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Ni%on, filed a $3 million li-

be} suit today against the

Manchester, N.H., Union .
Leader for a story that |

linked Chotiner to the
Watergate affair.

The suit, filed in U.S. Dis-
triet Court, also names as a
defendant the author of the
stafy, reporter Arthur C.
Egan Jr. The suit claims the
story falsely reported that
Chotiner had “organized
thrlee separate pohtlcal espi-
onage -sabotage teams” in-
cliding one that “was
caught in the now famous
Watergate Caper.”

Chotiner’s complaint al-
leges the copyrighted story
of April 27 was intended “to
destroy his [Chotiner’s] rep-
utation, to damage and de-
stroy his professional prac-
tice of the law ... and to
falsely hold him up to pub-
lic ridicule, disgrace and

scandal.”

William Loeb, publisher
of ithe Union Leader could
not be reached for comment.
He-is out of the country, a

spokesman for the paper |

said.

Egan commented, “I stand
on,;my story, the material
for’ which was collected
from personal contact with
allthe people named in the
story or their representa-
tives.” .

The suit notes that the ar-
ticle contends -~ “Chotiner
‘contrived an  ingenious
plajy’ to collect large sums
of money from ‘gambling in-
terests in Las Vegas and
from money diverted from
then pension fund of the In-
ternational Teamsters Union
as a secret fund from' which
to finance the alleged crimi-
nal conspiracy.

‘The innuendo intended
and understood by this pub-
lication was that plaintiff is
a master criminal who de-
veloped an illegal scheme to
finance the alleged criminal
conspiracy, and it is wholly
false,” the suit charges.

The suit also denied that
oq,se contribution of $175-
000 was given to Chot1n91
by, Teamsters President
Fragnk Fitzsimmons” and
that it ¢ “was not reported on
Nixon’s \ampalgn lists but
was kept in a secret fund
maintained by Chotiner.”

The complaint stated- “the
1nnuendo intended and un-
derstood by this ... was
thal plaintiff had received
an fillegal pélitical - contrib-
utlen which had been ille-

gally secreted by Nixon, and

that he used the monies to
pay-for criminal activities of
political espionage and saho-

tage, and it is wholly false.”
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