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The Forgotten Man

On the night of June 17, 1972,
Frank Wills was working as a security
guard at Washington’s Watergate com-
plex. He noticed on his first round that
the latch of a basement door had been
taped open. Wills assumed workmen
that day had done it; so he removed
the tape and continued his patrol. When
he came around again, however, he
found that the tape had been replaced.
Wills called the police. The five Water-
gate burglars were arrested, and the ep-
isode became part of the currently trau-
matic American history.

Wills alone gained an instant obscu-
rity from the episode. He received a pro
formaletter of commendation and a $5-
a-week raise. He was also sufficiently
unnerved by the event that he quit his
job. Now he is back on the beat again
in another Washington building, mak-
ing $85 a week.

The incident left him with enough
reflections to make him want to run for
political office himself some day. “There
is a breakdown in the political system,”
says Wills, who is now 25. “The Amer-
ican people are not aware of what is
really happening. I've seen it firsthand,
and it’s opened my eyes real wide. I feel
sorry for the people who look at Wa-
tergate and say it’s just politics.”

SECURITY GUARD FRANK WILLS
An instant obscurity.

14

Tear for the Onion

The high cost of eating is something
to cry about. Even the lowly onion. Last
year a 50-1b. sack of Spanish or white
onions cost around $6. Now, due to
flooded crops and poor harvests, they
run as high as $23 per sack in Chicago
and $30 in Los Angeles. The result: for
the first time in memory, lunch-coun-
ter customers cannot depend on free
onion slices with their hamburgers.

Manhattan’s Bun & Burger chain
has removed sliced onions from its
lunch counters, keeping instead an
emergency supply of chopped onions
hidden away and given only to those
customers “who insist they cannot eat
a hamburger without them.” Customers
have generally been cooperative be-
cause, as one short-order cook put it,
“they are not buying onions for their
homes either.” At Manhattan’s Soup
Burg, they claim that the cost of raw
onion per hamburger is up to 7¢ or 8¢.
“It's getting to be the most expensive
part of the hamburger,” says one of the
waiters. The National Press Club in
Washington has eliminated the thick
onion garnish from the top of its $2
hamburger. Says the club chef, “You
have to know somebody these days to
get an onion.”

You Can't Tdke It with You

Before he began serving a sentence
for parole violation at Minnesota state
prison at Stillwater, Richard C. Jack-
son had never been considered an art-
ist. But in 2% years, the 53-year-old
printer developed a keen aesthetic eye
as well as an appreciation for shading,
contrast and tone. Working laboriously
in the prison’s printing shop, convict
Jackson came up with an amazingly
good portrait of Andrew Jackson, a nice
rear view of the White House and pass-
able reproductions of the filigree found
ona U.S. $20 bill. When his sentence ex-
pired in March, he loaded up a card-
board box with $16,000 in phony 20s,
asked the guard to hold it while he
signed out, took back the box, and
walked off a free and rich man.

Jackson was finally rearrested three
weeks ago after he had spent a part of
his bogus fortune. “Actually, the bills
he turned out were pretty good.” said
Assistant U.S. Attorney Thor Anderson
in appreciation of the artistry. “The ma-
jor failure was that the paper he had to
work with just wasn’t suited for a real-
ly good counterfeit.”

STEVE NORTHUP
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THE ADMINISTRATION

It Gets Worse:
Nixon’s Crisis
Of Confidence

ITH each passing hour the Gov-
ernment crisis in Washington grew
more tense. A federal grand jury was
meeting secretly to consider indict-
ments of high Nixon officials in the Wa-
tergate wiretapping and its cover-up.
The President was spending long days
considering what to do about the scan-
dal. The dismissal or suspension of some
of his closest aides was not only antic-
ipated, but overdue. Around the cap-
ital, the suspense was complicated by a
pervasive air of unreality, a sense of
something gone disastrously wrong very
near the center of the nation’s power.
Yet there was no word from Nixon. All
of Washington, not to mention the
country, wondered: What was the Pres-
ident waiting for? Why didn’t he act?
Only a few weeks ago, Nixon had
seemed at the very peak of his power.
Now he was suddenly besieged. The
economy seemed mismanaged, prices
still out of control. The peace in South-
east Asia was precarious. Above all,
Watergate—which once could be dis-
missed as a pointless political caper
—not only impugned the character of
the top men around Nixon, but raised
deeply troubling doubts about the Pres-
ident himself, clearly affecting his abil-




ity to govern and to lead the nation.

