
A
nnenberg L

etter A
 tinbuted 

'i///2
5
 

B
y M

arilyn B
erger 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

C
h
a
rle

s W
. C

o
lso

n
 h

a
s 

b
een

 id
en

tified
 as th

e m
an

 
w

ho thought up, printed and 
sen

t o
u
t a letter in

 p
raise o

f 
P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 o

n
 o

fficial 
S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t statio
n
ery

 
signed by the U

.S
. A

m
bassa-

d
o
r to

 L
o
n
d
o
n
, W

alter A
n
-

nenberg. 
C

o
lso

n
, w

h
o
 resig

n
ed

 in
 

M
arch

 as W
h
ite H

o
u
se sp

e-
cial co

u
n
sel, w

as id
en

tified
 

in
 a letter released

 y
ester-

d
ay

 fro
m

 th
e S

tate D
ep

art-
m

e
n
t to

 S
e
n
. J. F

u
lb

rig
h
t 

(D
-A

rk
.), ch

airm
an

 o
f th

e 
S

e
n
a
te

 F
o
re

ig
n
 R

e
la

tio
n
s 

C
om

m
ittee. 

A
 sim

ilar letter w
as sen

t 
to

 S
en

. T
h
o
m

as F
. E

ag
leto

n
 

(D
-M

o), w
ho had first raised 

the issue of political activity 
b
y
 a U

.S
. am

b
assad

o
r w

h
o
 

he said w
as supposed to rep-

resen
t o

u
r co

u
n
try

 in
 a n

o
n
-

p
artisan

 cap
acity

." 
In

 th
e
 le

tte
rs, M

a
rsh

a
ll 

W
rig

h
t, actin

g
 assistan

t sec-
retary

 fo
r co

n
g
ressio

n
al rel-

a
tio

n
s, sa

id
: "

W
e
 h

a
v
e
 

learn
ed

 fro
m

 A
m

b
assad

o
r 

A
n
n
en

b
erg

 th
at th

e in
itia-

tiv
e fo

r h
is letter cam

e fro
m

 
M

r. C
h
arles C

o
lS

o
n
, at th

at 
tim

e a m
em

b
er o

f th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se staff. A

m
b
assad

o
r 

A
n
n
en

b
erg

 fu
rth

er in
fo

rm
s 

u
s th

at h
e sig

n
ed

 o
n
e co

p
y
  

o
f th

e letter in
 q

u
estio

n
, an

d
 

gave it to M
r. C

olson. H
e as-

su
m

es th
at M

r. C
o
lso

n
 su

b
-

se
q
u
e
n
tly

 re
p
ro

d
u
c
e
d
 th

e
 

le
tte

r a
n
d
 a

rra
n
g
e
d
 fo

r its 
d
istrib

u
tio

n
. T

h
e
 o

rig
in

a
l 

le
tte

r w
a
s o

n
 o

ffic
ia

l D
e
-

p
a
rtm

e
n
t o

f S
ta

te
 sta

tio
n
-

ery
." 

T
h
e W

rig
h
t letters, d

ated
 

A
pril 	

30, 	
continued: 

"A
m

b
assad

o
r A

n
n
en

b
erg

 
h
a
s in

fo
rm

e
d
 u

s th
a
t h

e
 

d
o
es n

o
t k

n
o
w

 to
 w

h
o
m

 th
e 

letters an
d
 en

clo
sed

 ed
ito

ri-
als w

ere sen
t, n

o
r d

o
es h

e 
k
n
o
w

 at w
h
o
se ex

p
en

se th
e 

letters w
ere m

ailed
." 

T
h
e A

n
n
en

b
erg

 letter o
f 

F
eb

. 5
, 1

9
7
3
, w

as ad
d
ressed

 
"D

e
a
r S

ir," c
o
n
n
o
tin

g
 a

 
m

ass m
ailing, and contained 

enclosures 
o
f tw

o
 rep

rin
ts  

fro
m

 B
ritish

 n
ew

sp
ap

ers. 
T

h
e
y
 w

e
re

 c
ritic

a
l o

f 
"tren

d
ies," 	

"leftw
ingers," 

an
d
 o

f th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

-
istratio

n
 an

d
 p

raised
 w

h
at 

A
n
n
en

b
erg

 called
 M

r. N
ix

-
o
n
's "stro

n
g
 b

u
t q

u
iet lead-

ership" and "solid achieve). 
m

ent." 
W

h
e
n
 E

a
g
le

to
n
 firs

t 
ra

ise
d
 th

e
 issu

e
 w

ith
 th

e
 

S
ta

te
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t h

e
 re

-
ceived a letter fro

m
 W

rig
h
t 

d
a
te

d
 A

p
ril 6

, in
 w

h
ic

h
 

th
e
 d

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t s

a
id

: 
"A

m
b
assad

o
r A

n
n
en

b
erg

 
has indicated he decided to 
send this letter to U

. S
. citi-: 

zens either know
n to him

 or 
suggested by his friends tO

, 
call atten

tio
n
 to

 su
p
p
o
rt in

 
the U

nited K
ingdom

 for the 
P

resident's policies. H
is pur  

p
o
se w

as to
 sh

o
w

 th
at th

ere 
is in

tellig
en

t an
d
 articu

late 
su

p
p
o
rt fo

r th
ese p

o
licies in

 
im

p
o
rta

n
t se

c
tio

n
s o

f th
e
 

B
ritish press." 
T

h
a
t le

tte
r c

o
n
tin

u
e
d
: 

"W
e do not believe that A

m
-

bassador A
nnenberg's corre-

spondence constitutes a par-
tisan

 p
o
litical activ

ity
. O

n
 

the contrary the am
bassador 

w
as co

n
cern

ed
 w

ith
 callin

g
 

a
tte

n
tio

n
 to

 su
p
p
o
rt re

-
ceived fro

m
 p

o
licies o

f th
e 

U
. S

. g
o
v
ern

m
en

t It is n
o
t 

in
p
O

o
p
riate fo

r an
 am

b
as-

sador'to en
g
ag

e in
 su

ch
 co

r-
respondence." 

E
agleton, a m

em
ber of the 

S
;tate D

epaitoient appropri-
ations subcom

m
ittee, replied 

that he _ considered the re-
sponsored "inadequate." H

e  

said
 in

 a letter o
f A

p
ril 2

3
 

th
a
t h

e
 "w

o
u
ld

 h
o
p
e
 th

a
t 

th
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 I req

u
ested

 
can be obtained from

 the de-
p
artm

en
t w

ith
o
u
t reso

rtin
g
 

to a congressional investiga-
tio

n
 o

f th
e m

atter." 
T

h
e letter receiv

ed
 b

y
 E

a-
g
le

to
n
 c

o
m

p
le

te
ly

 tu
rn

e
d
 

th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t's p
o
si-

tio
n
 a

ro
u
n
d
. "L

e
t m

e
 e

x
-

p
ress m

y
 

g
en

u
in

e reg
ret," 

w
rote W

right, "that m
y ear-

lier letter to
 y

o
u
 o

f A
p
ril 

6th, w
hich w

as based on in-
form

ation relayed to the de-
partm

ent from
 L

ondon and 
o
n
 a statem

en
t 

w
hich A

m
-

bassador 
A

n
n
e
n
b
e
rg

 re
-

leased' in L
ondon, w

as nei-
th

er as co
m

p
lete n

o
r as ac-

cu
rate as , it sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
been." 

C
olson 


