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SUBJECT: INTERVIEW WITH LUCIEN CONEIN

On januaxry 21, 1975, Senator weicker and I interviewed Col. Lucien

Coneih'ﬁho is currently'heaa.of special operations of the strategic
intelligence section of the Drug Enforcement Administration.

Conein said that he retired from the CIA in July of 1968. In 1969
he went;tofSouth;Vietnam.on;hiswb§n where: he._tried.to..make. some money
through hlS connectlons there--_Belng unsuccessful,_he returned "to: the-

UTSE*iﬁiearlYf1971’; Hé?wentitoﬁFfance;;or-51X"weexs w1tﬁ his=wifé= 3

- ’ l - "
and‘returneéﬂlnrAprzlf,1971-- IAnlate=71zeartyy72’hezwasscontacteds

byvthéeWhiteeHnuseereggrﬂihgghmsskhowiedggeofzdrnggs1nnSn;Asza;:

Kxogh?was~the~f1rst~perscn“to téik,to Conezn‘about thls andZaskeds~ = - il

-him:whattheethoughttabbuttthEedruggs&tuai:ongand;xxhzzwhat;woulaahee””'

-

dooif: heAhadathEMresponsibllty»for7counte:acc1ngqlt .Ianresponsey,

. Coneihfggzgxiixfprep@red;a%pgpgr?outiiﬁihg;hissideas:whithhhe.gavee

s

tooKroghiy, . 1= % ' -

Onranothér:occasion;:Krogh;askeéfConein:about:hcwwtOtggfabout:
& .

settingcup-a= drug 1ntelllgence~organlzatzon_and .that-although the:

Whites House»was~gett1ng 1nputs from:Customs and.: BNDDf,he wanted :an:

ontsidézrtbctakeaa'lOOk;atiit:; Conein-wpotezanother-paperrstating=

that*trafficking;orgéniiations:hadztodbeepgnetratediusing;bésicalle
- Somes.

the, clanaestlnge -meansswhich=zhad:> gene*aily been_eaployed'by-the .CTA:. ==

Ve
ixn- SETAsiazs

About:thestime-of the-releasezofthe:Pentagon Papers;.Coneinz.

said'he'got?a:calliffomjantagnax;aqnaintance;.HowardiHunt;yho: s sl

salﬁ he wanted. Conein- to~com== to the:- Whlte~Hbuse ~to>talksto-him:.




A

working for the President and that anything that was said between them
would be covered by executive privilege. Hunt interviawed Cohein at *
+he White House and asked him abdut Ellskerg whom Conein had worked
Wlth in Vietnam. Conein told Hunt that Ellsberg had been highly
thought of while in Vietnam - in fact - so hlghly thought of that

. . 2 ”us was e meehng Hunt hed]
S JSEREE Parter hed taker_l him on his staff. [Nﬁ’:s{—r-\(ed. the dope rcce?j'lc(‘ unde!

. i dhe couen and thee Fat cnnFJ'
Conein said he was surprised when the camera crews arrived at

his:housestheﬂdéy?ofitheaPentagoﬁrPapersfreleasea Conein said-Bill-

Gill*of*ABC:handed*himraacopy“offthe;NY=Times:andihadiundérlinedSConeingé

haﬁe-lndthe*nnmeronSLpiaresh trappeareé‘_ Coneinwtoid3Gillsthatihes - - -

.conlén‘t*taik_ o*h1mibecause~of theasecurltytagreement*he had en;ereéﬁ

1nt0fw1th‘the—CIE?—hennhe_had,Ieffz_ Ac:orﬁlng -tb~Conxeing. G;il‘theaﬂ e

‘_.---___—. =

'said:that*hé=ﬁﬁé§%a§Security?mahhatfCiBEthatihéewouiaacail;tb;see: £

3.5 pnrm1551on‘coula“be given=forr -coneinntostaiXs, Coneihrsaids

thatrG:llica -1138-%=¢ﬁi’§=man--usiﬁg~.conein.-'; & phones. THes=CIAScalledsGiill
, e : -1
back;a;whilei1afér?anditoiaihim:thattConeinﬂcouidGnotfta&ki- Conein:

