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W
illiam

 S. W
hite 

John C
onnally and R

epublican S
trategy for '76 

John C
onnally's sw

itch to the. G
O

P
, 

now
 so w

idely saluted for the touch of 
so

lace it .b
rin

g
s to

 a p
arty

 so
 b

ru
ised

 
over W

atergate, is incom
parably m

ore 
im

portant for quite other reasons. ' 
T

h
e n

et o
f it is th

at circu
m

stan
ces 

have kenabled this new
est recruit—

and 
th

is th
ird

 m
an

 o
f a tro

ik
a o

f can
d
i-

dates for the 1976 presidential nom
ina-

tio
n
—

to
 lay

 d
o
w

n
 th

e b
asic R

ep
u
b
li-

can
 strateg

y
 fo

r th
e electio

n
 o

f fo
u
r 

years hence. 
C

onnally proposes that the. R
epubli- 

can
 P

arty
 u

n
sp

arin
g
ly

, d
en

o
u
n
ce an

d
 

th
en

 in
sist u

p
o
n
 fo

rg
ettin

g
 th

e n
ew

 
and ugly issue of the W

atergate scan-
dal by running strictly on the oldest of 
all issues—

jobs, w
ages, profits, prices. 

P
erso

n
ally

 u
n

to
u

ch
ed

 b
y

 W
aterg

ate 
(w

h
ich

 h
e ro

u
n

d
ly

 co
n

d
em

n
ed

 last 
year during the cam

paign w
hile other 

p
ro

-N
ix

o
n

 lead
ers w

ere silen
t) C

o
n

-
n

ally
 w

ill n
o

t fin
d

 su
ch

 a p
o

stu
re to

o
 

difficult. 
P

ersonally untouched., too, is one of 
C

onnally's prospective rivals for 1976, 
G

ov. N
elson R

ockefeller of N
ew

 Y
ork. 

T
h
e o

th
er p

o
ten

tial ad
v
ersary

, V
ice 

P
resident A

gnew
, is not so fortunate. 

T
hough personally uninvolved, he can-

n
O

t b
e en

tirely
 free o

f th
e b

u
rd

en
 o

f 

W
atergate, if only because he is in the 

N
ixon adm

inistration. 
In any event, W

atergate or no W
ater• 

gate, R
ockefeller and A

gnew
 w

ill fol-
lo

w
 th

e C
o
n
n
ally

 lin
e. In

 th
e first 

place, no other course w
ould really be 

possible. In the second place, this line 
is exactly w

hat P
resident N

ixon him
-

self, w
ho for all his troubles w

ill be no 
negligible force at the R

epublican con-
vention, has in m

ind for the party. 
C

onnalry, in short, has got there first-
est w

ith
 th

e m
o
stest in

 term
s o

f crit-
ical in

flu
en

ce o
v
er th

e to
n
e o

f th
e 

co
m

in
g
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 cam
p
aig

n
. A

n
d
 

n
o

m
in

ated
 o

r n
o

t h
e w

ill b
e a v

ery
 

p
o
w

erfu
l fig

u
re rig

h
t u

p
 to

 electio
n
 

day. 
A

 g
reat p

erso
n
al fav

o
rite o

f M
r. 

N
ixon, John C

onnally is, how
ever, not 

hom
e free w

ith any w
holly exclusive 

G
O

P
 w

rit to push the econom
ic issue. 

F
or in order to m

ake sure that at least 
one alternative horse clearly identified' 
w

ith
 eco

n
o
m

ic co
n
serv

atism
 w

ill b
e 

available, M
r. N

ixon has just m
ov.ed, to 

build up A
gnew

 in that area. T
he P

res-
ident has given the V

ice P
resident an 

u
p
g
rad

ed
 p

lace in
 th

e fo
rm

u
latio

n
 o

f 
the adm

inistration's econom
ic policies. 

S
uch a role, parenthetically, had long 

been effectively denied to A
gnew

 by 

W
hite louse palace guardists w

ho are 
there nd longer. 

T
his, then,. is how

 the three sets of 
le

g
s in

 th
e
 tro

ik
a
 sta

n
d
 a

t w
h
a
t 

am
ounts to the onset of the contest for 

the 1976 nom
ination. 

C
onnally in som

e senses has the bet-
te

r o
f it if o

n
ly

 b
e
c
a
u

se
 h

e
 w

a
s 

strongly identified, as M
r. N

ixon's S
ec-

retary
 o

f th
e T

reasu
ry

, w
ith

 o
rig

in
al 

an
ti-in

flatio
n
 p

ro
g
ram

s th
at clearly

 
w

orked far m
ore than do those of to-

day. A
gnew

 is inevitably involved W
ith 

the later and less successful policies=
 

th
o
u
g
h
 in

 fact h
e h

ad
 n

o
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 

w
ith m

aking them
. 	

, 
R

ockefeller, fo
r h

is p
a
rt, is n

o
t in 

the best of shape on this point if only 
b

ecau
se th

e essen
tially

 m
id

w
estern

 
ty

p
es w

h
o
 co

n
tro

l R
ep

u
b
lican

 co
n
v
en

-
tions look upon him

 as so im
m

ensely 
rich as to have no need to know

 any-
thing m

uch about m
oney anyw

ay. 
C

O
nnally, too, has som

e w
eakness, 

particularly am
ong those w

ho fear and 
distrust w

hat is called "T
exas oil." B

ut 
as the m

ost dow
nright politician in the 

country, w
ith the 'possible exception of 

A
gnew

, the T
exan has m

ade a kind of 
v

irtu
e o

f h
is situ

atio
n

 b
y

 n
o

t m
erely

 
conceding but by laconically proclaim

-
ing on every possible occasion his total 
belief in the profit system

. 
01973, U

nited F
eatute S

yndicate 
John C

onnally 


