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KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., Jan. 
29 — The White House an-
nounced today that President 
Nixon's appointments secre-
tary will be leaving the admin-
istration, but denied that his 
departure had anything to do 
with political espionage activ-
ities. 

Presidential press secretary 
Ronald L. Ziegler said that 
Dwight L. Chapin, 32, would 
be quitting the White House 
this spring to accept a "very 
fine business offer." Ziegler 
said that neither presidential 
assistant H. R. Haldeman nor 
anyone else in the administra-
tion had requested Chapin to 
leave. 

"Dwight Chapin was not 
asked to leave the administra-
tion, and any decision to leave 
is his own," Ziegler said. 

The White House press sec-
retary branded as "incorrect, 
unfounded and untrue" a story 
in The New York Times which 
said that Chapin was being 
forced out because he had 
been named in newspaper dis-
closures as the contact man 
for Donald H. Segretti, a Cali-
fornia attorney who said he 
played a major role in Repub-
lican efforts to disrupt Demo-
cratic primaries and engage 
in espionage against Demo-
cratic presidential candidates. 

On Oct. 15 The Washington 
Post reported that Chapin act- 
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ed as a "contact" in Washing-
ton for Segretti's spying activ-
ities, according to federal 
sources and a sworn statement 
by a California lawyer who 
was a friend of both Chapin 
and Segretti. 

In addition, the sources said 
—and numerous telephone 
calls confirmed—that Segretti 
had regular contact with for-
mer White House consultant 
E. Howard Hunt Jr. Hunt 
pleaded guilty earlier this 
month to all charges against 
him in the Watergate bugging 
case. 

Time maazine reported—and 
The Washington Post con-
firmed—that Segretti was paid 
about $35,000 for his spying 
activities by Herbert W. Kalm-
bach, President Nixon's per-
sonal attorney in California. 

Time magazine also later 
reported that Chapin had ac-
knowledged he hired Segretti. 
It is known that Chapin told 
the FBI that he never asked 
Segretti to ,do anything il-
legal. 

Even before today's White 
House announcement, a high 
White House official in Wash-
ington, discussing reports of 
Chapin's departure, said that 
"a second grader could see 
what's happened. Of course it's 
the Watergate business. We'll 
never say that . . . Dwight's 
one of the finest." 

The official said Chapin is 
personally looked on with 
great favor by President 
Nixon, but that Chapin "got 
caught in the middle." 

According to the official, 
there has been "serious talk" 
about Chapin leaving for sev-
eral months, and several busi-
nessmen close to the White 
House realized the situation 
and have offered positions of 
high pay and great responsi-
bility to Chapin. 

The official said that The 
New York Times report that 
Chapin is being "forced out" 
by Haldeman is "too strong." 
He indicated that it was more  

a mutual understanding to 
avoid possible embarrassment. 
According to the official, Cha-
pin did not want to leave but 
accepts the "realities" and is 
now looking on the brighter 
side. 

Just as Haldeman is regard-
ed as the President's alter 
ego, carrying out the his or-
ders with energy and dispatch, 
Chapin has been regarded as 
Haldeman's alter ego. 

A brisk, efficient and per-
sonable aide, Chapin not only 
has handled the President ap-
pointments schedule u n d e r 
Haldeman's supervision b u t 
has carried out such important 
assignments as the advance 
work for the Chinese and Rus-
sion trips. 

One White House aide told 
a Washington Post reporter 
last year that Chapin is "a 
super loyalist" and is "super-
dedicated" to the President, 
believing that he will "go down 
in history as the greatest liv-
ing President." 

Chapin first worked for Mr. 
Nixon in the unsuccessful Cali-
fornia gubernatorial campaign 
of 1962, and then went to 
work for Haldeman at the J. 
Walter Thompson advertising 
agency. 

Chapin declined to accept 
telephone call from newsmen 
today. 

At the Forida press briefing 
today, Ziegler dismissed an in- 
quiry about Chapin's relation-
ship with Segretti as "a quest-
ion from the past' a n d 
refused to discuss it. He did 
say, though, that Chapin's 
effectiveness at the White 
House had not been hampered 
by the publicity surrounding 
the Watergate affair. 

Chapin and Ziegler were 
college friends at the Univer-
sity of Southern California, 
and the White House press 
secretary said he had talked 
personally with Chapin many 
times about his plans. Ziegler 
said Chapin had "received a 
number of very fine offers 
from a number of very fine 
companies" and indicated that 
this was the motivation for his 
decision. 

"He made the decision to 
leave because he decided this 
was the time to move to a busi-
ness career," Ziegler said. 
Ziegler spent several minutes 

lauding Chapin's "fine contri-
bution to the presidency" and 
deploring the news account 
that he was forced to leave. At 
One point Ziegler interrupted 
his comments about Chapin to 
say: 

"Some people in this room 
are looking at each other with 
a skeptical eye .. . that is very 
unfortunate." 
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