
B
y S

anford J. U
ngar 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

 P
o

st S
taff W

riter 

F
orm

er A
ttorney G

eneral 
R

ichard G
. K

leindienst yes-
te

rd
a
y

 d
isp

u
te

d
 se

v
e
ra

l 
p
o
in

ts in
 th

e sw
o
rn

 testi-
m

ony of form
er presidential 

co
u
n
sel Jo

h
n
 W

. D
ean

 III 
b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 S

e
n

a
te

 se
le

c
t 

W
atergate com

m
ittee. 

K
leindienst contended, for 

exam
ple, that D

ean had not 
g
iv

e
n
 a

 fu
ll o

r a
c
c
u
ra

te
 

story of a m
eeting in the at-

to
rn

ey
 g

en
eral's o

ffice at 
th

e
 Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t 

sh
o
rtly

 after th
e Ju

n
e 1

7
, 

1972, break-in at D
em

ocratic 
N

atio
n
al C

o
m

m
ittee h

ead
-

quarters at the W
atergate. 

A
ccording to D

ean's testi-
m

ony, the presidential coun-
sel so

u
g

h
t to

 w
arn

 K
lein

-
d
ien

st an
d
 A

ssistan
t A

tto
r-

ney G
eneral H

enry E
. P

eter-
sen

 th
at th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se 

could not "w
ithstand a w

ide 
o
p
en

 in
v
estig

atio
n
" o

f th
e 

W
atergate affair. 
B

ut K
leindienst, in an in-

terview
 w

ith T
he W

ashing-
ton P

ost, said that it w
as he 

an
d
 P

etersen
 w

h
o
 w

arn
ed

 
D

ean
 o

f th
e serio

u
sn

ess o
f 

th
e m

atter an
d

 su
g

g
ested

 
th

at o
n
e o

f th
e th

ree m
en

 
seek

 an
 early

 ap
p
o
in

tm
en

t 
to

 d
iscu

ss it d
irectly

 w
ith

 
P

resident N
ixon. 

P
etersen urged that K

lein-
d
ie

n
st b

e
 th

e
 o

n
e
 to

 a
p
-

p
ro

ach
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
, th

e fo
r-

m
er atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral re-
called

, b
u

t D
ean

 said
 n

o
, 

that he w
ould do it." 

O
ther Justice D

epartipent 
so

u
rces fam

iliar w
ith

 th
e 

m
eetin

g
 h

av
e p

rev
io

u
sly

 
to

ld
 T

h
e P

o
st th

at K
lein

-
d

ien
st an

d
 P

etersen
 at th

e 
tim

e h
o
p
ed

 th
at th

e F
'resi-

dent w
ould call the attorney 

g
e
n
e
ra

l a
n
d
 d

ire
c
t th

a
t a

 
v

ig
o

ro
u

s in
v

estig
atio

n
 b

e 
co

n
d
u
cted

, reg
ard

less o
f 

w
ho w

as im
plicated. 

B
ut the phone call appar-

ently never cam
e, according 

to those sources, and K
lein-

d
ien

st an
d

 P
etersen

 w
ere 

left to
 co

n
clu

d
e eith

er th
at 

D
ean

 h
ad

 n
o

t d
iscu

ssed
 th

e 
m

atter w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t, 
a
s p

ro
m

ise
d

, o
r th

a
t th

e
 

C
hief E

xecutive w
as am

biva-
lent about the investigation. 

