* M,'’MORANDUM FOR THE FILES ' ' —
FROM: PETE KINSEY
3 SUBJECT: INTERVIEW OF CHARLES COLSON- JAN. 26, 1975

On.;anuary 268, 1975, Senators Weicker and Baker and A.B. Culvahouse °
and myself met with charles Colson at the US Courthouse in Washington
pC. :

As a preliminary matter,vSen. Weicker read back the notes of the
intefvieW'which he had had with Colson on January 13, 1975. With

certain corrections, Colson confirmed their accuracy. Colson indicated

that:it:was-Richard Ober:— the: CIA liaison man. to- Kissinger- who-

\J recievedﬁpackages:from Howard -Hunt_and. passed them:. on to Richard Helms.

éyn Célson stated that thes 1mpeachment hearlngs_ contaln .certainm’.

& informaticnarelatedltoQas"MR?.XX““andithat:therefis:anraffidavitt

Y statingthat. HUnt.wasabringihggoberrpackages:through;Maygoff1972?

which?werejbeing;passedwonwtocHelmsz(BillZGillioffABC'News:believess

that:-the "MR..X-" is; . in-fact, Ober). Colson indicated that although

hevdia7notlknOW”fortsure; he-beli;eved'the packages passed,tovobezzmay

have contained tapes.. Colson bases his Aspeculation_on two things:.

The first relateeato_an~NBCtintezviéw:with: Bernard :Barker>in April:

of 19725 Bérker-describeé'being-withEHunttduring‘an'intervieW“with

@é an individdaliinaMiaﬁivwho-had?beentwith.Castrolatttheftime;Robert
Kennedy:ﬁas:assassinated; Hunt:had -a tape-recorder  and when Barker
asked- Hu;t what the tapes were for, Hunt: replied that they were for
the =CIA~ (Blll Gill sald that Hunt replied "taping for the old
cohpany?);.The"seconH'basis for Colson's speculation.relatesto;the;
ti@ezwheﬂ*Hﬁntumet.with:David”ShapirO‘while;tryinggto:seefColsmn:
to-pass on a.request;for:money;,When:Shapiro:wouldLnot;let;antrseef
Colson, Hunt said that the White House better-get on- the-~stick, . that.

Lajmct‘{lPes

he- had. things-on Ehrlichman, Krogh, .and Young.and that}ﬂe,believed;

Hunt was-into a number:of things-which Colson was never apprised Lo %

Colsonirecounted.an occasion when Hunt was complaining .about:
his .financial: problems and the fact he was having ‘to sell:hisshouse.
in order to pay the medical bills for his sick daughter:.The=next
time he saw Hunt, Hunt told him that his financial problems were taken

care of in that Helms had given him $20,000 in cash.
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colson mentioned Morton Jackson again and the fact that Hunt
e .

had had breakfast with Jackson the morning of the Fielding break-in
and that the Greenspun capéz had been planned iﬁ Jackson's home.

On the subject of Lucien Conein, Colson stated he had réésoq
to believe that the DEA activities abroad of the type we were interested
in were being handle@ by Coneig, eg. kidnapping, assassination.

Senator. Baker queried—-Colson:.as:to .wWhether: he-believed Mullen.
and :Co. was :CIA® propriety citing'theAfactsfthat-Caddy,operated‘out:of;
it;‘th9¢fiimié;maiﬁ.clients:were Hughes, . the Free Cuba- Committees

andﬁRbtary;Internatiénaii.'COISOn?aiso:saidfthat;Mullén'andTCo:.hiiedi

thé;é?;plé:the;CIAlwantedEitito;. 1
. &
Coléonsnotedithat;the:CIALWatergatéQIMﬂﬂﬁbnsathattwhen.Bobi
Bennett'needéd‘moreimoneyvtoxhiré.a‘new:man, the-money was paid by.
Hughes rather than_the: CIA..
in,respoﬁse-to-a~question by Senator:s Weicker, Colson stated -
that. the~CIA'brokerinto. the:Chilean:Embassy-in~the.:falliof~1971:to-
installiwiretaps- Theﬁtapsavere;shut;offfdﬁringitheuelectibns_but.

resumed afterward.to-monitor:information. relating to .trade-.

delegationszcomings to:the-U.S..The taps~were;removediih,May.bffl973

" because: the CIA thought Dean knew of their existence:.Colson

mentioned that in April:of:1972, McCord had- called the Chileans

Embassy.to getihimself. wiretapped:.

