 

Another committee mem-
ber, Herman E. Talmadge 
(D-Ga.), said, "I have com-
plete confidence in Senator 
Stennis' integrity and I am 
satisfied with the Presi-
dent's decision in this re-
gard." 

Approval also was ex-
pressed by Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman James 
0. Eastland (D-Miss.) but 
three other committee Dem-
ocrats, Sens. Philip A. Hart 
(Mich.), Edward M. Kennedy 
(Mass.) and Birch Bayh 
(Ind.), were sharply critical. 

The President's action 
"must be seen for what it 
is," they said, "an eleventh-
hour effort, in the face of 
two strong adverse court de-
cisions, to let the Watergate 
suspects off the hook." 

The three senators called 
Mr. Nixon's instructions to 
Cox to abandon the court 
proceedings "an unjustified 
challenge to the independ-
ence and integrity of the 
special prosecutor" and 
agreed with Cox that the 
promises made when he was 
appointed last spring had 
been broken. 

They recalled that Attor-
ney General Elliott L. Rich-
ardson, at his confirmation 
hearings, had spelled out a 
guarantee of independence 
for Cox, giving him final au-
thority on legal strategy to 
combat claims of executive 
privilege. 

"We view with deep alarm 
the President's implicit 
threat to fire the special 
prosecutor if he persists in 
his so-far victorious effort to 

obtain the tapes," they said, 
noting that 'Richardson had 
pledged that Cox would be 
fired only if he "went off 
the deep end and committed 
extraordinary improprie-
ties." 

The senators concluded, 
"This additional assault on 
the integrity of the judicial 
process is a blow the coun-
try should not be forced to 
undergo, and we urge the 
President to pull back from 
this new and dangerous con-
stitutional brink." 

Similar concern for the in-
dependence of the special 
prosecutor was voiced by 
Senate Majority leader 
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.). 
Mansfield said he thought 
Cox had "a good case" in ob-
jecting to the President's 
orders. 

"I would think that the 
American people would 
want his (Cox's) hand 
strengthened as much as 
possible," Mansfield added. 

Other Democrats criticiz-
ing Mr. Nixon included Sen. 
Edmund S. Muskie (D-
Maine), who called the ac-
tion "an unacceptable re-
fusal to obey the court or-
der" and Sen. Adlai E. Ste-
venson III (10-Ill.), who said 
it showed "disdain for the 
orderly processes of the 
law." 

Vice President-designate 
Gerald R. Ford praised the 
decision and predicted that 
it "will be acceptable to. the 
American people." 

_John W. Gardner, chair-
man of Common Cause, 
called on the Attorney Gen-
eral to stand behind his spe-
cial prosecutor. "To do oth-
erwise would be to join in a 
frontal attack on this na-
tion's system of laws," he 
said. 

John W. Douglas, presi-
dent-elect of the District of 
Columbia bar, condemned 
"unjustified tampering with 
the rules of law." He said it 
is "hard to believe that the 
Attorney General, the grand 
jury and the District Court 
are going to meekly stand 
by and let this happen." 
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