K
leindienst said yesterday 

th
at h

is feelin
g

 at th
e tim

e 
o

f th
e m

eetin
g

 w
ith

 D
ean

 
w

as th
at "so

m
eb

o
d
y
 o

u
g
h
t 

to advise the P
resident w

hat 
a
 fu

ll F
B

I in
v

e
stig

a
tio

n
 

m
e
a
n
s . . th

a
t w

h
e
n
 y

o
u
 

S
tart. it, y

o
u
 can

't sto
p
 it 2

5
 

p
er cen

t o
f th

e w
ay

." 
H

e recalled
 th

at h
e h

ad
 

w
arn

ed
 D

ean
 th

at "an
y

o
n

e 
w

ho had anything to do w
ith 

it (th
e W

aterg
ate b

reak
-in

) 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e cau
g

h
t u

p
 in

 th
e 

investigation." 
D

ean's concern, according 
to K

leindienst, w
as that "the 

F
B

I w
o
u
ld

 , b
e p

o
k
in

g
 its 

nose into the W
hite H

ouse." 
A

s a resu
lt, K

lein
d

ien
st 

said
, h

e an
d
 P

etersen
 h

ad
 

a
ssu

re
d

 D
e
a
n

 th
a
t th

e
re

 
w

ould be no "fishing expedi-
tio

n
" in

to
 W

h
ite H

o
u

se af-
fairs, b

u
t ad

d
ed

 th
at "an

y
  

signs of other crim
es w

ould 
be investigated." 

T
he form

er attorney gen-
eral said that D

ean had con- 
sisten

tly
 '!m

isled
" h

im
 an

d
 

P
etersen into believing that 

he (D
ean) w

as com
m

unicat- 
ing directly w

ith M
r. N

ixon 
ab

o
u
t th

e W
aterg

ate affair, 
w

hereas in fact his access to 
th

e P
resid

en
t , w

as strictly
 

through form
er presidential 

assistan
ts Jo

h
n
 D

. E
rrlich

-
m

an and H
. R

. (B
ob) H

alde-
m

an
, w

h
o
 h

av
e n

o
w

 b
een

 
im

plicated in the W
atergate 

cover-up. 
K

lein
d

ien
st in

sisted
 th

at 
in

 h
is o

w
n

 o
ccasio

n
al p

er- 
so

n
a
l c

o
n
ta

c
ts w

ith
 M

r. 
N

ixon, "the P
resident never 

su
g

g
ested

 an
y

th
in

g
 to

 m
e 

but a full investigation, w
ith 

the chips falling w
here' they 

m
ay." 
D

uring the interview
 yes-

terd
ay

 at th
e o

ffices o
f th

e 
F

ederal B
ar A

ssociation, of 
w

h
ich

 K
lein

d
ien

st is p
resi-

d
en

t, th
e fo

rm
er atto

rn
ey

 
g

en
eral in

sisted
 th

at P
eter-

sen
's attitu

d
e to

w
ard

 th
e 

W
atergate investigation w

as 
sim

ilar to his ow
n. 

H
e d

efen
d
ed

 P
etersen

 as 
"th

e fin
est career law

y
er 

I'v
e
 e

v
e
r k

n
o

w
n

," w
h

o
 

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e reg

ard
ed

 as "a 
h

ero
" o

f th
e W

aterg
ate af- 

fair, rath
er th

an
 b

ein
g

 su
s-

p
ected

 as o
n

e w
h

o
 h

elp
ed

 
p

ro
tect th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se 

from
 full disclosure. 

K
lein

d
ien

st said
 it w

as 
m

erely
 "a co

u
rtesy

 to
 th

e 
P

re
sid

e
n
t o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
ta

te
s" to

 p
e
rm

it W
h

ite
 

H
ouse aides to give private 

sw
orn statem

ents on W
ater-

g
ate rath

er th
an

 ap
p
earin

g
 

before the federal grand jury 
h
e
re

 in
v
e
stig

a
tin

g
 th

e
 

break-in. 	
, 

H
e said he felt there w

as 
"n

o
 p

ro
b
lem

" w
ith

 th
e sp

e-
cial arrangem

ent, so, long as 
th

e p
resid

en
tial aid

es' "fu
ll 

testim
ony" w

as m
ade avail-

ab
le to

 th
e g

ran
d
 ju

ry
. 

