Third Payoif
To Connally
Is Menlioned

By Timothy S, Rohinson
Washinglon Post Staft Wriler

Texas lawyer Jake Jacobsen
testificd  yesterday  that - hej
may have given a third illegal
$5,000 payoft to former 'Treas.
ury Sccrctary John B, Con-
nally, in late 1971, hut he said
he couldn’t remember details.

Jacobsen, who was ¢ross-ex-
amined by defense- altorney
Fdward Bennetl: Williams, is
Lhe government's star witness.,

"Connally is accused ol re-
ceiving two illegal cash pay-
offs of $5,000 cach from Jacab-
Sen for his hacking of milk
price support  increases  in
1971.

Williams attempted: to port-
ray_Jacobsen as a liar and
thief. testifying to . minimize
his .own punishment, and
claimed at one point that .Ia
cohsen. offered to give {esti-
mony against [lormer DProesi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson as
part of his pleabargaining
once Jacobsen’s Texas banking
empire began falling apart.

Jacobsen denied that accusa-
tion, .

Defense attorncy Williams
peppered Jacobsen with ques-
tions about his pxovious testi-
mony in atl least six different
forums in- which he denied
giving Connally any money. In
those. appearances, .Jacohsen
had said he offered money to
Connally for. political contri-
butions, but that Connally re-
jected the offers:.
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Wllliams mterspersed hxs :

questiomng with the reading
of lengthy segments of those

grand jury and Capitol Hill -

appearances of - Jacobsen,
which Jacobsen now contends
were filled with lies. Jacobsen,

“a silver-haired man with dark

bushy eyebrows, would put on
his eyeglasses to follow a copy
of the appropirate transeript
and then affirm that he had

" given that testimony.

.. Williams also brought out”’
: alleged inconsistencies - in the "

various retellings of "Jacob- -.

sen’s- version of the reported

. payoffs since he began cooper-.

‘ating with the government.

- The cross-examination  will

continue today, in U.S. Dis

" trict Court before Chief Judre

Georgs L. Hart Jr,

tion of a third $5,000 payoff

‘By bringing out the ngega-

.. with which Connally was not

" point, “The only thing I don't

charged, Williams apparently
hoped' to convince the jury
that Jacobsen would testify at
will about alleged illegal pay-

offs in an attempt to make a ‘

better deal for himself.
“I don't remember giving it

- to Secretary Connally, but I

must have bhecause I hrought

it.to Washington for that

purpose,” Jacobsen said at one

have a firm réeollection abéout
is glvxng it to Secretary Con

_nally.” ,
Jacobsen has testified: lhat :

he specifically remembérs {(wo

ocecasions on-which he actuallv
“gave money to Connally." :

Williams did not. speeify: whnb

*sort of information-Jacobsen

_was allegedly ready “to give

-abotit” former ‘Presidént John-

‘son, but 'merely -asked the

" Texas-lawyer if at one point

- he ‘had offered to give such

testimony. - .
“No, sir, 1 did not Jacob-

.‘sen answered.

- Ip-addition to’ the toqlmonv
about.the third alleged pay-
ment of $5,000, Williams

brought out the following -al-|

- §-7S

(e f’osf

leged inconsistencies in Jacob-
sen's various presentations:’

@ Jacobsen admittes telling!
the Wateragate special pmsr-cu-i
tor's office at one point thati
he took only $5.000 in cash;
wxlh him to Connally's olﬁw]

Iuh the date of the first alleged
Ailleanl ™ payments,
Thas testified during the trial;
that he took S$10.000 to Con-’
nally's office on that date, but,
decided at the Jast minute to:
“give him only $5.000, -

e Jacobsen's attorney, Char-
iles MeNelis, told mo(v(utm‘sl
during plea-hargaining discus-
sions that his elient would {eg:
tify that he knew Connally
iflushed  down .a toilet  the
wrappers in which the pavolfsi
were bound, Jacobsen  said
vesterday he never gave M-
Nélis such information.

Jacobsen  had. trouble ro-l
membering exact dates of hisi
various grand jury and Capi-
tol Hill, appearances, and Wil-
liams would show him copies
of such testimony to relresh
his memory.

Jacobsen

Jacobsen has pleaded 2wlty:
fo one count ol giving an ille-
val. eratuity to publice official:
—C'onnally. That count carries
a possible maximum  prison
sentence of two years: the pre-
vious cases in which Jacobsen
faced charges here and in
Texas carried possible pri.‘iou_
terms of up to 40 years,

Judge  Hart’'s  fourth-floor
courtroom in  the . federal
courthouse here was packed?
More than- 100 spectators were
linet up-in a corridor waiting
for seats as Williams began
his eross-examination, )

Jaconsen admitted that hej
had rehearsed  his testimony|
on 17 different days with the
special T prosecutor’s  office,
with prosecutors assuming the
role " of  Williams “in  mock
cross-examinations.
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