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G
O

P
's N

ew
 B

oy C
on

n
ally 

B
y Ja

m
es R

esto
n
 

N
.Y

. T
im

es Service 

W
ashington 

4  Jo
h
n
 B

. C
o
n
n
a
lly

 o
f 

t
e
x
a
s h

a
s e

n
te

re
d
 th

e
 

resid
en

tial race b
y
 d

en
y
-

g
 th

at h
e w

as d
o
in

g
 an

y
-

' h
in

g
 o

f. th
e so

rt. "I seek
 

o
 o

ffice, p
o

litical.'b
r ap

-
, o

in
tiv

e," h
e said

 in
 a d

e-
T

ep
tio

n
 alm

o
st w

o
rth

y
 o

f 
`th

e W
aterg

ate. 
W

h
y
 p

o
litician

s in
sist o

n
 

• peddling this kind of m
alar-

.,,k
e
y
, e

sp
e
c
ia

lly
 a

t a
 tim

e
 

&
 w

hen the country is crying 
(
 fo

r a
 p

re
si-

dent w
ho w

ill 
ju

s
t s

p
e
a
k
 

the truth, is a 
r m

y
stery

, b
u
t 

B
ig

 J
o
h
n
 

p
re

s
e
n
te

d
 

him
self anyw

ay as a m
odest 

character w
ho w

ould just be 
a
ro

u
n
d
 in

 c
a
se

 a
n
y
b
o
d

y
•

n
eed

ed
 a little h

elp
. 

E
. "W

e all serv
e in

 d
ifferen

t  

w
ay

s." h
e o

b
serv

ed
. "Jo

h
n
 

M
ilton said 'T

hey also serve 
w

h
o
 o

n
ly

 stan
d
 an

d
 w

ait.' 
H

o
p
efu

lly
 th

at's th
e ro

le I 
can

 p
lay

." 
W

ell, if B
ig John, like the 

o
ld

 P
u
ritan

 d
iv

in
e M

ilto
n
, 

h
a
s d

e
c
id

e
d
 to

 sta
n
d
 a

n
d
 

w
ait and acquiesce in G

od's 
w

ilt, it w
ill b

e th
e first tim

e 
h
e h

as ev
er ad

o
p
ted

 su
ch

 a 
strateg

y
, ' an

d
 it w

ill alm
o
st 

certain
ly

 fail: 
F

o
r o

n
e
 

th
in

g
 is fairly

 
clear even at this very early 
date in the 1976 cam

paiyn: 
N

o
b
o
d
y
 is g

o
in

g
 to

 h
an

d
 a 

stan
d
in

g
 an

d
 w

aitin
g
 C

o
n
-

n
ally

 th
e n

o
m

in
atio

n
 o

f th
e 

R
e
p
u
b
lic

a
n
 p

a
rty

. H
 e

 's 
going to have to run like hell 
and capture it in the prim

ar-
ies, an

d
 if h

e d
o
es h

e m
ig

h
t 

ju
st tak

e it o
v
er. 

T
IE

S
 

H
e h

as so
m

e d
isad

v
an

-
tages. H

e is a new
 boy w

ith 
so

m
e p

ro
m

in
en

t ties to
 b

ig
 

b
u
sin

e
ss, a

n
d
 a

fte
r c

a
m

- 

p
aig

n
 sp

en
d
in

g
 scan

d
als o

f 
1972, the R

epublican alliance 
w

ith the big spenders is cer.- 
tain

ly
 g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e a m

ajo
r 

issue. 

S
till, h

e is p
ro

b
ab

ly
 th

e 
m

o
st effectiv

e cam
p
aig

n
er 

in
 th

e field
. 

H
e h

as b
een

 
governor of T

exas and sec-
retary

 o
f b

o
th

 th
e N

av
y
 

an
d
 th

e T
reasu

ry
, an

d
 h

e 
has m

ore energy and b
rass 

than a 10-ton tank. , 
It is slig

h
tly

 rid
ic

u
lo

u
s 

even to m
ake w

inter book on 
the likely R

epublican candi-
d
ates at th

is tim
e, b

u
t so

m
e 

things are fairly obvious. 
A

g
e -w

ill b
e a facto

r fo
r 

o
n

e th
in

g
 G

o
v

ern
o

r N
elso

n
 

A
. R

ockefeller of N
ew

 Y
ork 

w
ill be 67 at convention tim

e 
is 1976, G

overnor R
onald R

e-
agan of C

alifornia w
ill be 65, 

C
onnally 59, V

ice P
resident 

S
piro A

gnew
 57, and S

enator 
C

harles P
ercy of Illinois; 56. 

R
ockefeller and P

ercy w
ill 

probably be dividing the  

eral R
ep

u
b
lican

 v
o
te, A

g
-

new
, R

eagan, and C
onnally 

co
n
testin

g
 th

e co
n
serv

ativ
e 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 v
o
te, an

d
 h

ere 
C

onnally w
ill probably have 

an
 ad

v
an

tag
e o

f ap
p
ealin

g
 

effectively across the board 
and also O

f picking up som
e 

stren
g
th

 in
 th

e S
o
u
th

 an
d
 

am
ong conservative D

em
o-

crats. 
M

u
ch

, o
f co

u
rse, w

ill d
e-

pend on w
hether the present 

scandals w
ill be forgotten by 

1
9
7
6
. T

h
e ch

an
ces are th

at 
th

e
y
 w

ill n
o
t, a

n
d
 th

is is 
bound to hurt A

gnew
. 

SC
A

N
D

A
LS 

O
d
d
ly

, t h
 e

 W
a
te

rg
a
te

 
scandals have opened up an 
u
n
ex

p
ected

 o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 fo
r 

E
lliot L

. R
ichardson of M

as-
sach

u
ssetts. H

e h
as b

een
 

su
ccesiv

ely
 u

n
d
er secre-

tary
 o

f S
tate, secretary

 o
f 

H
ealth, E

ducation and W
el-

fare, secretary of D
efense, 

and is now
 oil his w

ay to the 
Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t w

ith
  

resp
o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r clearin
g
 

up the W
atergate m

ess. 

H
e has played an odd role 

in
 th

is ad
m

in
istratio

n
. H

e 
cam

e h
ere w

ith
 th

e rep
u
ta-

tio
n
 o

f a h
ig

h
ly

 in
tellig

en
t' 

an
d
 o

b
jectiv

e m
an

, h
ead

 o
f 

th
e • H

arv
ard

 L
aw

 R
ev

iew
, 

clerk to Justice F
elix F

rank-
fu

rter, but the longer he has 
been here the m

ore political 
he has becom

e. 

N
evertheless, 

h
is ch

an
ce 

n
o
w

 as atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral-

designate is to dem
onstrate, 

n
o
t h

is w
illin

g
n
ess to

 b
e a 

party propagandist for M
r. 

N
ixon, as he w

as in the last 
cam

paign, but 
as 

c
h
a
m

-
pion of the public interest. 

H
e could be a form

idable 
com

prom
ise R

epublican can-
didate in 1976. 

O
n
e o

f th
e su

p
rises o

f 
these last few

 w
eeks is that 

none of the potential D
em

o-
cratic candidates has com

e 
forw

ard w
ith a really effec-

tiv
e sp

eech
 d

efin
in

g
 t h

 e 
m

agnitude of the crisis and 
pointing the w

ay out of it. 

A
n

a
ly

sis 

an
d

 

O
p

in
ion

 


