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WASHINGTON, April 27—H. R. Haldeman and Jghn D.
Ehrlichman, the two high-ranking White House assistants

who have been implicated in the Watergate case, are fight-'

ing hard to retain their jobs,]
informed sources said today.
The sources, including friends
of the two men and other
Presidential aides, said that
Mr. Haldeman’s and Mr. Ehr-
lichman’s attitude had de-
layed President Nixon’s deci-
sion on what steps he should||
take next to combat the
scandal.

Both Mr. Haldeman and Mr.
Ehrlichman flew with the Presi-
dent to Meridian, Miss., today,
for a speech. On the return
iflight to Washington, they met
,with Mr. Nixon aboard his
‘plane, presumably to discuss
the resignation of L. Patrick
Gray 3d as acting director of
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation. i

Several of Mr. Nixon’s closest
advisers, both inside and out-
side the White House, have
strongly urged him in recent
days to conduct a thorough
housecleaning of his staff, with-
out waiting to see which of his
aides, if .any, will be indicted
by the Watergate grand jury
or ultimately convicted.

“A lot of us want him to let
the chips fall where they may,”
said one White House official
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who appears to have retained
the President’s confidence
through all the disclosures of
the last two weeks. “The prob-
lem is that some of the chips
don’t want to fall.”

He indicated that he was re-
ferring to Mr. Haldeman and
Mr, Ehrlichman,

Secretary of State William P.
Rogers is reported to have
urged Mr. Nixon, during a
cruise on the Potomac River
last week aboard the Presiden-
tial yacht, Sequoia, to move
quickly and decisively. George
Bush, chairman of the Repub-
lican National Committee, sent

Ouster by Nixon

Senator Robert Dole of Kansas,
said publicly this afternoon
what many Republican pro-
fessionals and members of
Congress have been saying
privately.

In an interview with United
Press International in Topeka,
Kan,, Mr. Dole called for the
immediate resignation of Mr.
Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichman
and said that “if they have any
dedication and loyalty to the
President, they can show it by
resigning.”

“Right now the credibility of
the Administration is zilch,
zero,” he added. '
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