'saidathat:ianthosesdayssyon: thonght: "hblyvhellk® won1dsfailionayom:

1 ]

if-youw: ta-lkaé——-w e ,

Conein:said he *had- never»had anyvcontact~w1th.KlSSlnger—but thatrm 4§

héahadfmet%higgﬁgfﬁtipaliaidSi? HéFthSknOWHTEalg:fIDthlS;dEYS;lnu

Vietnam:-and: recalled -J5hn-TLehman’ s=name= .He:-said’ tbare—were otherss T LS

sbhtthe:conlanifiremembErrthéii:names;‘ Conein—~saidithat-Hunt:had:

notafounduhlmuin‘ a=shoppingscenter-on:hisswayoutt offthe=countrys.

Hunt*hadiheen:trylng*to‘cail,hlm .att-home=zbui: COneihnhadﬁchanggdéhisé_

phone-to;an_unllsted naomber-sou Hunt—hadrdlrflcnlty'ln reachlng himz. - -

Conein-said;. hbwever;}that*Hunt*calledahlm'a;-home;:—Coneln“salaa et ' ERE

thattafferr GllI‘haa “leffs . the=CIA:cailéd him and- asked 1f thezpressz . .

kS

had lef£s. Whan"Coneihitoldithem:that:theyyhad, the-CIA  told Coanein=: --

tocmeet: them.ln.a bowllng'alley'behlndvzkxza =McClean-shopping center:.




conein said he met the CIA people at the Bowling alley where he was

given 2 <.~ led envelope. He took the envelope home and opened it and

—

found $52C in 20'5{ Conein said he laughed, threw the money in the
z2ir znd said to himseli "Where the hell can I go on $5007" with a
wife, three kids, dogs etc. Coneinﬁ said that he called the CIA
security man and told him that he was not a CIA paid agent and that
ke was notvleaving. He wpotéya note returning the $500 to the cié‘
and signedtit;“Luigi?

Durlng the t1m="uhe .white:-papez: on the*DIEM-coups was being - - T;-:;F

prepared: by'NBC’ Cdnéiﬁ.saad-hE“was called and‘toiavtha;,the—t teé;f

Fouse-was-" 1ntgf§sted 1n*Cone1nrbe1ng inhterviewedi. Cdnein- Sald =t ‘¥-5;
hé-contacted:EPQfCIEEsecuiltyrpeepie=whOﬂgaverpe:missibn*fér:him3;o3;' ?Zi
d6.the-interviéw..Conein-saidithai® the=WHitesHbuseswanted himto> - -:i: —?
sav*whorhadhéé%ﬁéllyﬁengiﬁéézeééthé?Diém:aSSasiﬁatibni- Céﬁeinﬂ : ”%

szid:that-he: would ‘not do 1t———thatihiS?ihterestiih:theesto:y-wass

whati the .CIa-had. Gone:- to: prevent—the assassination. He:=did sayy .. ... =7
thattthézinteiﬁiéw,;WhiéhaassalredjlnﬁDEc:o;:1971,,did_not comez=oukr .
e e

the~way it should haves. = % ' _— iifnj
, , A

Conemn.sala:that'ln.Jannary-of 1972 ,Krogh-called :him to-.thez Whlte°

“ﬂuse_and’toléfﬁim1tbattthéyihadisomeeohher:work%fcr;him~and’thattth9yy
would- pay blmffor_lt;< The-work: involvediwriting:two more:paperss . L

. relating to- 1nternat10nal drug: trafficking-. After -that-Krogh:told: =ik

Coneinnthat: fhey could‘no~10nger«kEep:ix;him"atfthe?Wﬁite%Hbuse?andﬁ

— e

asked= hlmrlf”heéﬁés jhterestediinngoingsto-BEDDZorrCustomss=. Cone1n4.,_;:;

c2id.he selected BNDD becauséiitiwas-related’to-his-Ze-field SofZ

expertise. Iﬁgersbll?interviéwéd:Conein‘in~Juna,.1972”afterrwhibh;-l -

EXDD . intell §é§' "~ tookr Conein™ .on-as:=azconsultant-until” they: offéredi". -z

;im:a:pe:maneﬁt‘ppsitioniinfDecembér*ofi19721, T

Coneih:saiagte—had.never:mgttC61son1or:JéhniScalii- He:saidihéé;":ﬁz

léarnediofECoison_ppsing:a:FrediCbariéssih:théetelépbbneecaillass#jf‘i

a. result of “the .Watergate testimony-..



