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Sen. John C. Stennis (D-
Miss.), chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee,
called yesterday for legisla-
tion to curb the powers of the
Central Intelligence Agency,
as unprecedented Senate hear-
ings continued on the confir-
mation of President Nixon’s
nominee to head the CIA, Wil-
Iiam E. Colby. -

Stennis, still recuperating at
Walter Reed Hospital from
gunshot wounds suffered in a
Jan. 30 robbery, said his com-
mittee staff Thas already
started work on proposals to
revise the legislation setting
up the CIA.

He was backed by Sen.
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.), act-
ing chairman of the Armed
Services Committee, who said:

“The law has got to be
changed. We are going to
eliminate anything that will
allow the CIA to run a war,
"which they did in Laos. I¢
| would like to see them concen-
trate on intelliganee.”

After a full day of testimony
opposing Colby’s confirmation
from three former intelligence
operatives in South Vietnam
and from Rep. Robert Drinan
(D-Mass.), who said Coll?y
played “a despicable partt’.m
allowing American atrocities
in South Vietnam, Symington
announced that he would re-
call Colby to testity in open
session next week.

“The man ought to have a
chanece +to defend himself
against the charges,” said
Svmington.

But the Missouri senator in-

confirmation was not in doubt.
During Drinan’s testimony,
Sf;mington commented, “Dve
known Mr. Colby for a good
imany years. I do think he’s an
'honest, dedicated American.”
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Later, it appeared that the[
main purpose of the hearings
is to pierce the secrecy sur-
rounding the CIA. “We're try-
ing to break stuff out,” Sym.
ington said after yesterday’s
hearing.

This series of hearings has

een unprecedented in the 26-

ear history of the supersecret

IA. Colby’s appearance July
‘2 was the first time a nominee
has appeared in open session
before the Armed Services

ommittee debating his con-
irmation.

And yesterday’s hearing was
the first time opponents have
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been given a chance to testify
in public on the qualifications
of the man picked to head the
CIA.

They made the most of it.
Drinan, the first witness, ac-
cused Colby—in his former
position as CIA station chief
in Saigon and head of the paci-
fication program called Phoe- |
nix—of presiding “over a pat-
tern of total lawlessness and
absolute violation of the basic §
and fundamental norms ofE
constitutional government ink
South Vietnam.”

fassassination, from 1968 to the

Drinan, who is also a Roman

Catholic priest, said, “The
Phoenix program has brought !

Y Lﬁwf ‘I’k& VILlTUR ¢

D rcrsrovesh.

he United States has put al
f the potential political oppo-
ents of President Thieu in
jail.”

Drinan said he talked to
Colby in June, 1969, when he
visited Saigon on a study team
on religious and political free-
dom, and found the CIA offi-
cial uncooperative. !

Although Colby conceded
that the number of political
prisoners had increased as the
pacification program grew, he;
refused to take any responsi-
bility for violations of the
South Vietnamese constitution |
or for allegations of torture
and brutality in the prisons,
Drinan said.

“He was responsible for the
sweeping injustices done to{
thousands of South Vietna-
mese,” Drinan charged.

Colby’s nomination was also
{opposed by Paul Sakwa, the
former head o S spies
Fn South Vietnam, who called
Colby  “an  uncontrollable
agent” who “slanted intelli-

ence, submitted misinforma-
tion and permitted United
States funds to be used in rig-;
ging the 1961 election in South |
Viefnam.” ;

“oxm o aets with a certainf
flamhoyance which is typicai i
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1l spy groupj ... wuo i a
kind of clique in the agency,”
said Sakwa, who is no longer
with the CIA.
David S. Harrington, a for-
méT Marine paciﬁéz?f?on offi-
cer in Vietnam, and K, Barton
Osborn, a former Army infelli-
| g8Tee “Operative in Vietnam,
'also testified against Colby on
the basis of his connection |
with the Phoenix program. !
“That program,” said Os-
born, “has been one of contin-
ed illegal practices, including
0ss examples of torture and

ipresent.”

! While Colby ran the pro-
igram, he continued, “the inhu-

¥

mmane practices not only con-
itinued but increased.”

While Symington and his
fellow committee members ap-
peared unimpressed with the|
criticism of Colby, they re- |
acted favorably to portion of|
Drinan’s testimony calling for!
greater control over the CIA. |

The CIA, said Symington, |
“has gone beyond its : Txarter.i
But I don’t want to take it out
on an individual.” i

He promised a more thor-|
ough oversjzht of the CIA by |
the Senate committee, and!

p1a Tne ageucy o luniing
clandestine wars or engiging
in any domestic spying opera-
tions.
Stennis wrote: :
“The experience of the CIA
in Laos, as well as the -more
recent disclosures of matters
here at home, have caused me
to definitely conclude that the
(entire CIA act should be, en-
!tirely reviewed.” o
| He said the committee staff
‘has already started the review,
‘and promised that hearings
would be held on the propesed
changes. i
Symington said the commit-
tee will meet in executive ses-
sion Monday to discuss' any
possible CIA involvement in
the secret bombing of Cambo-
dia. Staff members said ‘no
vote will be taken on Colby’s
nomination after he appears
again.
Symington refused to say if



Colby would be questioneu on
any matters brought to him by
Watergate special prosecutor
Archibald Cox, who spent an
hour with the senator Thurs-
day. Neither man would reveal
the subject of the meeting,
which ivas held at Cox’s re-
quest.



