
YEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 
FROM PETE KINSEY 
SUBJECT: INTERVIEW WITH LUCIEN CONEIN 

On january 21, 1975, Senator weicker and I interviewed Col. Lucien 

Conein who is currently head of special operations of the strategic 

intelligence section of the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

Conein said that he retired from the CIA in July of 1968. In 1969 

he went to South Vietnam on his-bwn where,he_tried-to-make,some money 

throughhis connections there._ Being,unsuccessfd1;_he- returnedto the- 

U-.:S.2_117:early- 19711_ 11.=went_t- to-Ffancez.for_sik,-weekb=with'hi&-,-wite= 
.1; 	 J, 

andrettrneddinnAp;111,197111 Innlate271;_earIky722heewascontactedd 

by=theeWhIte_e-HouseeregardingchIskhowledgeoffdrngssin7SEI-LATSia.7— 

_ _ _ 	_ 
KThghi-.wasztheefiksttpprsonntbs-ralki-;:tbConeanaabouttthiS-aandfask-e&E- 

-hith.-what:heethoug4t.tabbutt- theedkug-cisituatiom2a-nd -whati-woula.5.he,-_- 

dOpifhseL,h-adif.theresponsiblityvfdirilcounteractinggitt-Ihnresponse, 

Coneinirms=prepared=a - paper-outlining=hisEideas7which=he gave,. 

On-another= occasion,, Krog =asked-Coneinnabout-_-_how--,to7-.go-_-about-: 

settingzup-__.a.7.diug,:intelligencez.organizationr--and-.thatr_aithough- the 

WhiteFflibuset.wasgettinginputsftom7.alstoms.7and.:BNDD;),he-awantedf:anz 

outsider-rto-_- take-_ a look_ at - 	Conein-wnote7---another-f- paner-statingz 

that-  trafficking;_organiiations=had--sto,-..bei,penetrated-__using:;11asicallS7‘ 

theclandestinge-zmearisF.whih-nhad.fgenera 1 lYybee Ira eapj_ayeth-:by--.,- ther--:CT.A.:. 

About-_the&time-offtherelease,7of-Lthe:-Pentagon- Papers;.Conei= 

said he got-a-call ftom-an a:pnza qmaintance;Howard_Hunt;who:.. 

sa id fhe-_wanted,: Cone in.. to^corgi=ta the-White Souse_ to 	 . 
- _ 

This =occurred in.-  early_ 	 tha tthe:was - -  



working for the President and that anything that was said between them 

would be covered by executive privilege. Hunt interviewed Conein at ' 

the White House and asked him about Ellsberg whom Conein had worked 

with in Vietnam. Conein told Hunt that Ellsberg had been highly 

thought of while in Vietnam - in fact - so highly thought of thbt 

Porter had taken him on his staff. L  fhge_ 41,z5 wa.5 41e, 	gun-I 
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said he was surprised when the camera crews arrived at 

his=house-:- the..-,  day-- off theL Pentagoi3 Papers-release. Conein-. said -Bill- 

GillIoftABCf...thandedf,himTa copy-,:ofitheNY, Times.: a mill df_underlinedJ:Conein;.:- 

nameci=theznumerpnal-:plaress itta ppea red--; 	 that: het 

con 	 tis eeof f thee s ecuri tyva greementthe 	entered::: 

inter   Ab.corl7T-F-i-Ig_rto.:sConzeiir;_ Grill then- 

saidf.thattheAdiaTisecurityyman7-at: 

_ _ 
iff'permiSsionacouldfbe?§ivent-fEirT-COneihntoptalk-z:  Coneinr.said'-: 

The,:,CI.A.2-;called.-7G1117 

back2-za-::while:: later: and--3toldihini-that7Conein--, could;qnotf talk - Cone 

saidrlthattiiapthiosedays7,-yontAh'ongliht"hblyyhellkl'worrldfallionnyou” 

if -="yout- 

Coneinnsai-d-nihe--.-had-_-never-had-5anyucontacttwithl Kis singer_Tbut 

he-zhedfmetthiisprInciPp-liaids:— Be--had:2khownHai4=f±om_:-.h1Sz-daystinn 

Vie tnam..: and recaIred Johh.:-,Lehma s name-.: He said t1-2 re.swere others S 

btit t he con lanetzremembe=thei±=names _ Co ne in-- sa id.f.tha tr_Huntt ha d 

nottfoundcf_him." 17:an—  r.a--z-sh.oppingenter-zon..---.h:iSz..--.1.ray ,onttoffthe-2conntry::. 

