C hOtiner Defends !
Political Spying

§1if73
President 'Nixon’s re-elec-
ion campaign paid journalists
or secret reports on his Dem-
cratic rivals “for almost two

ears before the 1972 election,
urray M. Chotiner said yes-
erday.

* Chotiner, a longtime politi-
cal associate of Mr. Nixon and
a former White House aide,
said he had Rired.an unnamed
repokter-Sin.carly. 197149 be-
&in.monitoring Mr. Nixon’s po- |
tential challepgers. f

‘When that man “got another;
assignment” in journalism in|
the fall of 1972, he was re-|
placed by Lucianne Cummings |

Goldberg, the $1,000-a-week
“spy” on Gen. George Me-
Govern’s campaign, whose

identity was revealed Sunday.

Chotiner, who said in a tele-
phone interview there was
“nothing underhanded or ille-
gal” about the arrangement, |
said he would be glad to turn
over the reports he received
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from his two informants to the
Senate Watergate investigat-
ing committee.

But he said he
“rather not” identify his origi-
nal agent. “It doesn’t make a
bit of difference to me, but
he’s a newspaperman now, and
I think it’s up to him,” Cho-

would .

tiner said. :
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heir off hours,” he said. “We

SPY, From Al
ranted to know what the can-

He added that when the

man worked for him, from |@rowds were, what their reac-

{ include several $1,000 checks

|
i for
idate was saying, how big the!

“travel expenses” and
“survey expenses” and one $5,-

early 1971 until Labor Day of | ion was—anything and every-IOOO check for “reimbursement

1872, “he was not covering for ﬁﬁlbhsh if it had the space.”

a particular newspaper, so | Chotiner said he paid the in-
there was no conflict of inter-!!formants from his own funds
est or dual role.” ;and was reimbursed by the
Y Committee for the Re-election
Mr§. Goldberg,. 2 for.meryof the President. He said the
Washington public relations| fipst informant had worked on
woman, represented herself to!an “on and off basis, hopping
MeceGovern campaign aides as| from candidate to candidate”
a free-lance journalist plan-iduring the Democratic prima-
ning a book on the cam-|ries, and said he did not know
paign. She confirmed over the! What the total cost of the two-
weekend that, in fact, her job!vear surveillance had been.
was to phone daily reports! The Finance Committee to
from the’ McGovern plane to: Re-elect the President re-
Chotiner’s secretary. ' ported $22,357 in payments to
Chotiner said that he paid Chotiner between April 7 and
Mrs. Goldberg and her anony- November 29, 1972.
mous predecessor $1,000 a Chotiner,a lawyer who had
week, plus all expenses, for managed several of Mr. Nix-
the work, but said he was on’s early campaigns in Cali-
% “definitely not looking for fornia, was officially described
_ dirty stuff” on the President’sfas the part-time “director of
" opposition. : Iballot security” for the 1972
& “We couldn’t.care less what race.
those people were doing in. Reported payments to him

thing any newspaper would ]

iof travel and consultants.”

Chotiner said Mrs. Goldberg
and her unnamed predecessor
were the only persons he em-
ployed to report on opposition
candidates. He denied a pub-
lished report that he also had
agents covering Vice Presi-
dent Agnew and Democratic

vice-presidential candidate
Sargent Shriver.
The press secretaries of

those two campaigns Victor
Gold and ‘Burt Hoffman, said
they had no indication that
Chotiner agents were among
the press parties traveling
with them. ~

Mrvs. Goldberg said she did
not know the name of
predecessor but “assumed
somebody else had becn 1
it,” because the procedure for
calling in her reports under

the code name of “?“hagmg n's
Friepg” seemed ell estab-
1shed.
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