WithcresppctttoztheéCiAis5re1ationship;with;ITT;.Colson“
reconntedia-statement-by-Geneen:where-Geneen:said that: "we're:-
putting;our:money.tOtworktwith;your:boys;in.éhile;."'Coléon.believésé
that;Bennetti155interest'in:Dita;Beardeas;that;He}thaught;she:might
be the sourcé of. some ITT--Chile memos which _had been leaked at the.
same- time=2Dita's:memo had been leaked..

Colson then began discussing conversations he had had.withhk
Nixon-in .January of: 1973 (?)-{4).. He said that on January.13;.Nixon.
got very exited over the prospects of CIA involvement .in Watergate

and instructed Colson to look into the matter. Colson said he met with
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the CIA was very important. Later, Colson said. he talked

w1th Buzardt who told him to stay away from the CIA— that you
can't tell where Hughes begins and the CIA ends and that there
are some big Republicans involved. Colson said he talked

to Nixon twice after that and that Nixon told him to stay

out of the‘matter- that someone in Colson's office was feeding
information tOitﬁe-CIA-.Cblson-saidsthatvall-of~his:conversatéodé
with! Nixon~had- been: subpoened"_ butionly- two were= 1ntroduced'

Allitheerest;wereaw1thhéldi, | - )
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Coléenrédidithat:innhiéaconversationsswitthixon;. Nixon:f 
had:an.obsession-about Hunt:. IfA: response- to Colson telling.:

Nixon:to;get‘out‘the Watergate story, .Nixon kept reférring .to-.

the&trouble;with.Huntiarisinguout ‘ofrHunt’'s: contacts with™
Ehrllchman -and *Colson. . This conversation occured -on February
.133:19733.Inaanneariiér-cdnversationgon:June:ZO;,1972s when

Colson. was tellingaNixon:to,exposehthose;invol@ed7in.Watergate,
NiXonztold:C0150n;thatPthey;kn6Wfabout"Hﬁnt:“’ apparently, .as=
Colson sees- ity . in-an eéfort to:slow Colson .down. Colson

remarked. thét the Pre51dent's obsession .about-Hunt-and ‘his
contactsawith"Ehrlichman;andﬁéolson ﬁs expressed months “before th
ev1dence shows that Nixon had. knowledge of the :Ellsberg break-in
(March'-17;,1973).

C6lson.. recounted.Bennettls-inquiry to: him.aboat- finding-
outiwhat: Maheau.dixd- with:the=$50;000" phat:wasssupposedrto:QO"
to~Rebozo; . and ‘whether: or nottMaheau- :had pocketed: the -money. .
Colson .sentca-memo to Dean; .which-is-now in;the>handsaof£the.
prosecutorss.

SeﬁatoraBaEer;inquired:assto.whether anyone .could "have
hadAacéeSStto the:White House-:tapes while. they were_being taped..

Colson said” it-would be’ possible since Al Wong; who was the:

Secret Service technical services man at the White House was  the
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one who recommended McCord for a job at CREEP.
' Colson éold of a February 28, 1973 meeting at the Watergate
Hotel between Bennett and Eric Isenstead. Bennett said "I will take
care of Exvin if you take care of Hunt". A reéord_of this
conversation is in the CIA Watergate file.

Senator Baker inquired as to whether Colson had any
knowledge ofmdoqjsstic,aSSassination;pperations;-Colson:replied“tha
he:didinotzknow - bu;ﬁthat?suchﬁop?rations;did: go-on.overseasa:.

Coléonfsaidfthatithé%CIA"hadibéenﬁtrying;harditozdiScredit:
Andrew*SttuGeorée— thatfthecagencygwaSiafraid~of§himx.-

Colson said: we~shbuldflbokfinﬁo:thecsurf&undings:df:thea

death ofran:Italian~ named-Sarti; .who-was=a:=major-narcoticss

- trafficker> shot- in-Mexico~about-twoyears-agos.Sarti‘bought-his:

way out-of”jail and ‘got to Mexico where he was shot._ Colson said.
this :case-will:show the -other -half of Conein's -operation:.

