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“ From: Pete Kinsey Y4 7745

Subject:. Meeting with Charles Colson on January 13, 1975
On January 13, 1975 Senator Weicker and I met with charles W. Colson
in the office of the U.S. Marshall in the Federal court House, Washington,
D.C. Mr. Colson was accompanied by his attorney, Kenneth b. Adams of the
firm of Dickstein, Shapiro& Morin.
LW explained that he was interested in certain aspeets of the CIA anc
its oper@tipngQVColson (CC)-replied that he had earlier appeyaed before t
Nedzi Committee to discuss his knowkedge of CIA activities (presumabzy
= vis—a—vi§:gll§be£§/ﬁggékéatéTf“ CC indicated that‘hé"ﬁad earlier declined
__to appear because he had not béen_sentencgd, but relented yhen_p;essed by
NedxxxaRfauXREAXKRBEXMBERRKXREXXXXRR XR
Nedzi to appear.r CC indicated his appearance‘laéted about an hour and’
that as soon as he began ézﬁcussing substantive incidents of CIA activitie

Nedzi adjourned the meeting. CC beliéved Ned=i is clearly in the CIA's

ppcket. -(He also feels that while Stennis is not in the CIA's pocket, he

’

—is unwittingly bein¥ duped.)

CC indicated that he was concerned over CIA relationships and infil-

tration int pG}vatﬁ enterprise and cited a number of examples:

-O'Brien's law firm is on retainer to the CIA. The firm main-
(I—tains an overseas office whth one member a full-time CIA type.
__Mullen& Co (Washington PR firm headed formerly by Robert Bennett)

was on retainer to Howard Huaghe'ly operation, which has definife cI1IAa
. Lo chrivr
ties. Bennett!s firm replaced M=shkeau kwre when Maheau was fired.
Maheau also had CIA ties.
Hughes is into =lomar Enterprises which.is engaged in ocean floor
exploration. The company's ship was financed and built by the CIA.
. PsychologicalIAssessment Inc.,_a private W%shington psychological
testing firm acting as a CIA cover. Firm gave CIA access to thou

ands of psychological poofiles. CC indicated that CIA had admitt

its involvement in this firm but that it is now defunct.
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\Hoéard Hunt

cé stated that Hunt was one of six named he gave to Haldeman. CC
picked Hunt because of his knowlédge of foreign affairs and political
astuteness Hunt was working for Mullen&Co but CC was unaware of the com-
pany's ties with the CIA. CC stated that Bob Bennett héd.been around for
seve;al months offering assistance to the White House and.pushing Hunt on
Colson and that when Colson was iooking.for someone, Hunt's name.naturally
éaento;mindi-~Colsonufdrther.statedithatéHunt had-epecruitedithe=Cubans: in=

Aprilliof: '1971; ,which was four months before:.Colson brogght Hunt on-board.

at: thethlte/House-ln,July“

Cdlson:sfated:that;Huntiwashreceiﬁiﬁg:assiStance:ffom&andidealing wit

the-CIA up - to~the=zday~ofithecWatergate- and:>in. this-r 3jrd .atzleast;.
_BOchushman‘did'not‘te117the-trugh:- Alse;. ngéégﬁfih several’occasions
received -packages from Sunt which he then passed'bntO"Richard.Helmsg.
Colson:-indicated hé did not know .the contents of the packages.. Colson :
stated?thation%one»occasion~Huqt‘tolé,himathatzhis financial  problems.
Were-solvedﬁin“thatfHelms:hadjgivenzhimm$20:0003t0ﬂtake=care;offmediéai‘ex
penses for-his:sick dghghter;.‘HuntzalSo#told*Colson:that'Helms was .a gree
guy. -

Colson speculated:that Hunt :may have:been serving:two. masters when %1
Watergate!breakhin occurred. Colson and Dean had Queried Magruder as to
why,spencér>oliver Jr.'s phone had been tapped.as well:as O'Brien's.. Ma-
gruder:answered. that he did not: know why inasmuch as_Olaver!s.phone.was
not-the target.ofithe-bugging: :operations: Colson::then-.raisedithe-fact. tha!
Spencer Oiiver Séniorfwas<on“the Hughés;payrolllandzthatfwhen>Maheau was

ke P.R. Hoahes
fired, XO Brien. s&flrm Jdost- 1t;?reta1ner -to- Mullen&Company (?).. According
to Hunt's*bbok;.Colson;statedithatﬁollverLJunlor:had.been with the-CIA.

Colsonxmentioned:tﬁi;name Mroton Jackson-and identified him as-a Los
Angeles attorney. He said Hunt contacted'Jackson-the:morning;before.thé;
Fielding breakpin.. According to Colson,, the: Greenspannbreak-inrwas:plann

Qon+ shu{&L,uu+& TShL&Son_

in—~Jackson's houseS?t the time he was ordered out of the- .country. Accord

to colson, Jackson has never been interviewed.
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colson stated that he had come across Conein throhgh Howard K. Smitl
of ABC. Conein's name had not surgaced in the course of the Pentagon Pag
C s .
affaip. Smith had called Colson regarding the Pentagon Papers and cer-

tain “missing cables." Smith had dig3overed Conein who had been the CIA'

chief operative in Saigon during the Diem coup. When Bill Gill of ABC

was about to interview Conein, he (Gill) got a call from Henry Kissinger

who told him to stay awa?{rom Conein as he was involved in (gfitters.of ut:

national securlty*__cmith called Ccolsen to find out what was going on. .

