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The three original prose-
cutors in the Watergate 
scandal—Earl J. Silbert, 
Seymour Glanzer and Don-
ald E. Campbell—withdrew 
from the investigation yes-
terday. • 

They said they were bow-
ing out reluctantly, but felt 
it best to give Watergate 
special prosecutor Archibald 
Cox a completely free hand, 
without any ties to the ini- 
tial investigation, which was 
impeded by a "massive ob- 
struction of justice designed 
to prevent the discovery of 
he truth." 
The local prosecutors 

added in five-page letter to 
Cox that they might be 

1r

"needed as witnesses con-
cerning events which occur-
ed since April, 1973." 
Cox, who was sworn in 

May 26, called their help in 
pursuing the case thus far 
"invaluable," and indicated 
that he wished they would 
have stayed longer. But he 
told them in a one-page let-
ter that he could not refuse 
their request, which was 
presented to him earlier in 
the afternoon. 

Strongly defending their 
conduct of the investigation 
and prosecution of the origi-
nal Watergate defendants 
before Cox took over, the 
three said they would return 
to their normal duties at 
U.S. Attorney Harold Titus' 
office here next week. 

They left Cox with a 
"comprehensive status re-
port," along with "out rec-
ommendations as to the fu-
ture steps to be taken to 
complete the investigation." 

Cox said their departure 
"may slow us down some-
what," but not enough to in-
sist on their staying against 
their wishes. 

"This case is very much a 
part of us," Silbert told re-
porters last evening. "We've 
worked long and hard on it. 
But we've concluded we 
should no longer continue 
. . . because we were part of  

the government, we were 
part of the investigation." 

It has been directed since 
May 29 by Cox's special as-
sistant, James F. Neal, with 
Silbert, Glanzer and Camp-
bell consigned to a subordi-
nate role. The three had 
considered sticking with the 
case until the expected in-
dictments concerning high-
level White House involve-
ment in the cover-up had 
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been returned, but they 
were said to have become 
increasingly restive and 
frustrated at having the di-
rection of the investigation 
taken out of their hands. 

The Watergate • grand ju-
rors who have been sifting 
the evidence since shortly 
after the break-in at Demo- 
cratic National Headquar- 
ters here June 17, 1972, were 
told of the changeover ear- 
lier in the day in a session 
with Silbert, Glanzer, Camp-
bell, Neal and associate spe-
cial Watergate prosecutor 
Philip B. Heymann who will 
work with Neal temporarily. 

Heymann has been head-
ing the task force Cox as- 
signed to investigate the co- 
vert activities of the "White 
House plumbers" and their 
1971 break-in at the offices 
of Daniel Ellsberg's psychia- 
trist during the secret probe 
that President Nixon or-
dered following the leak of 
the Pentagon Papers. 

In their letter of resigna-
f tion, Silbert, Glanzer and 
Campbell said that they 
realized it might prompt 
speculation that they were 
quitting under fire, but 
called any such talk "wholly 
unwarranted." 

"Furthermore, we em-
phatically reject any allega- 
tions of impropriety or lack 
of diligence which have 
been or might be made," they 
said. "At the very mini-
mum, we plan to submit a 

written response to any such 
criticism." 

ii
Turning to their expecta-

tion of being called as wit-`,, 
nesses in developments since 
April, Silbert told reporters 
t was based primarily on 

their questioning and bar-
gaining with former White 
House counsel John W. Dean 
III and Jeb Stuart Magruder, 

T former deputy director of 

Mr. Nixon's 1972 campaign—
both of whom are expected 
to be indicted. 

The prosecutors, who said 
they stood ready to testify 
before the Senate Watergate 
Committee as well as any 
court proceedings, said it 
would be difficult to remain 
on the ease as "both investi-
gators and potential wit-
nesses." 

The three also denied ever 
being subjected to any offi-
cial intimidation or heat 

the White House to 
imit t ieir origin prosecu-

tion to the seven Watergate 
consiprators convicted in 
January. And, in their letter 
to Cox, they implied that 
they ought to be credited 
with "the critical break-

ethrough" which they said 
took place in mid-April. 

/ Last year, by contrast, 
they said, "as the evidence 
now shows, many govern-
ment officials and others 
who, unbeknownst to us, had 

if critical evidence, either with-
? held it or made false state-
ments to the grand jury, 
thus, whether innocently or 
not, aiding and abetting the 
cover-up. Indeed, not until 

after the successful prosecu-
tion of the seven defendants 

:Mid a single witness 
forward with material iitief_ 
i'Vertli171 except for one book-
keeper with limited know-
ledge." 

They said they tried to 
enlist the help of Water-
gate spy James McCord last 

? October with "an extremely 
• generous" offer to let him 

plead guilty to a single fel-
ony count, but McCord, who 
began talking after his con-
viction, rejected it. 

"We've often said we gave 
him an offer he couldn't re-
fuse—and he refused," Glan-
zer said.  

They said they felt their 
fallback strategy of winning 
convictions first and then 
granting limited immunity 
for grand jury testimony 
"concerning the involvement 
of others" was consequent-
ly the best course to follow. 

Among the results of the 
April "breakthrough," they 
said, were Magruder's agree-
ment to plead guilty to a fel-
ony count in return for turn-
ing government witness, the 
discovery of t h e Ellsberg 
burglary during the Penta-
gon Papers trial, and Nixon 
campaign strategist Fred La-
Rue's guilty plea earlier this 
week to conspiring to ob- 



struct justice. LaRue has 
also agreed to testify for the 
government; Silbert, Glan-
zer and Campbell reminded 
Cox that they had "strongly 
urged" acceptance . of his 
plea in their status report, 
which was said tp be an 87- 
page document. I 

T h e three prosecutors 
. have been criticized for not 
seeing through Magruder's 
admitted perjured testimony 
before the grand jury last 
August in light of warning 
ignals from Nixon campaign 
reasurer Hugh Sloan. They 

have also been scored for 
permitting both White 
House aides and chief Nixon 

f
und-raiser Maurice Stans to 
1  ive their sworn statements 
'n interrogations at the Jus-
'ce Department, away from 
he grand jury. 