Huntt hahbeenfkt.kyingc 	 tthameebatz Coneiinha changed-I hiSs . - 

phone,-7.to-: a nI-Lunlis ted7:number. so- 

.COneixir s a id however;, thatiHunt called f-L him- at- home= = -Coneia:-seid L. 

thattafter3_-Gi3:r7ha-dfleft;.: the:.-CIA_--! called: him and- askedEiff 	pressz 

h 	left: _ When-Coneiir- told them:. that t they-,-had; the CIA,  told Coneinn 

toz.-meetttheraz-irvar. bcrwliiig7.. a hey behliadz:Jegi=a -,McClean-ls hopping -_-centerz 

Ambassador 

Conein 

5 11a. 4hL. 4apc rccr: er c.:^der" 



3 

Conein said he met the CIA people at the Bowling alley where he was 

given a E. led envelope. He took the envelope home and opened it and 

found $3 	in 20 ' s. Conein said he laughed, threw the money in the 

air and said to himself "Where the hell can I go on $500?" with a 

wife, three kids, dogs etc. Coneins said that he called the CIA 

security man and told him that he was not a CIA paid agent and that 

he was not leaving. He wpote a note returning . the $500 to the CIA 

and signed it-  "Luigi!' 

During, the--  time - the :white =papery on the -DIEM coups was being 

- - 	 _ _ _ 
prepared= byz-NBCc-_ 	 called_ a 	tha t - the= I-rnitez-_--  

F_OLISFI Wa interestedfiii-Co-neib-AD-e.ing-7ibterrie-;;;-ed-f. Cdneib--  sa id ftlatt. 

_ _ 	_ 
he_ contacted:the-1. CM:: s e cur i ty -pe 	gage:-  r,e rmi ss on-  fdr: 

the-- intez-vievir..- 	saidf thattthe-eVriite,--Hduse--Fwantedhifrt-to,-_,  

sav-:who-_-  had a ua rlymengiffe-engineered-7:the---Dlem-assesinat-ioni_-  _ Conein . 
. - . 	- sa3_d:f_that-7h-e_would:not do.:7itt 	 story-  was--= 

whatthe:-CIA; had _ done,- tOLprevent-Ithe:assassination.. He =did sayy 

thatt -theAnterView,,whih--wasFairedJin---DE-d:-of:197-1;..did_not comeeoutz 

the---way- it 	 . --Li _ 

Cc-menu-11 sa-idi:thattibl_januaryl o ff 1972; , Krogh ca lled.: him to thef."Wilite- 

- and 	tha they: had::: some ot her::work' for: him and the tt_ they:-.• 

would :pay 	 - The-work-: involi7edf.writing two -,more7-pa nerss 

relating.to international = drug trafficking.. After that=Krogh_told± 

Conein:_that"-they--could:no:longer:_keep:_±=7.him - at - the:White=House?and:1 

asked-TlamTifffi4Ttivas=interestedAhrigoing.-;to-BNDD:=-Customs..- - Coneibm 

sa id_ he selected BNDD becaus4=it -was-  re la Led-: t-o- 	field_ of= 

expertise-. Ingersoll-- interviewed-Conein- in June, 1972 . a fter:- whida-- 

BEIM-  inte21 igeri- took=--took;.- 	 a consultant-  until-  they offered' 	_ 

a: permanent- position-. in--Decemb-er- 

Conein.7. said - le-  had neverL-mett_COlson-lor.:- JOhn-  Sca 111 _ He=said=hee - 

lea rned_:: of .1Colson..pos ing, a:-  Fredz:Chariessinntheeteleplabnee caass 

result-  of-the :Watergate testimony.. 