Colson toléd Ehf%&chman aboutwltT_who in  turn:=toild Colson to have Hunt in
————"——:= gE=="= 306‘\' altec Cendint hed heeort 6:«-_ n pscoc

view Conein to‘fInd—out what"hE“knew., Hunt found Conelnlln a McLean,- __

3 S -~—Hunt-1nterv1ewed Conein in Ehrlichman' s office

o

after the Secré%:Se£v1ce _had—installed a tape eecorder under a couch (Ja

== = =

caufield was rqueqted to:a:range fhe installation.) Hunt knew that Con

ein was a heaf% T=nker and-Colson had had his secretary obtain a bottle

s

of scotch forfﬁﬁégﬁéétingcsgﬂith the tape recoider instatled, Hunt..did n

have to worry'about taklng notes or how much-liquor he himself put down.
= h

TR - ———————

Apparantly botﬁ—ﬂéﬁein and Hunt got pretty well smaged and Conein talkec

q

at length 1n;ﬁ€ta1 r; The only—pooblem was that Hunt was sitting on .the

N R e e e

where the tape-reeeiaer was- placed so the machine did not work. After t

ey —

interview whensthis;was discovered, Colson said he poured black coffee

down Hunt to sghe§é§;m~up_ané£then tried to reconstruct what Conein had

said. They co f&iﬂﬁ%—recOnstxa:t everything,; which . prompted the phone <

by Hunt and cofson‘1u51ng thE‘ﬁQhe R Fred Charles) the following day

s

(july Ts 197»17:_"?: — == oLl
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Colson stated*that he-saw=Conein in December of 1971 Aust before

ey g

eln was to” ﬁé_iﬁterv1ewed.by.CBS, In the .interview, Conein did not

:-- e

J J.Q‘——.—-

\early anygafzthe deta&&zthat he had in his discussions with Hunt

.__‘_,——;;:__

the C&ﬁ’was:stlll—apparently Jﬁpleased that he had done the

whe R
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. Hunt claims to have shown Conein the forged cables relating to the

4

Diem coup. Colson doubts that he did owing to the fact it would have bee

L _
against Colson's efplicit instructions. Conein denies that he ever saw t!

cables.

Colson speculated on Kissinger's touchiness on the subject of Conein
conein was the View Nam specialist still with the CIA. The CIA was afrai

of Conein in.that it did not want to take the rap for some of Conein's pas

s 1 —_—r e e o e

activities. -———0——— SRS R ; i

X’“ Colson stated—that he was—&nvolved in Conein- g01ng—over to -DFA.--He
b mG<E§5Ehrllchman in the Wh1Ee House file con-

He bel;eves Coneln was sponsored in -th

2= T=

-regard by Huntfwho;wanted_to-keep Coneln—arouhd"in'the government WERKEHX

= ~ in case more 1nformataon was-needed.- Colson thought the arrangements majy

__‘_._,_...~ sy

have been workealoutfby—Bud*Kfaﬁﬁ who was respon51ble for setting-up- the

® jj‘x“t_":"—"‘_ T—

- 1nteragenc§ coofﬁiﬁﬁtion }etEen=DEA & CIA. Krégh was heavily involved

. e —

: in this area anakméae—severﬁizﬁiips to southeast Asia paid for by - the--

ssx‘CIA. (At tﬁ%éfiﬁé;‘ﬂroghfwas ¥z also a-meémber-of the White House-

Plumbers operatzoﬁf”éccordlngZEE“Colson )~ The-idea was for BNDD (now DEI

g v

.to be able to.ﬁ"'é w,ﬁe*Ciﬁigaoverseas 1ntéiilgence “capabilities.

e ————

Colson statsdiiﬁét Bennett-—took over Mullen “&- Co. after- the 1970

.
elections but- é%ﬁt#izhe ‘has since left and is now'ﬁorking for Howard

Hughes. olsoﬁE§Ei§=that -evegy—one of Hunt's- ‘capers was /qt Bennett's

suggestion. ngéala_ther wzs-extensive information about Bennett: in the

.

cIA file glvenztoeBakar #d and—Ervin.

1

Under the’ a:rangtments~4ﬁﬁ¥}en & Co reported to a CIA x case office
T

who reported toza*man-named Eric—Isenstead who, according to colson, is

=

sjoef pf—+tje COA's central cover staff which sets © private firms as
chiefF of +He :




é;gq 5
poV;rs for the agency. Isenstead reports directly to the Deputy Director
for plaﬁs. According to Colson, we should take a close look at Isenstead
since, if there is domestic intelligence activity, it is through Isenstead.

