
 

 

 

 

that the submission had not 
yet been made. 

As allegations of the involve-
ment of officials and former of-
ficials of the Nixon Adminis-
tration in the Watergate case 
have mounted in recent days, 
there has been increasing pres-
sure on the President from 
Congress and gelsewhere to ap-
point a special prosecutor in 
the matter. 

No Link With Case 
However, Justice Department 

sources noted that Mr. Richard-
son had not been publicly 
linked to any aspect of Water-
gate, and they speculated that 
his nomination as Attorney 
General had been Mended to 
obviate the need for a. special 
prosecutor. 

In.another development, Wil-
liam M. Byrne Jr., United 
States District judge in Los 
Angeles who is presiding over 
the Pentagon papers trial, dis-
closed in court today that he 
had met with President Nixon 
and one of the President's top 
aides in California about -a 
month ago. 

Judge Byrne said that his 
conversation with John D. 
Ehrlichman, Mr. Nixon's ad-
viser for domestic affairs, had 
had "absolutely nothing to do, 
even remotely," with the trial 
of two men accused of stealing 
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and copying the secret Defense 
Department study of the Viet-
nam war. 

The subject, he said, had 
been "a possible future assign-
ment in Government." The 
judge added that he had told 
Mr. Erhlichman that he "could 
lot and would not give con-
3ideration to any other case 
mtil this case is concluded." 

Question Confirmed 
White House sources con-

!irmed today that Judge Byrne 
had been asked by Mr. Ehrlich-
man about his availability to 
be director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation. 

The bureau's new Acting Di-
rector, William D. Ruckelshaus, 
spent his • first day on the job 
undergoing briefings by aides. 
A bureau spokesman said that 
Mr. Ruckelshaus had summoned 
the heads of all 59 of the F.B.I.'s 
field offices to Washington for 
a meeting on Wednesday. 

Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., 
Democrat of North Carolina, 
who heads the select Senate 
committee investigating the 
Watergate affair, today called 
Mr. Ruckelshaus "a mighty 
good man" and predicted that 
his leadership would "restore 
confidence in the F.B.I." 

Senator Ervin, who left this 
afternoon for North Carolina, 
said through a spokesman be- 
fore he departed that his com-
mittee's investigation was pro- 
ceeding and that he expected 
public hearings to begin about 
May 15. 

Senator Howard H. Baker Jr., 
of Tennessee, the committee's 
ranking Republican member, 
confirmed Mr. Irvin's estimate 
of a tentative starting date and 
added, "the sooner we get it 
over with the better." 

Senator Baker speculated 
that, in addition to focusing 
on the brak-in-and-bugging of 
the Democratic party's Water-
gate headquarters last June, 
the hearings might cover four 
aspects of the case—the bugg-
ing, allegations of a cover-up 
of White House involvement, a 
reported campaign of espionage 
and sabotage against Democra-
tic Presidential aspirants and 
the sources of financing for 
illegal activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Attorney General 
in Charge Until Senate 

Confirms Richardson 

1)01 f 
By JOHN M. CREWDSON 

Special to The New Ybrk Times 

WASHINGTON, April 30-- 
The Government's investigation 
of the Watergate affair will re-
main in the hands of Assistant 
Attorney General Henry E. 
Petersen until Elliot L. Richard-
son is confirmed as. Attorney 
General, a Justice Department 
spokesman said today. 

In a statement this morning 
announcing the resignation of 
Attorney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst, President Nixon sai 
that he had asked Mr. Richard-
son, the present Defense Sec-
retary, to "involve himself im-
mediately in the investigative 
process surrounding the Water-
gate matter." 

The spokesman said that, 
pending Mr. Richardson's con-
firmation, his involvement woul 
take the form of briefings by 
Justice Department officials on 
the complex case, and that, in 
the meantime, Mr. Petersen 
would continue reporting di-
rectly to Mr. Nixon. 

Two weeks ago, the President 
announced that "major devel-
opments" in the burgeoning 
political-espionage and sabot-
age case had led him to under-
take, with Mr. Petersen' sassist-
ance, a personal investigation of 
the matter. 

Associates Cited 
Mr. Kleindienst subsequently 

withdrew as head of the Jus-
tice Department's Watergate 
investigation, citing evidence 
that individuals with whom he 
had had personal and profes-
sional associations might be 
implicated in the scandal. His 
withdraway left Mr. Petersen, 
who heads the department's 
Criminal Division, in charge of 
the investigation. 

The Justice Department said 
today that Mr. Kleindienst 
would remain as Attorney Gen-
eral until his successor was 
confirmed. Mr. Nixon said in 
his statement that he planned 
to submit Mr. Richardson's ap-
pointment to the Senate 'im-
mediately," but a White House 
spokesman said this afternoon 
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