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Corporate Donors Nudged to Confess

By Morton Mintz
Washington Pést Btaff Writer

. The Finance Committee
to Re-elect the President,
working with the office of
Special Watergate Prosecu-
tor Archibald Cox, had pro-
vided an indirect incentive
“to disclosure of illegal cor-
-porate contributions, it was
learned yesterday. -

The stimulus took the
form of letters to approxi-
mately -30 persons who con-
tributed more than $1 mil-
lion in currency to Presi-
dent Nixon’s re-election
campaign before the present
election-campaign financing
law become effective April
7, 1972. .

Committee counsel Ken-
neth Wells Parkinson, who
drafted the letters and pre-
cleared them with Cox’s of-
fice, said the approximately
30 reciplents were all of
those named as currency do-
nors on a still-secret list sup-.
plied by Assistant to the
President Rose Mary Woods
in a suit brought by Com-
mon Cause, .
. Without saying so, the let-
ters served notice that con-
tributions from corporate
treasuries disguised as per-
- sonal gifts-might be investi-
gated and exposed.:

The letters did not say
this had happened, Parkin-
- son said. He re-emphasized’
that the committee never so-.
licited or knowingly ac-
cepted corporate ' contrib-
utions. .

Common Cause, a citizens’
lobby, sued the committee
last September to compel
full disclosure of its fi-
nances before April 7, 1972,
under the ‘old Corrupt Prac-
tices Act of 1925,

Last . Tuesday, U.S: Dis-
trict Court Judge Joseph C.
Waddy ordered the commit-
tee to file by Sept. 28 “a
complete and accurate” ac-
count of its receipts and ex-
penditures in the 15-month
period before the new law
took effect. .

The committee had sought
such an order with the res-
ervation that it not be
~deemed-an=admission-of-lia~
bility or a confession of er-
ror. c R

In the expectation that
such an order would be ap-
proved, and knowing that he
was obligated to supply the
clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives with “the most ac-
'curate ‘information” availa-
ble to the committee, Par-
kinson drafted .a letter:to
the " approximately 30..cur-
‘rency donors, he told a re-
porter. &

Speaking without a copy
of the letters at hand, Par-
- kinson sald he told the do-
nors that he needed to ver-

- - ify the accuracy of the sums

-and _sources of _eurrency
gifts on the Rose Mary’
Woods list, which, he said in

- the interview, is “inaccurate

in some respects.” )

The committee’s own re-
rcords of currency contrib-
utions were destroyed, its

chairman and former treas-
-urer, Maurice H. Stans and
Hugh W. Sloan Jr., have
said, | . )

Without claiming that his
letters .were the cause, Par-
kinson noted that they were
sent out beforeillegal corpo-
rate contributions of $55,000

by the chairman of Ameri- )

can Airlines and of $100,000

by the chairman of Ashland
Oil were publicly acknowl-
edged: to -prosecutor Cox
earlier. this month. Parkin.
son said the letters added to
“pressures” generated by
the Common Cause litiga-
—tion-and Cox.
Cox has urged other exec-
utives who may have con-
tributed corporate funds to
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come forward, hinting that

. by so doing they may be

spared prosecution of them.
selves. Thus far, none but
George A. Spater of Ameri-
can Airlines and Orin E. At-.
kins of Ashland Qil has pub-
licly responded. They said
the finance committee and
its solicitors had not known
their gifts were illegal. -