Colson discussed certain:private-firms:either owned by the.

»

CIA or.used. by. the:CIA:. Thesezinclude:.

—Intertel;;a.private~detective firm in: Washington
owned by Hughes-doing. work for: the:CIA.

—Anderson ‘Security Consultants-- CIA .propriety.

~ockson
~Morton Johasomr's Law Firm

. There:was also mention of. the firm of Wagorer and Baroody whizh

came=-out-of the firm of:Down and:Roosevelt--the_ latter_having
définate>CIA:.ties:.

SenatorrWéiékérainquiredias_to;whether_Pepsicb may- have:

, ’ firm- .
cIA ties. Colson: said ‘that any | - doing- business-in: the=
USSR automatically gets connected..

Coisonzre&)unted takinngunf to Ehrlichman's -office- Xjust .
afger:he:wasshiredm.Hubt: told colson he needed his.:"Bona fides”
eStabliShediattthe?Ciﬁ..Eowever;,Colson.1earnedilater:that~Hunt"
had already reported to Howard Osborne at-CIA that he was~iﬁ at

the White House. Thus, as Colson sees it,.Hunt didn't need his



more thomughly:

= Richard Ober- believes his role was critical and that
he would know what was being passed between Hunt and

~Fritz Kramer and Jay ILovestone- Lovestone ran the c1a

projects for the AFL—CIO. Kramer is Kissinger's rabbi

(who is somehow connected to ILovestone-— this needs
further exploration with Colson)..

~CliEFford Irving Manuscript—Colson - said’that something
in;theﬁIrvingimanuscriptwthrewnthe“WhitesHouse;;Bennett
andeﬁghésiiﬁtona:panic;-Hunt'andchCordiwere:approachéd
by;Hughesi'peop}écto:steaiithéémanuscript%_Hﬁnt:andi
Mchrdfsaidlthéy-would’needi$55;0003fdr1théejébb.Hughess
pgoplé.saidi_ﬁtoo:muchﬂ:,so:thé:jébb- was-nevervpulled:
offf.Therefwasispeculétidn:aroundithéftabiéLthatrby_thé~
timetHuntLand:McCOrdJcame:aroundiwithithezSSk;figure;.
Hughes:peoplezmay- haves boughtoffiIrving: .Ccolson believe
BilliSafire:-had ‘a~copy of’the-manuscript:. ~

Colson mentioned that Helms had gonefout_onhiS»way €0. gel
Hunt". _ _ ' e _, _ }
placed. in .a. job. After Hunt went:. work at-Mullen, he-
complainedfthat;his.pay_wa; not combarablé;to what he had been- payed
at the cI1a, BennettithénﬁraiSedihisxsaiéry;t03a:comparab1e:1evek4;
| Golson:saidFHUntlsg"casing?’photosfothhe:Fiélding:qffice;
were.processediby;thecCIA;.Theaphotos;were:given:directly to Helms
withi?iéidiﬁg's name--circled. . |
Senator Baker .asked Colson if. he knew why Hunt had stopped
at the.-Pentagon . for twojhours. prior to.leaving from Dulles:on the
Fielding -break-in: )
Colson’s:speculation= that;HuntissandjtheeCIA?ssjustificatién.
fdnzsupplYiﬁg»the“wi%thﬁother; equipment:tézﬁuntawaé~fictitious-p
Hunt:did:not:needﬁany~disguise;to:interview:Deyqttésince\Bennett:had”
suggested ‘Hunt - interview.DeMotttand:DeMott:was:asformer'emp;oyee;
of’Bennett;.Colsoﬁ-believes that the CIA used. this as a.good:
exXcuse: for: furnishing equipment .to >Hunt=:.
Senator Baker asked;whyJSpence:fOliver;Jr;!s.phone;hadcbeent

tépped; Colson said he did not” know except “that-both’ Larry .O’Brien

and Oliver Jr. were of the patronage of Maheau.