Conein said he never denied having seen the cables forged by Hunt. 

He said that there were a stack of cables - all with Top Secret 

classifications. He didn't read them because he did not have a security 

clearance. Conein said he only saw the forged cable much later at 

a meeting with Lambert of Life magazine. Lambert had called him and 

said that he had a document that he wanted Conein to see. Conein met 

him and Lambert showed him the cable. Conein said when he saw it that 

if fit-'-were,T true;  tha h (Coneii-4_. ha d_fbeerr:_ pla ye& for.: a ;- patsy bar- 

_HenrylCabhttrodtje:i. COneihr-saidcafterrthati-.hewent7home:and 

greenz--1(6eeureli-phbne;calledc.-Colbar,-at=theeCLX1-_-andatoiclzhimr-oi--ithe----- 

Cdlb-yvsaidctheehad.:never=seenntheecablee  

ther: 	 : th 	shbwed.:: compli Cityf--  the White- 

Flouseein::instru-ctionastb-- Lod§e,tb-hve.eLaem7lassassinated:.. amwever;-, 

according-zto-.:Conein;,:-  Lodge_-_-wouldlhave:had:.to-,have-s-been:- awake-,,atz6=amft, 

ConeinnsaidtheeBNDarCIA;7,ageementwas,,terminatedc]inr_Jd17y-z off 

19732. 

Conela-_-said:heneverrs6w_-Ehrlichma=, 

C.Zonein---ssaadllthattafterINIxonbigf--meeting.-3 onnnarcotics.Tinn197/.. 

thef:CIA:=-_fOrmed=g-nacotics-7;unitttoccoordinateaintelligenceeactiVitiesz. 

Hel:said:f 	r thattfor.exampI.e,thecCIALlinnLaossinn1971-1.were:.--notconcernedt 

- 7R1z-Frirabbut'..diug-1-.traffi p , blat tha t -when-Nixon-,  stepped z up: efforts 

againsttinternationalltraffickers, r action:-.wasirequired Coordination:: 

wasz3al -Soorequii:edl:t7EYoghi-rwaS.;theecoordinatorrattheeWhitecaouseeand:1 

chaired- the,coMMittee=responsible-:_ fitirrcoordinatingzagencyyeffortsz__ 

AttliNDD=“and2Entyw=D 3conein=work-ed-lin--_strategi&-intelligence,--2. 

His,firstajOb start-tassemblinggthenecessary information:: 

to develop:patterns offtrafficking:-organizations.. Conein_is.:now-

headitszlip.-.:thespecialioperationszisectionnwhiCh'involVesstraining3 

iiidiizidlial&stcr=gofixitozoacountry"(1;ritlic.thatt_countryzaSsappFoval) ) too 

gather:intzillgence on :trafficking -organizations- .Conein. saidftba tt: 



the DEA man established the operation and when the host country approves, 

he goei in-country and works with the host country's authorities. 

Conein said that this may involve recruiting in-country nationals 

and supplying and training them in the use of electronic bugging 

and camera equipment. Conein said that he has three men on his staff 

and-14 individuals in various stages of training. 

When Weicker showed- Conein the BR Fox catalogue of assassination_ 

equiPpent;-... Coneiirzsa id "Yes_,sik..-  . . bby:- thiSe iS:-= something::: . _ . 

ThisiTgxgay-MItthiszoneeofftheecraziesttSOBIssIli7eeeverrmett” 
- - 	

_  

ConeinnsaiddthtifttaiSioutl.aa.yearLago-he=was:.,-,looking--,.ifor-_somespecialite&i 

• 

50:=cycla-_buggifig::tdeyipes--.i.fdrruset-.:n-c--goverse-asf-.- .7HesaidfthattM_irce- 

_ 
Mfiorri:SseyvofzB72R=_Fo= madeasach;•equi  	Heeamz.-said5:tht-trwh'enn 

MbrriSseyywasEdemonstratifiT7thbebUgging;wHeql4iiopent:16=aleAdrought-_- 
assc2.65 01 iti It•rtif 1' 	. . ..... . ,_ _ 	: 	 . 