No hint of why Nixon had not tak-
en any dramatic action to clean up the
mess could be discerned in what was
known of the President’s secretive ac-
tivity. He consulted one of the few ad-
visers in whom he still has trust, Sec-
retary of State William P. Rogers. State
Department sources confirmed that
Nixon wanted Rogers to lead a house-
cleaning; Rogers declined, suggesting
that to gain full public confidence some-
one outside of the Administration must
be called in. Nixon sounded out anoth-
er trusted associate, former Defense
Secretary Melvin Laird, who also said
no, thanks. But why didn’t Nixon as-

guima tha onerous duty himself?
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Ominous. Within the distraught
White House staff, speculation about an
ominous answer grew beyond the whis-
per stage. The President was seen at
least twice in consultation with John J.
Wilson, a Washington attorney who had
been retained by two of Nixon’s most in-
timate aides: H.R. Haldeman, the White
House chief of staff, and John Ehrlich-
man, the President’s adviser on domes-
tic affairs. Since their names were in-
creasingly being mentioned by other
suspects in the Watergate conspiracy as
either trying to cover up White House
knowledge of the affair or helping to
pay the wiretappers to keep quiet, they
had ample reason to hire a lawyer. But
why was Nixon seeing Wilson? Said one
White House source: “Wilson was re-
tained by Haldeman and Ehrlichman
to warn the President that they will not
go easily or readily.” The implication:
pushed to the wall, these aides might re-
veal that Nixon himself was part of the
cover-up conspiracy.

There is no proof of that. Yet nei-
ther is there any certainty that Nixon
was unaware of the kind of intelligence
activity his aides were contemplating.
While most editorialists and columnists
seem to doubt that Nixon knew about
Watergate in advance, a prominent ad-
viser to the Administration expressed a
frequent line of speculation. “I can
imagine an- Oval Office conversation
like this between Nixon and his aides:
‘Don’t worry, boss. We have ways of
finding out what those s.0.b.s are doing’
—and. Nixon letting it pass.” The like-
lihood that the President promptly
learned of White House involvement
once the Nixon committee had been
linked with the arrested wiretappers
—but failed to admit it—is far greater.

More and more, Administration of-
ficials find it simply unbelievable that
former Attorney General John Mitch-
ell, a longtime Nixon confidant who
has belatedly admitted attending three
meetings at which the Watergate wire-
tapping was discussed, did not imme-
diately tell the President everything he
knew after the wiretappers had carried
out their plans. If, as Mitchell main-
tains, he repeatedly refused to approve
the Watergate plot, there seemed no rea-
son for him to refrain from telling
Nixon which officials had ignored him
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and gone ahead. The Washington Pos:
reported last week that Nixon had, in
fact, been warned at least three times,
beginning in January, that his White
House aides were trying to conceal their
advance knowledge of the affair.

As Nixon hesitated, much of the
normally smooth-functioning White
House machinery came to a standstill.
Conceded one White House official:
“The ship of state lies dead in the wa-
ter.” The daily White House staff meet-
ings chaired by Haldeman stopped. An
air of mutual suspicion and self-protec-
tion paralyzed much of the staff. Even
the most innocent aides assumed that
their "office telephones were being
tapped. Recently, a ranking member o
Nixon's staff suspected that his whole
office was bugged. When a superior en-
tered and asked some questions, the real
replies were scribbled on a pad and giv-
en to the boss, while the two continued
an innocuous conversation.

In both the White House and the
Justice Department, officials resorted to
black humor, forming betting pools on
just who would be indicted by the grand
jury. A commonly heard quip was:
“Well, let’s hope they go to jail with
honor.” The situation seemed to be spin-
ning out of anyone’s control:

» The FBI's acting director, L. Pat-
rick Gray III, was said to have de-
stroyed papers that came from the
Executive Office Building safe of one
of the convicted wiretappers—and he
claimed that he had done so at the
prompting of Ehrlichman and Nixon’s
chief counsel, John W. Dean III. Gray
abruptly resigned.

> Two of the convicted Watergate
conspirators were reported by the Jus-
tice Department to have burglarized the
office of a psychiatrist to seek damag-
ing evidence against Daniel Ellsberg
(see following stories).

Those two developments added a
new, sinister, almost police-state dimen-
sion to the affair. Meanwhile, the Pres-
ident, who is reported to be “furious”
about the whole miserable matter, re-
mained silent.

Nixon suffered the further indignity
of hearing his Vice President, Spiro T.
Agnew, attest to his boss’s integrity
—thereby calling attention to the fact
that it was in question. For several
weeks, Agnew’s aides had spread the
word that the Vice President was “ap-
palled” by Nixon's handling of the
Watergate scandal. But Agnew last
week read a 90-second prepared state-
ment saying that he wanted it known
that “I have full confidence in the in-
tegrity of President Nixon and in his de-
termination and ability to resolve the
Watergate matter to the full satisfaction
of the American people.”

