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T
elling It to the Judge—

A
t the W

rong T
im

e 
L

O
S

 A
N

G
E

L
E

S
—

P
robably never be-

fo
re h

as th
ere b

een
 su

ch
 an

 in
tru

sio
n
 

in
to

 th
e ju

d
icial p

ro
cess b

y
 th

e ex
-

ecu
tiv

e b
ran

ch
 as, it is n

o
w

 ap
p
aren

t, 
th

ere w
as in

 th
e trial fo

r esp
io

n
ag

e, 
th

eft an
d
 co

n
sp

iracy
 o

f D
an

iel E
lls-

b
erg

 an
d
 A

n
th

o
n
y
 J. R

u
sso

 Jr. 
T

h
e circu

m
stan

ces b
ecam

e p
u
b
lic 

piecem
eal during the w

eek. O
n M

on-
d
ay

 m
o
rn

in
g
 th

ere w
as a m

atter-o
f-

fact an
n
o
u
n
cem

en
t b

y
 F

ed
eral Ju

d
g
e 

W
illiam

 M
atth

ew
 B

y
rn

e Jr. th
at o

n
 

A
p
ril 5

 h
e m

et at S
an

 S
lem

en
te w

ith
 

Jo
h
n
 E

h
rlic

h
m

a
n
, th

e
n
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

N
ix

o
n
's to

p
 ad

v
iser fo

r d
o
m

estic af-
fairs. M

r. E
hrlichm

an "suggested to m
e 

a possible future assignm
ent in govern-

m
en

t," th
e ju

d
g
e said

. H
e also

 m
et 

"fo
r o

n
e
 m

in
u
te

 o
r le

ss" w
ith

 th
e
 

P
resid

en
t. M

r. B
y
rn

e said
 h

is "in
itial 

reaction w
as I could not and w

ould not 
g
iv

e co
n
sid

eratio
n
 to

 an
y
 o

th
er p

o
si-

tio
n
 u

n
til th

is case is co
n
clu

d
ed

." 
O

n
 W

ed
n
esd

ay
, Ju

d
g
e B

y
rn

e elab
-

o
ra

te
d
. T

h
e
 jo

b
 in

v
o
lv

e
d
 w

a
s th

e
 

directorship of the F
ederal B

ureau of 
In

v
estig

atio
n
. B

u
t h

e also
 d

isclo
sed

 
th

at h
e h

ad
 h

ad
 a seco

n
d
 "b

rief co
n
-

v
e
rsa

tio
n
" in

 a
 m

e
e
tin

g
 w

ith
 M

r. 
E

hrlichm
an on A

pril 7 in S
anta M

onica, 
and repeated his "initial reaction." H

e 
d
id

 n
o
t o

ffer an
y
 ex

p
lan

atio
n
 o

f w
h
y
  

he had seen M
r. E

hrlichm
an a second 

tim
e. 

T
h
e in

ten
se in

terest o
f th

e W
h
ite 

H
o
u
se in

 th
e P

en
tag

o
n
 P

ap
ers case 

has been m
anifest from

 the beginning, 
w

hen T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es first began 
p
u
b
lish

in
g
 ex

cerp
ts fro

m
 th

e lo
n
g
, 

secret stu
d
y
 o

f g
o
v
ern

m
en

t p
o
licy

 in
 

th
e V

ietn
am

 w
ar. T

h
e G

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
first tried

 an
d
 failed

 to
 su

p
p
ress p

u
b
-

licatio
n
 o

f th
e p

ap
ers. M

r. E
llsb

erg
 

ad
m

itted
 tak

in
g
 th

e p
ap

ers an
d
 w

as 
indicted for espionage. A

nd last w
eek 

Judge B
yrne turned over to the defense 

an F
.B

.I. report including a statem
ent 

from
 M

r. E
hrlichm

an in w
hich he said 

P
resident N

ixon him
self had asked for 

a W
hite H

ouse investigation—
separate 

from
 the F

.B
.I. investigation—

into the 
case. T

h
u
s, th

e P
resid

en
t's in

v
o
lv

e-
m

ent w
as unusual and great w

hen the 
F

.B
.I. jo

b
 w

as d
iscu

ssed
 w

ith
 Ju

d
g
e 

B
yrne during the trial last m

onth. 
T

he defense im
m

ediately asked for 
d
ism

issal o
f th

e case. In
 its m

o
tio

n
, 

still under consideration by the judge, 
th

e
 d

e
fe

n
se

 sa
id

, in
 p

a
rt, ". . . w

e
 

w
ould, w

ere w
e to use blunt language, 

characterize this as an attem
pt to offer 

a bribe to the court." D
efense attorney 

L
eonard I. W

eingless added that if the  

d
efen

se h
ad

 o
ffered

 th
e ju

d
g
e a jo

b
 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e trial "th
e en

tire d
efen

se 
team

 w
ould be in jail." 