; Tonein said he never denied having seen the cables forged by Hunt.
He said that there were a stack of cahles - all with Top Secret =
classifications. He didn't read them because he did not have a security
clearance. Conein said he only saw the forged cable much later at
a meeting with Lambert of Life magazine. Lambert had called him and
caid that he had a document that he wanted Conein to see. éonein»met
him and Lambert showed him the cable. Conein said when he saw it that
if~itwere-truej that:hes(Conein}- had'been-piayea_;or_a patsy-by~

_Henry?bébbttLbdgeé:fCéheiﬁ:said:after;thét:he:wentthomé:and on-az

e e e AT S T e—

:‘grnen_(seeure&_phpne“cailed colby"at,the-CIA_and :toid-himrofz the=

»cablésand:1tscimpllcatlons__ Calngsazdgheahaddnever:seenﬂtheacablea

‘eithery. Conein'sald the—cab1e~showed,comnllc1ty'xx:of the=Whites = e

,Housealn-1nstr;é£10ns<t0ﬂLodge~toahaye—Dlem?assassznated-. Howevery,
accoﬁdlngﬂto Coneln, Lodgeﬂwonla ‘haveczhaditoczhavesbeen-awakezait 6 am:
..anﬁéhe=khewuthét5Lbdgennevexrgotzupgat;6Aam*.
Con21n“sa1&W£;é:theaBNDD—CIﬂ,ag:eement wassterminateddinnJulyroi:z
19733, - 'f??%éi?‘ O o T L TP S o
vCbnein:saidfhe:iéver?SéerhriiChménsq

) C:oheiﬁtsa@§§@§§tiafﬁé:zﬂixan5ésbiggmeetinggonnnarcqticssin:lQIl;,

' the-CIA= formed= ‘téféotiésiunittto:éoordinateeihtelligenceeattiﬁitiés:,

He:said that: for example,,the CIA=1] nﬂLaas in=1971iwereznot-concernedc

&kﬂz_about drug traffxc}ﬁJ but-that~ when*leon stepped*up;effdrtss

againsttinternéﬁiénalltraffickérs;,action:wassreqqiredi; Coordination:n

wass aisoqrequlred-, Krogh.was;thEecoozdlnatcr“at*the =WhitecHbuses and;

chalred ‘the- commlttee respon51ble for*coordlnatzng agency: -effortss..
AtiBNDD?(anQ§noé:DEAl?coneln:worked:1nfstrateg;c~1ntelllgence;-

Hisziist:Jdbﬁ&éé%fS start:assembtingstheznecessaxy information=

to:dévelopgpgttefﬁszofitxafficking;organiﬁations:. Coﬁein:is;ngw;

headingsup: the,speclal operations: .sectionswhich-involyesstrainings

iﬁdiﬁidﬂaiésto:goiiﬁtoeaacountryy(wlthmthattconntryjssapp;ovail}tba

gather: 1ntailigence ‘onrtrafficking organlzatlons- .Conein. saidithatt

7

N




the DEA man established the opération and when the host country approves,

he goe& in-country and works with the host country's authorities.

Conein said that this may involve recruiting in-country nationals
and supplying and fraining them in the use of electronic bugging

and@ camera equipment. Conein said that he has three men on his staff

and 14 individuals in various stages of training.

When Weigker showed- Conein the BR Fox catalogue of assassination.

