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e, Edward Bennett Willisus
1000 11 31dg.

17 and Bye Sts, W

Wash m."ftg*éﬂﬁg 3,{},

What follows may or may not be of intorest Jo you on behalf of your client in the
Yatergete caper, but it should expand your wnderstanding of the caveer of loward Humi.
Unless you find use for it in this ease, 1 would prefer that 1t be confidential, espec-
ially as it rulates to a political Tigure,

Yesterisy moruing's pazm reported that you have mu inte a hiteh in your efforts
at discovery., 1 doa't kow if this cen provide an altermative or if it does if tuat would
inter st you. L1t iz %oo esrly in the morning for wy today’s peper %o have come.

, Late last night I saw for the first time The Miasd Hereld of 6/25/72. It says of
funt, "He lists himeelf in the 1969 edition of Who's Who as retiring fron govermuent
Borviee in 1965 %o join the business of Littaur and Wilkinson, 500 Fifth Ave., Hew
York City. DBut the lew York tclephome coupany has ne listing for a Idttaur and ¥ilke
inson ant it is known thet Uumd 6id mot lesve the CIA wndil April 1970.7

The flaw heve is that 1972 isn'™ 1965. Thers wes a litieur and Yilkineon in that
bullding in 1965. +t wac one of the better-known fims of "authors' representatives”.
I had deelings <ith them that in the 1ight of this newe account boconms more comprehensiiit.
Tuds wao duxdng the period I was twyiug to get my first book, WIITENASH, published,

John Ap;leton was the editer of the Saturday Evening Post in charge of syranging for
condensations ool serialisations of botks, He wunted to use this book. He also preferred
dealing with me through an sgent. I had hone, I ssked him %o pick one of those with whom
he preferred desling, I still have his note with which he scnt me %o the “terling Loxd
Agency. Fr. Lord would not touch the subject of the JFK apsassination. i phoned appleton
and he sems me %o Nax Wilkinson personally. It was lunch dime, but with a 310,000 deal
apparently in the bag, seening to require only the signing of conbrscts, he delayed lunch

snd I went o his ofiice immediately.

Yo talked juch longer than Wilkinson hed antiecipsted, nore than an bour in his office
and of the street as he went to s bank, He was interested in ihis book and the scrislise
fion that secmed sed, onoughutc assure the success of almosy any book, and in the litevasy
possibilities of the case I tock to you at the sugrestion of Amn Mathias. That, Wilkinson

said, should certainly make a movie in sdditdon %o a suceessiul booke

dow this book ic predly explicit in alleglug that Lee lorvey Usveld had intelligonce
connoctions and melking out a ease. (I carried “this much further in & laber book, wiich
showed His use of & Cuban Revelutionary Council address, and your chavacaters, including
Bunt, hed official cormections with it.) | : ‘

I saw Apideton and Wilkinson in Hay of 1965, Wilidineon read bthe uwnusceript, Liko 4%
very wmach, phoned ne Yune 2 o ask that I write hin authovizing lim to represent ne, spd
1 so wrote him June J. Un Jume 17 he wrobe me that "no magazine” could publish any of thds



work in any form. Obviously, this was not Apuleton’s opinion and in fact it was false,
The chapter that relates to the Cubans was reprinted without the chenge of a word by
auother magazine which paid me the highest price it had to that point ever paid for a
chapter, serialization or article. It is not the only chapter that wac publishable

in this waye

In this letter Wilkiunsen alse wrote,"I would lik: to see you try the story of
moving e the country and what happensd to you there," his descriptdon of the case we
took 0 youe On Jul¥ 9 he returned the manuscript of WHITEWASH saying "no imerican
publisher will do ite" The first Uell reprint was for 250,000 copdes and therc were
thres subsequent editions. ind he never agsin exprussed any interest in the book he
thought would nake a movie. Yet this is where the real HONEY LS.

e last wrote ue October 22, 1965 expressing zegret at the loss of soue pictures
I bad given him. Between the iime of Mis fipet letter and that dabe, one name disappeared
from his letterhead, that of a woman, which may or may not be conrected with Hyptts
golng there. . :

it is possible that he and Littawr Just folded up. % is wmore likely thet i:iiey sold
a successful business wiich subsequenily chenged its name. Their $elephone in 1965 was
IE 4-3350-1, Their cable adircss was Litwilk, H.Y.

I find myself ~ondering, with this history and ths sesizing comeetion of the CIA with
the agency, whether + have encugh to Justify an inguiry at the CIA or more. I sn without
the means of doing anything sbout it but I would be quite happy if there 1s any rea onable

basis if anyone would purskc it for me.

i If it seums a bit perancid to suggest such official interferance, let me say that

Hac Lathias resd the menusoript at about that time and got quite interested in it, Yhen

he learned that it bad been cousistenily declined by publishers whose editors had like it,
whieh hapvepmed ofjem, he told me he £olt that each time I entered a publishing house I was,
in effect, followed by an ¥BI agent whe made offiecdal displessure apparent, I then eid-

not belleve this, nor do I entirely accept it now. However, there was a subsequent incident
that besrs directly on this. When there were but four copies of my second book and ihe
printer did not yot have a copy of 1%, J. Edgar Hoover issued a press statement "answering®
charges in it against the PEI hat had not yet been made! These copies were out in the trode.

The CI4 has had interdst in umy public appearancess 1 have carbon copies, not ZOTOEEH,
of whatl they had dome by a private agency, a transeript of a phone conversation with the
manager of a local ofidce anu the bead man (I'm deseribed as "thet old nembsis of the CIAY),
billings, checks in payment through & dummy set up for this puwrpose and the names mnd
sdgnatures of those who ren this CIA front. Yone of the three names I have hes figwred in
this case, Thi front had printed checks (American Security) but not envelopes. On them
they typed their name and "P.0.Box 1282, Hafin Pust Office, ¥ashington, DeCa 20013", Last
year, with the appearance of another book, I decided to have some fune I phoned the manage
of ihe private ageney and made a deal with hin %o let him know when end where I was appearing
if be'd give me dubs of the tapes they mades I also taped it. After overcoming initisl shook
ab oy openness he was both frank and funny. ‘ f

“n haste,

 Harold Vicisberg