T
he judge denied the dism

issal m
o-

tion, saying he w
as convinced his im

-
p
artiality

 h
ad

 n
o
t b

een
 im

p
aired

. B
u
t 

h
e w

ith
h
eld

 d
ecisio

n
 o

n
 w

h
eth

er h
e 

sh
o
u
ld

 en
d
 th

e trial o
n
 g

ro
u
n
d
s th

at 
the G

overnm
ent's case had otherw

ise 
been fatally tainted by suppression of 
evidence ands the burglary of M

r. E
lls-

berg's office. 

T
h
ere w

ere startlin
g
 d

isclo
su

res 
ab

o
u
t th

at b
u
rg

lary
 o

n
 F

rid
ay

. In
 a 

long, detailed excerpt from
 the grand 

jury testim
ony of convicted W

atergate 
plotter E

. H
ow

ard H
unt, Jr., it w

as dis-
clo

sed
 th

at th
e in

v
asio

n
 o

f th
e d

o
c-

to
r's o

ffice w
as co

n
ceiv

ed
 an

d
 p

aid
 

fo
r in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se an

d
 o

u
tfitted

 
—

w
ith

 a cam
era an

d
 d

isg
u
ises—

b
y
 

the C
entral Intelligence A

gency. H
unt 

said E
gil K

rogh Jr. and D
avid Y

oung, 
tw

o
 fo

rm
er W

h
ite H

o
u
se aid

es, h
ad

 
supervised the operation closely even 
w

hile he, H
unt, had been w

arned 'that 
n
o
b
o
d
y
 at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se co

u
ld

 b
e 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 d

irectly
. T

h
e b

reak
-in

 w
as 

actu
ally

 m
ad

e b
y
 th

ree tith
er m

en
 

w
h
o
, H

u
n
t said

, rep
o
rted

 to
 h

im
 th

at 
they had gone through "every file" in  

the office—
and found nothing. 

In an affidavit, M
r. K

rogh adm
itted 

th
at, as H

u
n
t said

, M
r. K

ro
g
h
 w

as 
H

u
n
t's W

h
ite H

o
u
se co

n
tact in

 th
e 

operation. 
M

r. 
K

ro
g
h
 also

 said
 th

at 
b
efo

re h
e b

ecam
e in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e 

break-in plot, he had had personal con-
v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 in

 
w

h
ich

 h
e learn

ed
 o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's 
co

n
cern

 o
v
er leak

s o
f secu

rity
 in

-
fo

rm
a
tio

n
. T

h
e
 c

o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n
 h

a
d
 

n
o
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 th

e b
u
rg

lary
, M

r. 
K

ro
g
h
 said

. T
h
e C

. I. A
. d

en
ied

 fo
re-

know
ledge of the plot. 

M
r. E

hrlichm
an has adm

itted learn-
in

g
 o

f th
e b

reak
-in

 after it o
ccu

rred
 

an
d
 d

o
in

g
 n

o
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t it ex

cep
t to

 
w

arn
 H

u
n
t "n

o
t to

 d
o
 it ag

ain
." 

T
hroughout the w

eek, Judge B
yrne 

kept dem
anding that the G

overnm
ent 

sp
eed

 u
p
 th

e in
v
estig

atio
n
 h

e h
as 

o
rd

ered
 in

to
 th

e W
aterg

ate-P
en

tag
o
n
 

P
apers trial connection. H

e rem
inded 

th
e p

ro
secu

to
r tim

e an
d
 ag

ain
 th

at 
"the burden is on the G

overnm
ent" to 

p
ro

v
e th

at n
eith

er th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

n
o
r th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t n

o
r th

e 
W

atergate conspirators had interfered 
w

ith
 th

e co
n
stitu

tio
n
al rig

h
ts o

f M
r. 

E
llsberg and M

r. R
usso to a fair trial. 
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