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Gerstein-Vatergate 420 two takes total 750 fweqg Pean

wlth Watergate Bjt NL N

By KEN GEPFERT 7

Aggoclated Press Writer

MIAMIs Fla, AP =~ State Attg. Richard Gersiein of Miarmi claimed
Friday his Investigation of the break-in at Democratic National
Headquarters hes prevented federal authorities from § sweeping
1% under the rug until after the November electicn,??

$40ur disclosures have prompted other agencles into talkd
more exgeditious actlon and prevented thenm fronm sweefing i
under the rug until after the election and then writ ng off
the break-in as some prank,?? Gerstein s2id in an interview Friday,

Gergstein, & Demcerat ug for re-election, said the break-in was part
of %93 systematic plan to spy on the Dermocratic headquarters
to steal thelr records,??

- _Gerstein said testimony hg;gqmmercial Photographer Michael
Richardson” of Miami shows ere 73y have been more than one
break-in at the Democratic headguarters and it was $%a concerted
actions not just some kooks out on a frolic.ss :

Richarison testified that he developed prints of what appeared to
.be private correspondence betwsen Democratic leaders one week before
the June 17 break-in at Watergate in Washingtons Ds C.

Richardson said Friday he was subgoenaed by Gerstein to give
& sworn Statement and then submit 1o a lie detector test almost
81x weeks after he volunteered a statement to the FBI in Miami,

In his statement to Gerstein, the 29-year-0ld mustachioed

otographer sald two mens who he later identified as two of the

ive suspects in the June 17 Watergate break-in, paid bim $94 on
June 10, The men asked for a “*spectal rush job?s to develop
;hirtiaeight 8~-by-10 prints from twc rolls of 35 millimeter film,

e sald, T P :

Richardson sald ‘he “*had my doubtzs?? about the legality of
the photographed documents when he saw what appeared to be
a dossier on a l&&é&nfyywi;g@%‘“and/ rivate correspondence
og Democratic National Commlttee siationary.

ut he said it .wasnot until e days later that he recognized
neygpager photographs men after the{\had“been arrested in
connectlion with the Demc *é&%-1n, He sald he recognized the
pelr a8 former CIA agent aard L. Barker and another man
.qgimr'g:d in the Watergate burglary, Frank Sturgis-Fiorini,
. ¥%Thatss when I knew I was sitting on a bomb and went %o
~the FBI,#» he said, : '
- Richardson said agents ‘fwere very enthused over the news’? mhen he
told his stery to the FBI on July 19. They told me I might be
onlled to tesiify before & grand jury in Washington,?’ he said,
The soft-spoken photographer sald he was interviewed by FBI
‘agents thres or four more times before being subpoenaed by
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MIAMI Gurﬂtoia-*hter§atevAddz said, - '

Spokesmen for the FBI 1n both Miami and Washington refused comment,
The U, S, atltorneyss office in Niaml also refused comment.

Gerstein denled that his investigation 538 politically inspired,
saying he launched the probe July 1 and ¢*I was not even a
candidate for re-election until July 24,9 '
‘QhU’atttg attorney -said-he siarted- invesiipating the Fatergate
break-in ‘Swhen I realized there was & strong possibility

Florida law had been violated,??

He declined to say when, or if, charges would be filed as
a result of his probe, : '

He said vlolatlons of state law involving use of & notary seal,
banking statues and possession of stolen groPQrty m]ky be involved,
Gerstein said Richardsonss testimony leads ‘!to one of twso
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T Cerstein-Watergate Add: said,

esmen for the FBI in both Miami and Washington refused comment,
The Us S, attorney®s office in Miamil also refused comment,

Gerstelin denled thai his investigation 788 politically inspired,
seying he launched the probe Julg 1 and I was not sven a
candiiiate for re-election until July 24,9

“Fre stwxte witorhey said-he staried- invesiisutime the Fatergate
break-in ‘‘when I realized there was a strons possibility '
Florida law had been violated,?®?

fe declined to say whens, or 1f, charges would be filed as
a result of his probe,

He sald violations of state law involving use of a notar{ seals
banking statues and possession of stclen rogerty way be involved,

Gerstein sald Richardson?s testimény leads ¥%to one of two
conclusions, Either there was &n earlier break-in at the Watergate
or the documents were taken through some other improper means,.??

After the arrest of the five men June 17, the law firm of
Freeds Franks Harris:; Shiriver end Xampelmans located in the
Watergate complexs reported that their suite appeared to have
been entered on tha n %ht,gt;gsy 15 or the morning of Mey
18. The firm reported tha® neothing was missing,

Democratic vice presidenti andidate R, Sargent Shriver and
Patricla Robert Harris, credentlals committee chairman of the
Democratic National Convention,; are members of the law firm.

Asked 1f the doc n desceribed could have been from
the law firm, Ge ¥That may well tie in to &1l of

this. 9 .
§1chardeonw‘ in the photographed documents
¢ % of a woman whor he ecould remember

ractically & comp
only as 4¢¢h ' part of the Hubert Humphrey

campRign,?s
Mra, ﬁhrrfﬁfaﬁpﬁéft , mphrey in the Democratic primary
CEM e g

E:égébout the dossisr Friday, Richardson dsscribed it as

‘%;ora or less &n eva. 8r a8 & person,?? He said,
howevers that it ocon hing personal like bad habits.??
Richardson said his br sading of the photograph revealed

%00 definite plans or strategles,?? but confessed thet he

did not understand the complexities of the Vatergate investigation.
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MIAMI Gersteln-Watergate a311-312 2nd 4dd: investigaticn,

Meanwhile, the Miami Herald reported in i1ts Saturday editions
that & clerk in Rich Photos, which is owned by Richardson?s
fa thers said that Richardson was ‘‘confused?? about who brought
in the film for rush processing June 10,

Clerk Jenare Perez sald he knew the two Watergate suspects
identified By Richardson, Barker and Sturgis-Florini, and
that he bhad never sesen them inside the ?hoto shop. . :

Perez sald he kmew Barker and Sturgis-Fiorini from his sttendance
et various anti-Castro meetings held among ¥iamiss large Cuban
refugee population, ‘ _

€T am saying that Mr. Richardson is maybe wrongs*? sald Perez,
¢‘He is confused, Persons sometimes look 1like Someone else,??

Terdisy Gerstein’s chief investigator, said he 1s still triing

er

to identify & third man who Richardson said accompanied Bar

and Sturﬁis—riorini. Richardson had testifisd that he sssumed
the third man was the fgotographer because he was anxious
to see the finished prints, :

¢4We havenst found him the third man yets?® Dardis said
Friday, ¢*but we?re about to.?? _ .
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