in7some=ee4-•a_44:t1-Idevi&es,:- Coneihnsaid_The=.didetibbyanyi---th t-i_hel-- 
-- • - - 

wouldf0:t1:own_-_x.-_one=. 	sa id z_hei-did 	BarbaraeFox;--Spindel.: 

andlcould-fnottrecallieverhearing7of±Bernie-aSpinde3-... 

thee- 	= 
. 	I 	- 

Morrissey- was---anaking:-.the 	 for.. Conein-. COnein_. 

said -_ithattwasr_sriota-zmttileanditliati-_- h-e-ewould-d-gocainderm oath:: . Coneinz:.sa 

thatthe?has=never-L-had6thiS3type?offequibment:. Conein2saidThee.never.-7 

-slorwedfany,:iiateresttin.-:theeASTRD--:likeeof:7equipment -;_ 

Coneiiinsaidi-7;tbatziirlAppilaor::Nay-2 3.974-',h'eclordered=blaggingr.;equipmentt_ 
•--- 	 1 

from-BRaFox...:fOraT4ser-7overseas-, ThezequlipTFmttincluded:-.3onlineteleplabnee 

b-uggiiigdevi&es:,ii5:'35teleph-onet,bUggiiag=jdevies7 and-.73receiVers7.:- Hem 	- 

said'he_-stilllhad7-1theeequlipment::sECe sihceeitthadfbeendecidedfnott 

toTuseeitt. 

Coneinr:said:thattheafirsttmet7Marrissey-_-lir-.1973:. At_the=timee 

Morrisseey%had.:14eveloppdLaA‹21Lunitin.:- the:shapeof:a=-1arggeb'eltt. 

Coneinnsaidfheemettliorrisseyyin_-theE-Rosslyn7,areaawhereMorrisseyvhadd 

ar office.. FLe,:tvld,.:Mbrrissey:to:send_Itheeb-elttoverrto.-5,3usti&eform 
• - 

them to 	at. The Rmiatxtx belt-was-returned'to Morrissey- becauseF 

it was too heavy to use. Conein said he met Morrissey again in 

April or May of ? and told him he was interested in listening devices. 



Conein said he met Morrissey a total of four or five times. He said 

that DEA ordered the bugging equipment from him but that he was not 

very reliable because he did not deliver on schedule. 

Conkein said that he and Mitch Werbell had been in the OSS 

together in Craina. He said that Werbel was an armaments manufacturert 

and that he had been to Werbell's plant outside Atlanta on two occasions_ 

He said that Werbel was a big_:wheeler-dealer and that k on one 

occasion:lhad:wantedz'irm:Conein: to-go to.-L-ondoli-afoto:.arrange-z 

purchaseoffscrapffom7southvietnamz.Cdneinnsaid.-;thattWdrbellihass 

aafantastii-zweaponsszcoIlectionftincltdingzthbusandsoffsilenceEs=f6r-. 
- - 

machiniugunsg7.--7,-- 

ConeinzsaidSth-at,att.thedemonstration7I,Mbrrisseyydemonstrated-;  

tht:::1Yuggthg-;equillYglent; ibUttanotherfman:_demonstratedfther:assassinatiOna 

devideszi..COniti±saidfithati-overrthaeyearsslots.-.of:peoplet,have-L-sh-own:: 
• . 	 „, 

him-Ilots726fIdeviceszof:thiscsort;,buthecremarked7thatzhe--fwasaintriggedz 

mithintheseedevitessbecauseethey.were-a-triggeredelectronically7instead:1 

Conettaremarkedftbilettazibitoffppepthitk;:that-:oncez 
1 

you -:have.-lbeeninira:..the-CIA_:-yonlre-3.aia3rs2sinLIthe_-_CIA:-_, 

Cone itmt oldd S nat on-WIC ken-that':, he s houldda s Ife.forra 

ib.vestigstion-.=,-andi.that he evio 	voliinta riryytt 	as pplygraohnt e s 
_ 

Thee onlyycorrespondenc e:::Conel.i17S a idf-hechadf•with:-.Mbrris s eyythatthez 

conlddrecalllwas;alletten:offconfirmatibnnunderrtitlecIIIIoffthec 

wiretappstatutezthattthetteggipl:nente 0-lagging) )-wouldtba-zus 
.___._.______ 

_ _ enforcententtfitirposesc-,- Cifinellandinott khow-.7wliy?  s cute oneewonidf:ti-yytbo-

