
New Shocks and More to Come 

THE NATION 

demonstrated what they had always felt 
about "Tricky Dick." Yet vast numbers 
in the middle, from which Nixon had 
hoped to build a permanent Republican 
New Majority, were becoming aroused. 
The conservative Detroit News also 
showed how opinion was shifting. On 
April 19, the News declared: "Smelly 
as the Watergate incident is, it would 
be a mistake to make it into a major 
scandal." Last week the News asked, "Is 
it overplayed?" and answered no. 
Watergate now indicated "a pattern of 
spying, lying, bribery and payoffs that 
derogate the entire political system and 
are unworthy of a great democracy." 
Even Conservative Columnist William 
F. Buckley Jr. suggested last week that 
if Nixon is found guilty of obstructing 
justice in the case, he ought to be cen-
sured by the Congress. Buckley, al-
though he likes Agnew, conceded that 
impeachment of Nixon would be un-
fair to all those who would not accept 
the Vice President as their leader. 

Nixon may yet recover from Water-
gate's most serious implications if he 
quickly and personally acts to dismiss 
anyone in whom he has lost confidence 
because of the affair. Such aides are now 
a clear liability to him. He need not wait 
for indictments, assuming he now 
knows who was involved. If he does not, 
he has been astonishingly negligent. As 
Mississippi Democratic Senator John 
Stennis noted last week, Nixon has 

As another saddening week in the 
Watergate scandal unfolded, the events 
raised new doubts about the Nixon 
Administration's various vehicles for 
ach eying justice. 

The resignation of Acting FBI Di-
rect r L. Patrick Gray III showed how 
far the deception had spread among 
me charged with law enforcement. 
Gra had failed to win approval from 
the Senate Judiciary Committee as per-
manent FBI director largely because of 
hisummy cooperation with the White 
Ho se in the Watergate investigation. 
His ventual resignation thus was cer-
tain. But it came suddenly, after he had 
confided to "friends" that he planned 
to tell the federal Watergate grand jury 
in Washington about an astonishing 
cover-up of potential evidence on his 
part, This, he said, would implicate two 
of Nixon's closest aides. At the implied 
suggestion of John Ehrlichman, Nixon's 

AP 

time were searching for Hunt to quiz 
him about Watergate, Gray obediently 
took these files home, put them in a clos-
et over the weekend, then carried them 
to his office and discarded them in a 
"burn bag" to be destroyed. Although 
some other FBI officials do not believe 
him, Gray claimed he did not even look 
at the papers to see what he was burn-
ing. Gray contends that he learned their 
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survived other crises, and may yet be 
able to "tough it out." 

Yet Nixon cannot readily shake the 
damage done to his own reputation by 
so many people operating so improperly 
in his name. Unlike most Washington 
scandals in the past, Watergate is not a 
case of a few officials trying to steal pub-
lic money or use their influence for pri-
vate gain. Most of the clandestine ac-
tivities were undertaken in a blatantly 
amoral atmosphere for the sole purpose 
of helping to re-elect Richard Nixon or 
of concealing that effort by subverting 
the judicial process. These were all Nix-
on's men. His presidency, and his place 
in history, are contaminated by them. 
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dom stic affairs adviser, and John W. 
Dea III, Nixon's chief counsel, Gray 
claimed, he had burned two files con-
taining the papers of one of the con-
victed wiretappers, E. Howard Hunt Jr., 
a forMer White House consultant. 

The papers were among many doc-
uments taken from Hunt's safe in the 
Executive Office Building immediately 
after the wiretappers were arrested 
June 17. Counsel Dean had ordered the 
safe opened, and had examined the pa-
pers for six days before turning most 
of them over to the FBI. But he had with-
held tkvo file folders that, according to 
Gray, he considered "political dyna-
mite" and wanted destroyed. First, Gray 
told fiends, Ehrlichman had suggested 
to D an: "You drive over the bridge 
every fight. Why don't you throw them 
over?' (Dean lives across the Potomac 
in Al xandria, Va.) Instead, at a meet-
ing in Ehrlichman's office on June 28, 
Dean had handed the folders to Gray 
with the remark: "These papers should 
never see the light of day." 

EvIen though his own agents at the 

The High Price of 
Just Going Along 
JEB STUART MAGRUDER had it all fig-

ured out. After serving as acting di-
rector of the Committee for the Re-
Election of the President, he would 
move on to a high White House post in 
Nixon's second term. From there he 
would run for secretary of state in Cal-
ifornia. After that, who knows? Sena-
tor? Governor? No limits seemed to dim 
the vision of a highflying political com-
er of 38 who charmed wherever he 
went, who scarcely had an enemy any-
where to say a spiteful word about him. 

Then came Watergate, its grimy de-
tails surfacing bit by bit, first tainting 
Magruder, then destroying his hopes of 
high office and honors. It was a cruel 
fate for a man who had developed al-
most everything except the kind of char-
acter to withstand the temptations of 
power at the highest levels. 

As far back as any one can remem-
ber, Magruder was a popular, even ir-
resistible figure: outgoing, unpreten-
tious, effervescent. A member of one of 
Maryland's oldest families, he grew up 
on Staten Island in New York City. As 
a teen-ager, he became a star tennis 
player. He graduated from Williams 
College with honors and married a Vas-
sar beauty, Gail Nicholas, who shared 
his conservative political views. While 



contents only last month from Henry 
Petersen, the head of the Justice De-
partment's criminal division. According 
to Gray, Dean told Petersen that the pa-
pers included I) some of Hunt's reports 
on Democratic Senator Edward Ken-
nedy's accident at Chappaquiddick Is-
land, and 2) some fake State Depart-
ment cables contrived by Hunt to 
implicate President John Kennedy in 
the 1963 assassination of South Viet 
Nam's President Ngo Dinh Diem. All 
of this presumably could have been used 
against Teddy's candidacy if the Sen-
ator had run against Nixon. 