,equlpm_nt—;Cone1n“sald,"Yés BIFE. anws boy thIS“ls someghlng_.,--.;

Tbls ggsguy"M1tchﬁls one—of the= crazzest SOBlssIivesz ever*met:?‘

- G i ek S ™ o L= =14

Conein:saids thlt—about~a year_ago:he—was 1ook1ng for-some—speczailzedu

. r—a—— e

i o —— - ———— i, ;.o

-_58vcyc1e;buggzn ev1ces~for*use~zx209erseas-- ‘Hessaid3that:Mikes

Morrlsseyvor-B“Bg,SQXT maae?snchreqnlpment-, Hé zx:saadﬁthat“whea

SR

Mbrrlsseygwas-demonstratzng thernggzng x_equznment he=ailse- brought—
a,ssa.ssma.:hcnlz TomTmeT -° .

1n.some—e==a=eee dev1ces.- Coneln“saad ‘he= dl&n £ buy. any-——that:he'

woulaﬁitFownﬁnﬁonei= Cﬁneinﬂsaidiheedld;nottknoerarbaraaFoxxSp;ndeli

-~ = =" _- e~ -

i T X

and’ couladnot"recall everﬂhearing of Bern;e=3p1ndei-.

Wélcker_sald_that*from reaélng-the—cover “Memo ;. 1t sonndeé *like=

R S 1+ . s

7 - Fl &

Morrlssey~was-mak1ng'the equlpmentresneczally for. Conein.. Conein.

saidlthéttwas:no,

P o -

thét*hé9héscnev91=hadﬁthisstypgeoffeqqipment‘; Coneinnsaidihe=neverr

P e

-showedZz any'lnterest"ln the=ASTRO~likesof: equlbment-.

g e

said -he. still: had_the equlpment sxcez sanceult had“beenﬁdec1d°d notx

- -

to-use=itt.

Cone1n'sala'ihatbhe flrst_metiﬂnrrlssey -in=1973:. At:the=times=s

Morrisseeyvhada developedda Kel: un1t~1n_the -shapecof: az 1arge:belt:.

Connlnrsald heemet,ﬁnrrxssey :in~thes Rossiyn"area~where.Mnrrlsseyﬂhadd

_'-.. T = =

anﬁﬁoffxce-. He tola Morrissey: to send:the<beltzoverr-to-Justice=for:

them'tO‘look'at. The Rerxmxtx belterSereturnedtto.Morrlssey because-=

it was too heavy to use. Conein said he met Morrissey again in

April or May of ? and told him he was interested in listening devices.

btruecand thatc he;woula;goJunder_oath-.Con21n.sala_ :

ConeznqsalaJthat ln:AprllJor “May.1974Zhez ordered'bugglng :equipment:

-

skl o

1

i



Conein said he met Morrissey a total of four or five times. He said

that DEA ordered the bugging equipment from him but that he was not

very reliable because he did not deliver on schedule.
Conkein said that he and Mitch Werbell had been in the 0SS

together in China. He said that Werbel was an armaments manufacturerg

and that he had beeﬁ to Werbell's plant outside Atlanta on two occasions.
He_said that Werbel was a big-wheeler—dealer and that & on one

occ351on_had wanted kx“Coneln.to 59 to. Londonufor'hlm_towarrange~‘

purchase—of‘scrap,from.ssnth.v:et.nam...Con=1n:'sala~.that..W‘er‘beil_hasc

a= fantastzc-weaponsacollectlon~1ncludlng:Lhousands offsiléncers=forz

machlng;guns,—-~:~-~ o ememen SR e

Céneihﬂsaa.&'“that" attthe;aémonstratibnn-VﬂrI'iSS%';:ﬂe’monstratedﬁ-- - il s

tha_bugging equlpment,,but‘another_maa demonstra edZthezassassinationz

devxces\;_Conein,saad,thatdover—the yearss lots~of-peop1e have=shown::

. 2=
»

P o e 3 ~

him=lotss= of.devzces"of thls’sort;,but he“remarked thatrhezwas=intrigged:z

with these=devices*becanse they were:s ~triggereds eiecuronxcally"insteaﬁ_

of_chemlcaily-&,Coneindremarkeﬁgthst-a,lottor peeplasthiakxthationces

LI

ypu;have%beenn1nztheeCIAﬁyou:re:always:1n;the:CIA;- i

Conein-tolanSenator*WEicker&that:he Shoula«aSk(fOT-aanBE*

1nvest1gation~and thatr he would"vviuntarzly'takena polyzrapnntest:.