Cblson mentioned that when Bennett went beﬁore the Watergate grand ju:
. the prosecutors wereflod not to questién him. Colson believes the fix was
put in by the cIA, which also picked up half of Bennett's legal fees.
According to Colson, Bennett had advance knowledge of the Watergate break-
in-but-was-I=B- ciéared'bﬁthé‘CIA—10&days:afﬁerrit;xmt occu;edf- He-also-x
notedfthat-Larfy;O"B;ien got.immunity;l In .other works, . Colson was:saying,
aiifthe;CIaEt§§és:ai§§péa1OGE€6ffsigbt;‘ . daae R

Colsoh;saigithat;ngnettissrefainer:td;Hgéhés;gg_y§§:§§p£rblledwxyz
by the~CIas- AtiHighésﬁ’suggeﬂsticzéBennett;providédithé:léwyerffor“Dita:
_Beard:; Bennettip:opoéedfto‘Huntithat;HuntiantO*Denver?to<iﬁteriiéw
Dita:. . As Colson sees it;ABennett was.HEXEX"notvso“much*worriedfabéut the
Bearaimemouas:he'Was.about certain‘meﬁos-relatibg-tovthe cIA & ITT..
According:tOﬂColson,.the«CIAldidwa numberzof:illegalithinQS'%? the United
Stated~to further;the:privateﬂinte;estswoﬁiITT,inxxhnfas—;gs,as*for fon—
eign intelligence: pupposes.. CSlson:said»that he*couidﬁnot*gorinto-areas
which were.classified, eg--thevchilean:afféirlandﬁthe.use”of.federal agen-
cies-to advanceiprivate'inteiests where-a«cqmmonality-ofiinterestiexisted.
Colson :(said) that the things theCcIa did during Watergate were highly
classified_andfthai thene-weie.bitsrand pieces of ‘them in the CIA file-
givenuto:Bakerfand*Ervin;. Colson—Xk: statedithat-he .could .probably summar:
theébntentSfoflthE'file after eeviewing his notes:. He:-did..recallithe=fil
mentioned_radiéal?activitiés;prior;to;the:convention:« Colson maid that i
has. lots of cashnhwhich it,uses:to"finance-pro;ectssby g® procuring out-
side?people_rafher’thanACIA-agents;. This makes: it aissm#: almost.impos—-
sible to:trace thezthieads._

W i Y ..

col3on .stated that the Highes empire:and the CIA have a.continuing -

strongzrelationship. Xx If the CIA wants:to:do something -but does:not.-

want its name on it, it-turns it-over to the ¥z Hughes -operation. . Hughes

gets money and the CIA j gets put jnto foreign and domestic intelligence

= .
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The’"CQmmlttee of 40" was a joke since Kissinger was runnlng the c®

single hgndedly. Apparently Kissinger despised Helms but tolerated him
perhaps, as colson speculates, because Helms had something on Kissinger
and Nixon. Colson also said he lad told the prosecutors about Angleton som:
time ago, but that they would not listen to him.
. . - ' T .
Ccolson said there 1s é“n area of C#A which places CIA types into
a1l sensitive federal agencies. These individuals are not always known

to the agenc1es.“ Colson sald thls was dlfferent from the DEA srtuatlon

where there 1s a qgéarate entlty in the CIA worklng on 1nternatlonal nar-

e e ———
e ——

cotics trafflc;=-He sala that Krogh would probably be B reluctant to dis-

T e e B N -

cuss the CIA/DEEEﬁaEEef;_ (COlSOn mentioned Jeff:Donfeld and I mention

Walt Mlnnlck both—offwhom work@ed for Krogh L

_._________.' »+k¢¥9¢
Colson also—saLd—that Ambrose would pxnbaibg probablg be eie—guﬁt~

He also sald that there were cer—

tain mafia fmgu;es:mhn_had nmxAéxi cordlal relations with Ambrose.

Colson also. mentloned Pennlngton who was the one who bugned McCord‘

e e

files after the—breiﬁfln and who died of a heart attack six months ago.

when the FBI querxed:the CIA about Pennlgnton, the CIA game the FBI

,'-—-

another Pennlngtonfthus thro g the FBI off of about a year. Colson als:

mentioned the fgét'that Angleton had had contact w1th Hunt whlle Hunt was

in the White. House:: :

—,3_ = — =

Colson belaeses both Helms xRAXEXRFX and Cushman perjured themselves

ng Helm s conflrmatlon hearlngs for his ambassador—

— .~ —— -

ship and his té‘f ‘sy—before Baker- He said Helms in his testlmony boas

w ’M.‘.———
B = -
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of the CIA's Inteiiigence £ixx files and that the FBI came to the CIA

3 s ol o, e =
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£\ mamx names:SEEaase the CIA had a better retrieval system.

= __.._._—-__...,_——_ - == e

The meetlgg‘ Elch began at 2:00 Bisiil= s adjourned at 4:15p.m. A

secand meetlng wasjArranged for Monday, January 20, at 10:30 a.m.