Some FBI agents believe that among 
the burned papers was a memo based 
on Hunt's reportedly secret interview 
with ITT's Washington lobbyist Dita 
Beard, who had linked an ITT offer of 
contributions to the Republican Nation-
al Convention with the Justice Depart-
ment's settlement of antitrust suits 
against ITT. This memo, agents believe, 
was highly embarrassing to the Nixon 
Administration. It was not clear wheth-
er there might have been other Hunt 
documents in the file that were relevant 
to the FBI investigation. 

When he resigned, a few hours af-
ter the news reports of his destruction 
of the Hunt files, Gray did not deny 
the allegations. But he said that the FBI 
itself "has been in no way involved in 
any of those personal acts or judgments  

that may now be called into question,' 
and that "the FBI deserves the full trust 
of the American people." A revolt with-
in the FBI helped force Gray out. After 
disclosure of the Hunt paper burning, 
several high FBI officials went to the of-
fice of the bureau's No. 2 man, W. Mark 
Felt, and said: "If you don't tell Gray 
to get out of the building, we will." Lat-
er, several assistant FBI directors con-
fronted Gray, telling him he must quit. 

Appalled. Ehrlichman confirmed 
that the June meeting took place and 
that Dean had given Gray some Hunt 
material at that time. But he denied that 
he gave Gray any suggestion of what 
to do with the material or that he per-
sonally knew what information the doc-
uments contained. He conceded that he 
did not tell the President about the mat-
ter until April 15, when, he said, he first 
learned of the papers' "disposition" 
—presumably the burning. 

Acting speedily for the first time in 
the entire Watergate affair, Nixon 
named a new interim acting FBI direc-
tor just three hours after Gray's resig-
nation was made public. Nixon's choice 
was William D. Ruckelshaus, 40, ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. A tough-minded law-
yer, liberal Republican and a former 
Assistant Attorney General, he is 
known to be appalled at the continuing 
revelations of White House involve- 

ment in the Watergate cover-up. He 
does not expect to serve more than two 
months, said Ruckelshaus, and he does 
not want to be considered as a perma-
nent replacement for J. Edgar Hoover. 

There were increasing demands that 
Nixon appoint an outside, independent 
official to take over top authority for di-
recting the case. The nation's most dis-
tinguished bar association, that of New 
York City (of which Nixon is a mem-
ber), sent a letter to the President, ar-
guing that "possible conflict of interest, 
as well as problems relating to profes-
sional ethics," were involved in keep-
ing the matter under Justice Depart-
ment direction. Warned the associa-
tion's president, Orville H. Schell Jr.: 
"The integrity of the entire process of 
justice is at stake." 

There was a rising clamor within the 
Justice Department itself for Petersen, 
at least, to remove himself from the 
case, as Attorney General Richard 
Kleindienst had done. A Democrat and 
former FBI clerk, Petersen shifted to the 
Justice Department in 1951 and rose 
steadily, especially under the more re-
cent direction of former Attorney Gen-
eral John Mitchell. 

Several career attorneys in the de-
partment told TIME that Petersen will 
be asked to testify as a witness in any 
trial involving White House aides be-
cause he had regular discussions with 

working in a management-consultant 
firm in Chicago, he earned a master's de-
gree in business administration. 

In his free time, Magruder helped 
out in G.O.P. political campaigns. He 
worked for Barry Goldwater in 1964, 
served as Nixon's Southern California 
coordinator in 1968. After the election, 
he joined H.R. Haldeman's White 
House staff where he was considered 
to be so loyal that he was picked to 
check up on the loyalty of other staff-
ers. A first-rate organizer, he was named 
deputy director of C.R.P. by John 
Mitchell. Occasionally, friends recall, a 
streak of zealotry marred his surface 
charm. Nixon, he used to say, must be 
re-elected "at all costs." 

When the Watergate seven were ar-
rested, Magruder reacted visibly. He be-
came dispirited and lost weight. Obvi-
ously, political corruption was a strain 
on Magruder. "He confused party in-
terest with national interest," says a 
Washington neighbor. "When you get 
in the circles he was in, that's easy to 
do. The pressures are positively unbe-
lievable." Adds a former White House 
aide: "If you are conformist-oriented, 
you go along. Jeb didn't like to be a 
pain in the ass." 

By late summer, when Watergate 
proved to have little impact on the cam-
paign and the President's re-election 
was assured, Magruder recovered his 
aplomb. Even so, he had been compro- 

mised. Because his name had cropped 
up in connection with the break-in, Hal-
deman told him that no big White 
House job was available. If he faced 
Senate confirmation, he was sure to be 
grilled about G.O.P. campaign tactics. 
A special post was created for him at 
the Commerce Department. From there 
it was all downhill, as the Watergate in-
vestigation gathered momentum and re-
vealed that Magruder had been lying 
when he said he had no advance knowl-
edge of the break-in. Last week Ma- 

gruder gave up his Commerce job. He 
may well go to jail for perjury. 

Magruder got the fame he sought 
—though hardly the kind he expected 
or perhaps deserved. His ranch-style 
house in Sumner, Md., is staked out by 
television crews and reporters; passers-
by stop to gawk. The once ebullient 
family is not often on view. There are 
no more supper parties, bicycling trips, 
tennis matches. Rarely does anyone an-
swer the doorbell or the telephone. An 
American political career has ended. 

JEB & GAIL MAGRUDER WITH THEIR FOUR CHILDREN AT THEIR MARYLAND HOME 