sell_lhimIassassination2equipent;, 

offppoplewhothoughtzhe_lwaa2.mo-ret.iiiivolired-litcltialngs=-- attthaeCIAZtthaaa 

	_ 
ha.areallYy 	,_ was::WeidkerraskeddConeih:Affhe-ahad-Illaunchedc:anyyltrigiryy 

afterfseeinsstbeedemonstrationnoffassassitationnequipmentt. Coneirm 

said2heahaddnot --thattBWRix.F.-waszlegallyylidensed.fand::dciitgzwork;ficirr 

th_governmentti. COneihnsaidfithattthe.::onlyagenci7heacouldfthIhkl,off 

whith-would.fbe,linterestedAn.:theASTRO:';equipment-:wonld'Apeoneeoffthe-

covert arms of the CIA. Conein also mentioned that he told Morrissey 



after the demonstration that if organized crime ever got any of that 

equipment they would have a field day. Conein said that another man', 

from his office by the name of Searle ("Bud") Frank was with him 

at the time of the demonstration. 

I called Frank at his office at DEA and asked him if he would 

come join us in the meeting. Mr. Frank arrived and discussed his 

versCoon of the meeting with Morrissey, which essentially confirmed 

what-z:Conein --hadAold_lus:, FrankLsad_d_::2the-_equipment-_was;demonstkated 

in.T.:an,7.officeon..-,Connecticatlavenue,-7::outsidei-of:DEAlheadqqartersz_Mi _ 

Fkank:IcsaidafieE-tookz_annacademicc interest;:inathe-Ttassassitatlem:!eqqipmenfrr.. 

becanseeheehaddneverrseesnsuchhequinmenttbeforee_ FYankkfdelhsthatt 

Mdrritsey:mayehAve-L-demonsttated±th-enASTITY;equipmenttas-2-a=wayyoff 

testingztheswaterszorrexpressitgqprofessionallpridez-. F-fanki.:said,1 

th-eemeetingsted-_labbut-,annhourranddaz-halft- -YY-ankkhaddnoorecoIlectionn 

offMdrrissey=seing.thathes:harEibld-]theassassitationiequipmentito=any; 

otherrfederallagencyi- Frank.;7saidzth-eahadtheefeelifig-7thattMdrrisseylsF 

firmrlwasswith-anotherrar=offtheegovernmentz. 
--= 

Fkankr.qsaidjthat,DEA=had,_;never-approvedrithe-ASTRO::equipment= 

orritszapplicationp, lidasaiddittwassraiseddiapitformaUdiscussions5 

amongzth-eeagents=,.buttthe-,.superiorsssaid-athattii)vmocdiastance2would.71 

such.1-eqqipment-,everrbeE-used... He=said-_-:thatlas:.a.result-loffrecent7 

SupremeCourtdecisionsf-regardift&rwiretapping37,itTwassdecided5thatT 

theb-uggingI-equipmentAheyyhadpgrchaseddfrom.:_Mdrrissey:/conldnott 

bauseddoverseasz. 

AttSenatarrW6icker!'aEstaggestiOn;-Coneitnpiaceth:aP"callito,-4 • 

Morrissey!szoffidecattthetergate-a_ MorrisseyFwaszoutzaad-1Conein 

lefttwordifob,i7Moi'risseyytoocallibiftr:-. C6neiftnsaiddheewonldA:eitherr 

have.morrisseT;con-tacttme directlyyorrhe-awouldfgeSrback:to=e-_:afterr 

setttMgzuppaameetingz. 

Tb.eeinterriew;concliadeddatt3?.00 


