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Attorney Cites
Watergate
Piea Pleasure

f'aformer attorney for four men

_convicted in the Watergate -

bugging trial plans to re-enter
* the case claiming they plead-
“ed guilty under pressure,  the
Washington Post said in its
.editions today..
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The newspaper quoted un-

named sources as saying the
attorney wants a post-convic-
tion hearing to seek a new
trial for his clients on-grounds
that they pleaded quilty as a
result of an obstrurtion of jus-
tice.

ATTORNEY HENRY Roth-
blatt of New York, who origi-
nally represented four Miami
men in the trial, will tell U.S.
Dist. Sourt Judge John J. Si-
rica they were promised clem-
ency and money for not reveal-
ing all they know about the
burglary and bugging of De-
mocratic National Committee
-headquarters last June, the
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Post said.

Sirica deferred their sentence- !

ing Friday to give them a
chance to provide ‘fnll coop-
eration” in the investigation.
Another- man convicted in
the case, James W. McCord,

has aheady cleared the way |
for possible new revelations in
the affair. In a letter to Sirica :

revealed Friday, McCord said
witnesses had committed per-
jury at the trial, polirical pres-

sure had been aop]‘el to keep |

defendants quiet, and his fam-
ily fears for his life if he tells
all he knows.

NOW, ACCORDING {o the

Post, the four Miami defend- |

ants could follow suit by hav-

ing Rethblatt re-enter the case |
to tell Sirica the four were !
talked into pleading quilly by
E. Howard Hunt, a former

White House zide who was

. himself convicted afler p]ead-

ing quilty.

The Post quoted sources as
saying Hunt persuaded the
feur to abanden their plans to
take the witness stand and
possibiy name other pexml.\
with knowledge of the Wates
gate conspiracy.

Rothblatt was fired by the
Aiami defendants during the
January trial when he refused
tn change his clients’ pleas
from not quilty to quiity.