Ccolson said he knows that the CIA gave Hunt the name of a
lock picker in January 1972, and that the CIA gave Hunt Anderson
Security Consulants to use on a secgrity job for Hughes in ILas Vegés,

| Colson mentioned a July 10 memo from Lakowski (phonetic) of
the CIA to files. The memo stated that Bennett said that he had
a backdoor contact with Edward Bennett Williams and if the CIA appro:
Bennett will_feed- information- to- him to~get“the-heat7shif£ed-away
ffomfthé:CIA?to<the:White.House.and*Colson;.ThiSimemo went!: to: Helms,
wﬁpgesiﬁitialsrappgarfqnﬁittrColSon{s:lawyer; KénxAdams,,saidithatt
williams-asked?things: i thescivillsnit-dépositions=that hescoulds
Sﬁly:gavér1éarned3fréﬁQﬁéﬁnettzjggiré§;§blé;;Aaams:séidiﬁﬁétru'
Williams*firstﬁqqestibnﬁtOuHunthwas:whéthér*HUnt+hadfggne=£o-
Chappaquiddiék'tOTinterviéw Déﬁdtt: Colson-had testifiéd’ about-this-
before..the grand jury but does. not believe Williams got it from
Silbertror:Glanzer;.

Colson1referredito¢ailist.of:Plumbers;éctivities*which”had-

been_shownﬁto_himﬁby;the:?BII Theémemo/liéttwasvdétedfAugusg

31-717and-listed-the: projects-which*were:-being. undertaken by the

plumbers: . One-item had’been:blacked:out:. At the:zpoint:Colson's:

lawyers: told. the FBI_that.Colson .was-a-défendant=in the case, the FE

withdrew the document and:terminated the interview. Colson's: lawyer

made- handwrittennotes of-the-list which-he will: supply to:me..

Sen;.Weicker:inqqired;ofLColson'sL knowledgezof :meetings=
Justice..Colson believed ithe:CIA WaS"into;thegoperation;.par£icular]
pre—conventicnitime;—-funnelling~informa£ionwto;Mardian-.ColsonJ
referredito-the :July '1liand®12,.1971!San Clemente meetings where
Mardian:flew out :with Dean: Ehrlichman calleé‘Colson and told him
é;Spéciaizunit:wassbeing;éet;up headed by Kiogh and_that:Hunt was.
to-be:-detailed to:it ., Krogh brought %iddy into operation, Files-
show CIA was making information concerning radicals available to
Krogh and Mardian,

Colson mentioned the name of A.J . Wellston Smyth(?), who wa:

a friend of Shapiro's and had advance knowledge of the Watergate



break-in. Colson said Smyth had done some debugging work for him
(this may need clarification), i
Colson said Seymour Huéh had the CIA story plus much more
back in January of 1974, Hush called Colson and told him that
Colby had spentltwo hours'in his office confirming everything., This
was during the ﬁime of the meetings Colson was having with Haig
~and=Buzhardt, -
| 'Colson;saidd hé:coulaigg$£hrougbgthé;Helmis:testimony;
atéﬁiéiéonfirmationnhea:ingséandi_EHSGEWheieihe:commiftedip?rjgry;.
v_ColSonﬁsaidiherwa;;wifh'KiSSinggr;on:Juneel4;. at+8z00:A.M..
after.the: Pentagon:-:Papers-broke, Colson-said-his-log?szshow-hes
was;withLKiésinger on Tuesday.th#lSthuaﬁdiheeisnsure'henwas_witht
Kissiﬁéer;ongMonday; Colson*said'KiSSingér was going through the
éeiliﬁge~thatAKissinger;was:almosﬁ;irrational;_Colson:feelS:
thatithe:eﬁiS'something.more{deep and. personal_to Henry?Kissinger
than "the —.covers:f.whi;c':h:'-wereﬁa_iéwn'tbyifth'esléak'—; .Colson also. told’
of-Kissinger!s'clése:refatiOnship:withiRockeféllbr:and:Kissingers
use;ofLRockefellérissfééilifieszincconducting;secretiheg@tiations-

Kissinger:was-consulting Rocky in this-area-.Colson at this time

was:=conducting dome€stic negotiations for Kissinger..



