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The extent ° to which the 
bugging of Democratic head-
quarters affects the Presiden- 

tial upon it date that any 
tial campaign] may well de- 
pend 
	criimmal indictments 

are return lin U.S. District 
Court here.3  

If indictments are returned 
by a grand jury investigating 
the case within the next two 
weeks, then'  under official 
court , rules, the judge who 
handles the case must attempt 
to begin the criminal trial be-
fore election day, Nov. 7. 

Such a trig would almost 
certainly atti.  act widespread 
newspaper and television cov-
erage ' on a daily basis immedi-
ately before the election. 

But if the federal grand 
jury investigating the Water-
gate incident does not return 
any indictments until after the 
first week in September, then 
there will be no trial before 
election day. 

The reason is a recently 
adopted rule of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court Ifere that requires 
criminal trigs involving "pro-
tracted, difficult or widely 
publicized cases," such as the 
Watergate, case, to be held 
within 60 days of the time an 
indictment is returned. 

That rule was adopted by 
the 15 trial judges of the fed-
eral court here last fall after a  

speech by Warren E. Burger, 
chief justice of the United 
States. 

In a speech before the Judi-
cial Conference of the United 
States in October, Burger 
called upon all federal courts 
to adopt procedures to insure 
that serious criminal cases be 
brought to trial within 60 days 
of indictment. Burger said in 
the speech that such efforts 
would help to restore public 
confidence in the criminal jus-
tice system. 

Under the local rules, once 
an indictment in a serious, dif-
ficult or highly publicized case 
is returned, the chief judge of 
the .U.S. District Court (who is 
Judge John J. Sirica) must 
specially assign it to whatever 
judge he feels can best move 
the case to trial within 60 
days. 

(It is up to the chief judge 
to decide which cases qualify 
as difficult or highly publi-
cized, but the Watergate case 
More routine criminal cases 
are assigned by lot equally 
aming the 15 District judges 
here.) 

Since the adoption of the 
60-day rule, some, but not all 
of the specially-assigned, seri-
ous criminal cases have been. 
brought to trial two months' 
after indictments. Richard A. 
(Tony) Lee was brought to 
trial for murder two months to 
the day after being indicted in  

the midst of the trial of Rob-
ert L. Ammidown; and Rita 
Mae Scheer was first brought 
to trial in a current murder 
case in less than 60 days from 
indictment. 

If a judge attempts to bring 
the Watergate case to trial 
within the 60-day period, how-
ever, he may well run into vig-
orous opposition from some of 
the country's leading crominal 
attorneys. There will undoubt-
edly be a barrage of complex 
pretrial motions filed on be-
half of whoever is indicted, if 
anyone is. 

So when will the grand 
jury complete its investigation 
and make its return? 

Earl J. Silbert, the principal 
assistant U.S. attorney who is 
leading the investigation, has 
consistently refused to com-
ment, saying only that the in-
vestigation is continuing. 

From the Justice Depart-
ment, which is in charge of 
Silbert and the U.S. attorney's 
office here, Attorney General 
Richard Kleindienst was 
quoted early this week as say-
ing he expects the investiga-
tion to be completed and in-
dictments returned soon—pos-
sibly within the next two 
weeks.  

But a spokesman for Klein-
dienst said yesterday that the 
attorney general was mis-
quoted and never said that. 
`The attorney general didn't  

give any time scheme," he' 
said. 

The date on which the inves-
tigation is completed and any 
indictments returned is for-
mally decided by the 23-mem-
ber grand jury. 

But the prosecutors play an 
important and influential role 
by directing the collection and 
presentation of evidence to 
the grand jury, and by arrang-
ing in court a date and time 
for the grand jury to make 
its returns. 