Across the U.S., concern about
Watergate, long so surprisingly mini-
mal, was clearly growing. Many Nixon
adherents were still dismissing it as “just
politics” or claiming that “everyone
does it—they just got caught.” Nixon
critics claimed that Watergate only
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demonstrated what they had always felt
about “Tricky Dick.” Yet vast numbers
in the middle, from which Nixon had
hoped to build a permanent Republican
New Majority, were becoming aroused.
The conservative Detroit News also
showed how opinion was shifting. On
April 19, the News declared: “Smelly
as the Watergate incident is, it would
be a mistake to make it into a major
scandal.” Last week the News asked, “Is
it overplayed?” and answered no.
Watergate now indicated “a pattern of
spying, lying, bribery and payoffs that
derogate the entire political system and
are unworthy of a great democracy.”
Even Conservative Columnist William
F. Buckley Jr. suggested last week that
if Nixon is found guilty of obstructing
justice in the case, he ought to be cen-
sured by the Congress. Buckley, al-
though he likes Agnew, conceded that
impeachment of Nixon would be un-
fair to all those who would not accept
the Vice President as their leader.
Nixon may yet recover from Water-
gate’s most serious implications if he
quickly and personally acts to dismiss
anyone in whom he has lost confidence
because of the affair. Such aides are now
a clear liability to him. He need not wait
for indictments, assuming he now
knows who was involved. If he does not,
he has been astonishingly negligent. As
Mississippi Democratic Senator John
Stennis noted last week, Nixon has
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survived other crises, and may yet be
able to “tough it out.”

Yet Nixon cannot readily shake the
damage done to his own reputation by
so many people operating so improperly
in his name. Unlike most Washington
scandals in the past, Watergate is not a

case of a few officials trying to steal pub- *

lic money or use their influence for pri-
vate gain. Most of the clandestine ac-
tivities were undertaken in a blatantly
amoral atmosphere for the sole purpose
of helping to re-elect Richard Nixon or
of concealing that effort by subverting
the judicial process. These were all Nix-
on’s men. His presidency, and his place
in history, are contaminated by them.

New Shocks—and More to Come

As another saddening week in the
Watergate scandal unfolded. the events
raised new doubts about the Nixon
Administration’s various vehicles for
achieving justice.

The resignation of Acting FBI Di-
rector L. Patrick Gray III showed how
far the deception had spread among
men charged with law enforcement.
Gray had failed to win approval from
the Senate Judiciary Committee as per-
manent FBI director largely because of
his chummy cooperation with the White
House in the Watergate investigation.
His eventual resignation thus was cer-
tain. But it came suddenly, after he had
confided to “friends” that he planned
to tell the federal Watergate grand jury
in Washington about an astonishing
cover-up of potential evidence on his
part. This, he said, would implicate two
of Nixon’s closest aides. At the implied
suggestion of John Ehrlichman, Nixon’s
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domestic affairs adviser, and John W.
Dean III, Nixon’s chief counsel, Gray
claimed, he had burned two files con-
taining the papers of one of the con-
victed wiretappers, E. Howard Hunt Jr.,
a former White House consultant.

The papers were among many doc-
uments taken from Hunt’s safe in the
Executive Office Building immediately
after the wiretappers were arrested
June 17. Counsel Dean had ordered the
safe opened, and had examined the pa-
pers for six days before turning most
of them over to the FBI. But he had with-
held two file folders that, according to
Gray. he considered “political dyna-
mite” and wanted destroyed. First, Gray
told friends, Ehrlichman had suggested
to Dean: “You drive over the bridge
every night. Why don’t you throw them
over?’ (Dean lives across the Potomac
in Alexandria, Va.) Instead, at a meet-
ing in Ehrlichman’s office on June 28,
Dean had handed the folders to Gray
with the remark: “These papers should
never see the light of day.”

Even though his own agents at the

time were searching for Hunt to quiz
him about Watergate, Gray obediently
took these files home, put them in a clos-
et over the weekend, then carried them
to his office and discarded them in a
“burn bag” to be destroyed. Although
some other FBI officials do not believe
him, Gray claimed he did not even look
at the papers to see what he was burn-
ing. Gray contends that he learned their
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The High Price of
Just Going Along

JEB STUART MAGRUDER had it all fig-
ured out. After serving as acting di-
rector of the Committee for the Re-
Election of the President, he would
move on to a high White House post in
Nixon’s second term. From there he
would run for secretary of state in Cal-
ifornia. After that, who knows? Sena-
tor? Governor? No limits seemed to dim
the vision of a highflying political com-
er of 38 who charmed wherever he
went, who scarcely had an enemy any-
where to say a spiteful word about him.

Then came Watergate, its grimy de-
tails surfacing bit by bit, first tainting
Magruder, then destroying his hopes of
high office and honors. It was a cruel
fate for a man who had developed al-
most everything except the kind of char-
acter to withstand the temptations of
power at the highest levels.

As far back as any one can remem-
ber, Magruder was a popular, even ir-
resistible figure: outgoing, unpreten-
tious, effervescent. A member of one of
Maryland’s oldest families, he grew up
on Staten Island in New York City. As
a teen-ager. he became a star tennis
player. He graduated from Williams
College with honors and married a Vas-
sar beauty, Gail Nicholas, who shared
his conservative political views. While

S 53 SRy v




