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WASHINGTON (AP) — At a
crucial point last year in the
government’s Watergate inves-
tigation, the prosecutors cut off
Asst. Atty. Gen. Henry E. Pe-
tersen from all information
about the case because they
learned Petersen was giving
the information to the White
House.

A source close to the prose-
cutors said the prosecutors
learned that Petersen was pass-
ing information to the White
House Counsel John W. Dean
IIT and they feared Dean was
passing on the information to
potential defendants in -the
case.

The prosecutors did not be-
lieve Petersen was willingly or
knowingly involed in any con-
spiracy but thought he should
be severed from the case be-
cause he was a potential wit-
ness against Dean on a possible
conspiracy to obstruct justice
charge.

“Dean distributed informa-
tion he obtained from Henry
Petersen to potential defend-
ants while telling Petersen he
was collecting  information
strictly for President Nixon,”
‘one source said.

“What was happening to Hen-
ry, really, was that one of the
principals in the potential ob-
struction of justice case (relat-
ing to the Watergate cover-up)
was using the information from
Henry Petersen to further the
continued obstruction of jus-
tice.”

Neither Petersen nor the
prosecutors had any immediate
comment.

The split between Petersen
and the prosecutors came a
year ago. The White House
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lier this week show that Peter-
sen referred obliquely to the
problem in a conversation with
Nixon on April 27, 1973.

“We had a kind of crisis of
confidence night before last,”
Petersen told the President.

Later in the same conversa-
tion, he refers to his question-
ing of Dean as to what Dean
was doing with the information
he received.

“I can almost quote him,”
Petersen said. ‘‘He said “Henry,
God damn it, I need this infor-
mation. That man has desig-
nated me to get all these facts

‘““He told me that he had been
designated by you to accumu-
late all these facts and he was
reporting. to you personally.
And that you'd be clearing his
ass out if he didn’t have it and
I went back to him again, I
said, ‘John, are you sure this
informaton is not going later-

ally?’ I said, ‘Not that I dis-
trust you, but you, where is it
going? Do you know?’

“He said, ‘Henry, it is only
going upward,” which I took to
mean Ehrlichman, Haldeman
and you.”

According to the sources
close to the prosecutors:

“He (Dean) told Henry the
President wanted the informa-
tion and Henry believed him. |
When the prosecutors found out
what Dean was doing with the
information Henry was giving
him, the prosecutors told Henry
he had to sever himself from
the case because he was a po-
tential  prosecution . witness
against Dean in an obstruction
of justice.

“Petersen bridled at that. He
took the position that Nixon and
(Atty. Gen. Elliot L.) Richard-
son wanted him to be there
doing what he was doing.” ]




