Connally Is Departing,

Concedes F rustration
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John B. Connally signed off his tem-
porary White House assignment yes-
terday, saying he was “not unhappy
about anything,” but clearly indicating
he wants to pursue his political future
on his own.

The former Texas governor and re-
cent convert to the Republican Party
said he hoped to end “by midsummer
at the latest” the post-Watergate ad-
visory role for which President Nixon
recruited him last May.

In a 45-minute White House press

" conference, he denied that the Presi-
dent had rejected his advice on eco-
nomic policy, denied that he had un-
successfully urged the firing of presi-
dential press secretary Ronald Ziegler
and insisted that he had “no indica-
tion” his advice “was unwanted at all.”

But he essentially confirmed the
spate of recent stories of his frustra-
tion in his unpaid and unstaffed ad-
visory vrole, telling reporters, “You
have some leakers that are fairly ac-
curate in what they’re leaking to you.”

The white-haired Texan, who served
for a year and a half as Secretarv of
the Treasury in the fivst Nixon admin-
istration, said, “Obvicusiy, I am not
being f{ully utilized in an advisory
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party, but said he expected
to be out campaigning for
Republican candidates in the
1974 mid-term election, “if
anybody wants me to.”

His remarks were devoid
of the praise for Mr. Nixon
that he lavished on the Presi-
dent in 1971 and 1972, and
frequently the ex-governor
seemed to be at pains to
say he was not taking re-
sponsibility for either the
operations of the White
House or its recent decision-
making. :

He said he knew “nothing
whatever” about the Water-
gate case and had never
discussed it with the Presi-
dent, “except as it is re-
lated to the overall prob-
lems of this country.”

He said “there is no ques-
tion” that “it has been
harmful to the administra-
tion. He repudiated the
phrase, attributed to him in
two recent reports, that the
White House “is a screwed-
up mess,” but said that
“obviously, with the changes

capacity. I have no operational respon-
sibilities . . . Obviously, I have time
when T could be .doing other things.
I am catching up on reading. I am
doing a lot of things.”

At another point, Connally told re-
porters: “I think I have given about
all the advice I have to give . . . so
how long do I stay in this posture?”’

The impression Connally left with
newsmen was that the second White
House interlude was a chapter he
wanted to make “as short . . . as pos-
sible,” but that he wanted to leave
without signaling a public break with
a President whose help may be im-
portant in realizing his future political
ambitions.

Connally said he wanted to -make
a twice-postponed world trip later
this summer and then “pick up the
strings” of the Houston law practice
and the corporate directorships which
he resigned when Mr. Nixon sum-
moned him back to duty on May 10
—just after he had renounced his life-
time Democratic affiliation and de-
clared himself a Republican.

As is his ecustom, Connally said “I
don’t have any” designs on the 1976
presidential nomination of his new
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in the staff..there has to be
2 process of rebuilding...I
think you are going to have
a certain confusion..but I
don’t know that that is any-
thing to moan and groan
about.”

Connally, regarded as per-
haps the most influential of
the President’s advisers in
his first administration tour,
indicated he saw no real
role for himself in the new
scheme ‘of things. He also
expressed skepticism about
Mr Nixon’s willingness or
ability to change his style of
leadership.

Saying he did not want to
discuss the conditions that
had allowed the Watergate
scandal to occur, Connally
said: . }
~“I will simply say to you
that a part of the man’s (Mr.
Nixon’s) discipline, part of
the manner of operation..re-
sulted in an enormous dele-
gation of  authority and re-
sponsibility, That has been
his style of operation.”

“I think it will continue to
be...(the) style of his opera-
tion, the delegation of enor-
mous authority to other peo-
ple ... That is the way he is
I don’t think you are going
to change him or I am going
to change him or anybody
else is going to change him.

You have to take him for
what he is, as you do any
President . . .”

Connally was repeatedly
drawn back by questions to
his reported effort to per-
suade the President to drop
Ziegler as his press -secre-
tary or shift him to other
duties. But he would not go
beyond his statement that «I
have not said . . . Ziegler
should resign from the
staff” )

“I am not going to stand
here and tell you that Ron
Ziegler ought to be or ought
not to be out here,” he said.
“That is not my job.”

He said he had discussed
bress relations with the
President and had told him
reporters were necessarily
in “an adversary position”
and that “you weren’t ever
going to have a love feast.”

Connally said, “I think he
really wants some improve-
ment,” and added, “T hope
you all do.”

Then he drew a laugh by
remarking: “I frankly feel
like at this moment in time,
if he flew to the moon to-.
morrow, you all wouldn’t
give him credit for courage.

You would say he was flee. |

ing out of fear.”
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