T
he form

er attorney gen-
eral d

en
ied

 th
at th

e p
ro

ce-
d
u
re, estab

lish
ed

 b
y
 P

eter-
sen

 to
 p

rev
en

t em
b
arrass-

m
en

t to
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se, 

w
as in

ten
d
ed

 to
 h

o
ld

 b
ack

 
the W

atergate probe. 
"A

fter all," h
e said

, "th
e 

P
resid

en
t is en

titled
 to

 a 
little d

ifferen
t treatm

en
t 

fro
m

 th
e av

erag
e citizen

." 
K

lein
d

ien
st said

 h
e w

as 
c
e
rta

in
 th

a
t in

 a
 p

a
ra

lle
l 

situation, "B
obby K

ennedy 
w

ouldn't haV
e forced K

en-
ny O

'D
onnell to appear be-

fore a g
ran

d
 ju

ry
." 

(R
o
b
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as 
atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral w
h
ile h

is 
b
ro

th
er, Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
, 

w
as, P

resid
en

t. K
en

n
eth

 P
. 

O
'D

o
n
n
ell w

as P
resid

en
t 

K
ennedy's appointm

ents sec-
retary.) 

T
he arrangem

ent w
as jus-

tified
 at th

e. tim
e, K

lein
-

dienst said, 
because "there 

w
as n

o
 ev

id
en

ce o
f g

u
ilt, 

o
v

er-u
p

 o
r co

m
p

licity
 b

y
 

hese people," including for-
' er p

resid
en

tial assistan
ts 

h
arles C

o
lso

n
 an

d
 E

g
il 

ro
g
h
 Jr. 	

, 
o

 B
y

 la
st A

p
ril 

15, 
w

hen 
K

lein
d
ien

st say
s h

e first 

R
IC

H
A

R
D

 G
. K

L
E

IN
D

IE
N

S
T

 
... w

arned D
ean 

"th
ey

 to
 learn

 k
ey

 d
etails 

o
f th

e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 a
ffa

ir, 
"th

ey
 w

eren
't g

ettin
g
 th

o
se 

co
u
rtesies an

y
m

o
re," h

e 
pointed out. 

K
lein

d
ien

st also
 d

en
ied

 
y

esterd
ay

 th
at h

e h
ad

 ev
er 

h
a
d

 a
 firm

 p
la

n
 to

 e
n

te
r 

th
e T

ex
as law

 firm
 o

f fo
r-

m
er T

reasury S
ecretary John 

C
o
n
n
ally

, as su
g
g
ested

 b
y
 

D
ean

 in
 h

is testim
o

n
y

. 
(D

ean's testim
ony seem

ed 
to

 im
p

ly
 th

at th
e p

o
ssib

il-
ity

 o
f K

lein
d
ien

st's lo
sin

g
 

his chance to enter the C
on-

n
ally

 firm
 w

as co
n
sid

ered
 

as a w
ay

 to
 m

ak
e th

e th
en

-
atto

rn
ey

 „g
en

eral m
o
re co

-
o
p
erativ

e w
ith

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse.) 
"Jo

h
n
 C

o
n
n
ally

 an
d
 

I 
h

a
v

e
 c

o
m

e
 to

 b
e
 g

o
o

d
 

frien
d
s," K

lein
d
ien

st ex
-

p
lain

ed
. "S

ev
eral m

o
n

th
s 

ag
o

, sin
ce h

e k
n

ew
 I w

as 
p
lan

n
in

g
 to

 leav
e th

e C
ab

i-
n
et in

 S
ep

tem
b
er„ h

e said
 

he w
ould like to talk" about 

K
leindienst joining the firm

. 
B

u
t th

e fo
rm

er atto
rn

ey
 

g
e
n

e
ra

l sa
id

 h
e
 w

a
s su

r-
p
rised

 to
 learn

 th
at C

o
n
-

n
a
lly

 h
a
d

 d
isc

u
sse

d
 th

is 
w

ith
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 th

at 
D

ean
 h

ad
 learn

ed
 ab

o
u

t it. 

S
om

e P
oin

ts in
 D

ean
's S

tory 
re D

isp
u

ted
 b

y K
lein

d
ien

st 
2,

717 