Theaonlyucorrespondence Conein"said ‘hes had “with= Mbrrxssey,tha thies

couldirecailiwas*aﬂletter*orfconfirmatibn:under:tit1éCIIIZo£fthe:

wiretap*statute;that the equipment (bugg;ngj rwonld:= be-used for=law=

seil_hlm.a353851nation“equipment‘ Hé ﬂvsaid-that there: were=a=10t"‘

Taslaie =

offpgopléawho,thought :he-Was: moreuinvoived“ln?things att bhe=CIE_thaaﬂ

hebreally*was-;NW91cker*askeddConein if”ha—hadllaunchedJany,1nquiry‘
aftez:seeinguthe demonstrationﬁof-assassinationrequipment-. Céneinn
said4h3~had*n9t*——that*BB:Fox_was =legailyrslicensediands doing~work"forr
thhsggvernmen?f;.Cﬁnein:sgiﬂithattthe:oniy}ageacy:hescould;thlnkzof;
whiCh“wouldibeeinterested:inwthezASTBOSequipﬁent:wouldibeeonseofftheei.‘

covert arms of the CIA. Conein also mentioned that he told Morrissey



after thg demonstration that if organized crime ever got any of that
equipment they would have a field day. Conein said that another ﬁani
from his office by the name of Searle ("Bud") Frank was with him

at the time of the demonstration.

I called Prank at his office at DEA and asked him if he would
come Join us in the meeting. Mr. Frank arrived and discussed his
vers@on of the meeting with Morrissey, which essentially confirﬁed :
what=Conein-haditoldusz. Frank-saidzthe: equlpment*was demonstiated?

in-.annofficezonn Connectlcut .avenues out81de of DEA:headquarters--HL £,

F“ank_saaduhevtook_an.acadeﬁ;cnlnterest 1n_thg~assassina§ion.equzpment-

becauseohe=hadanever*seea_sachrequznm°at before F”aak-feeiscthas"

Mbrrlssey:may;haveﬂdemonstrated~tne-ASTBD-eqqument*as a—way oy

=TT s 2
e ] __._.--

testing-the*waters*or—express1ag*professionai przde;, F’ank.saaﬁ*

the:meeélngglasted,about -anshounr-andiazhaifs. - -Frank<haddnoorecollectionn

of”Marrlssey sg;ng}that he haddsbld thes assaaswnation ~equipmentitosany:

otherr federal_ geacy.- Frauk_saadhhe haé the*feeilngdthat Mbrrlssey*s,

firm:wasQwithhanother*armmofithEegovernmeat:.

F}ank_sald that DEA~ had never- approvedntheﬁASTRO equlpment-
orritSsappiithibn;;-Hessaadaltzwassraaseéaimulnformaiidlscussionsu

amcng~thhaé§zﬁ£s§,butttheesuperibrsssaid&thattiﬁﬁnooiﬁstance:woulaﬁ’

: such.equlpmeﬁtueverrbe .used.. He-saidithat:as=za-resulizof’recent:
. Supreme~Court decisions regardlng'wlretapping, itrwasz=decidedithatr

thevbugging equipment theyJhadqurchasederom“MbrrxsseyJcould:nut-<

béeusedéovegseaaz.

. e - -

At:Senator-Weicker?sssaggestion;.Coneinnplacediascailitos -

Horrissey'§%gffiée:attthe:ﬂétergateﬁ_ Mbrrissey?ﬁassoutiaad§COnein3 =

1eftbwordeor—Morrlsseyytoocalllhlm* Cdne*n“sazdche—woula eitherr

haveemorrlsseygcontactomeudlrectlyJor:he—wonldggey _backitocmecafierr

settiﬁggupéézmgeting:.

ThebintervieV'conciuded:at*3gcopmg =



