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The White House request

for election-year political ad-

vice from the Justice Depart-
ment has generated an angry
conflict within the FBI which

could cost a top bureau offi-
cial his job.

Sources close to the incident
said yesterday that the admin-
istration inquiry had been
sent to FBI field offices in 14
states by Assistant FBI Direc-
tor Thomas E. Bishop without
the knowledge of his boss,
Acting Bureau Director L.
Patrick Gray III.

Bishop forwarded it to the
field offices in a teletype mes-
sage over Gray’s name, the
sources said, after it was
passed to him by Associate
Deputy Attorney General Don-
ald E. Santarelli.

The incident is deemed
breach of the FBI’s non-politi-
cal tradition. Although Gray
had assumed responsibility for
the matter, he is privately in-
furiated over it, the sources
told The Washington Post.

As he has since Time maga-
zine first reported last week-
end that the White House re-
quest was handled by the FBI,
Gray declined comment again
yesterday. .

But the sources said that
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He is also the FBI’s public in-|
formation officer. !
" "Although Bishop might be’
punished, Attorney General’
Richard G. Kleindienst is con-
fidered unlikely to take strong
action against Santarelli for
" his role in handling the White
House inquiry.

Santarelli, well-known here
las the author and administra-
‘tion lobbyist behind the 1970
D.C. crime bill and court re-
organization act, had an influ-
ential position under Klein-
dienst when the latter was
deputy attorney general. He is
now one of three associates
under Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Ralph E. Erickson.

There are widespread re- |
ports within the Justice De-!
partment that Santarelli plans:
to leave the government inj
January and go into private |
law practice.

According to these reports,
Santarelli is dissatisfied be-
cause he has not been pro-
moted to a better job, and con-
siders his main loyalty to have
been to former Attorney Gen-
eral John N. Mitchell, who left
the department last February.

A reporter’s telephone calls

to Santarelli yesterday were

returned by the Justice De-
partment’s public information
office. .It said Santarelli had
;not submitted his resignation,
but it declined to discuss the
|White House request beyond
previous statements.

Bishop similarly declined
comment.

'But sources gave this ac.
count of the incident:

As previously reported, the
White House request—asking
for “identification of the sub-
stantive issue problem areas
in the criminal justice field”f
/for each of 14 states—was sent |
|by Geoff Shepard, of Ehrlich-’
man’s staff, to Erickson’s of-
fice at the Justice Department
on Sept. 1.

Saying the need was “for
John Ehrlichman to give the|
President maximum support’
‘during campaign trips over
the next several weeks,” the
White' House memorandum
asked for a reply by Thursdag,
Sept. 7.

Santarelli, under whose ju-
risdiction the request fell, sent
it on to the FBI without con-
sulting Erickson—apparently
because of the early deadline
for a reply. (The appropriate
action, according to Justig:e

Department officials, would
have been to contact U.S. At-
torneys, who are familiar with
criminal justice issues and are
political appointees.)

Bishop, whose job it ordi-
narily is to poll the field of-

fices for roundup information,
received the request while
Gray was off on a Western
tour and sent out the teletype
message, also without consult-
ing anyone else.

It was transmitted over
Gray’s name on Sept. 8, while
Ithe acting FBI director was in
' Butte, Mont., for a visit to the
field office there and a speech
to the local Rotary Club.

Bishop extended the White
House deadline, calling for an-
swers for Ehrlichman by the
following Monday, Sept. 11.

According to The Post’s
sources, Gray only learned of
the FBI involvement in the
‘matter- on, Tuesday, Sept. 12,
‘when the final report to the
White House was being trans-
mitted from FBI headquarters
here. }

He was described as out-
raged, complaining that
Bishop should not have acted
on the request without first:
checking with him, Acting As-
sociate FBI director W. Mark
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Felt or the bureauw’s legal
counsel.

The feeling 4n the top ranks
of the FBI and the Justice De-
partment is that both Santar-
elli and Bishop, as experi-
enced officials, “ought to have
known better” thn to involve !
the bureau in such an ob-|
viously partisan matter.

One former FBI official said
yesterday that President Lyn-
don B. Johnson, while in the
White House, had the habit of

|calling Hoover with urgent
Ipersonal requests for informa-
tion, but that this was seldom
for overtly political purposes.

One Justice Department
source said that Gray would
be unlikely to take severe dis-
ciplinary action against
Bishop, had the incident not
received such publicity.

The White House itself con-
tributed to the publicity when
Ehrlichman told reporters there
Monday that he felt it was ap-
propriate to seek political infor-
mation from the Justice Depart-
ment but that it was improper
for the FBI to have been in-
volved.
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