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WASHINGTON, July 18—A
Federal district judge asked the
White House today to reiease
a broad spectrum of private;
documents and transcripts or
tape recordings pertaining to
“activist organizations.” .
The names of such organi-
zations were not specified by
Judge Charles R. Richey, apart
from the Center on Corporate
Responsibility, the organization
involved in the court action
before him.

Deputy Assistant -Attorney
General Richard M. Roberts
told Judge Richey that the
White House intended to in-
voke the doctrine of “execu-
tive privilege” and deny the
public release of this informa-
tion. . .

Judge Richey.replied that, if
necessary, he would formally
order the White House to pro-
duce these documents, al-
though he said he hoped a for-
mal constitutional confronta-
ton could be avoided.

The center, a public interest
group, is suing the Federal
Government to obtain tax-
exempt status, which is says
was denied because of “Whlteg
House pressure.” |

White House Silent

The words “pressure from
the White House” werehand-
written on an application form
for the tax exemption that was’
denied by the Internal Revenue
Service. A photographic copy
of the form was introduced in-
to the court record.

A White House spokesman
said that there would be “no
comment” on Judge Richey’s
request. The judge gave the

documents.
Attorneys for the center told
the court today that they wishe

to obtain material to determine
the source of any such pres-
sure, including possible Presi-
dential conversations with sub-
ordinates.
Judge Richey said from

the bench that he had com-
municated with Archibald Cox,
the special Watergate prosecu-
tor, concerning possiblecrimin-
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justice department 10 days to|
prepare an answer to the mo-|i
tion for an order to release the|:

al violations in connection with
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any such pressure. The judge
said that, if necessary, he would
ask the Justice Department and
Chief Judge John J. Sirica to
convene a grandjury to ex-

amine any criminal aspects of| "

the case.
Dean Testimony Cited

The immediate basis for the
request to examine the White
House “documents, memoran-
da, notes, and other writings”
was the testimony by the for-
mer White House counsel, John
W. Dean 3d, before the Senate
Watergate committee. Accord-
ing to the documents submitted
today, Mr. Dean said that there
were ‘“at the very least at-
tempts by the White House to
develop and foster a hostile at-
mosphere at te Internal Rev-
enue Service toward a class
of organizations” in which the
center is included.

Judge Richey said today that

- |his decision not to sign a for-

mal court crder was not an
attempt to sidestep the issue.

“It’s time someone met this|

issue Jof executive privilege]
head-on,” he said, He added,

“I want to give the White|'

House an opportunity to say,
KYeS-) ”»

Mr. Roberts said that, before
arriving in court this afternoon,
he telephoned a “counsel at
the White House.” He added, “I

am faced with an impoundment i

order—a claim of privilege

of the executive issued by the
President, No one else is al-|
lowed to see those files. I can-|
not look at those files. If an |
order is issued in this court to|
[produce it, we will invoke ex-
’ecutivq privilege regarding
those files.”
Lecture From Bench

The traditional doctrine of
executive privilege holds that
the President has the power
to keep internal documents se-
cret to protect the orderly
functioning of the Government.

In_an extended lecture to
Mr. Roberts, Judge Richey
heatedly disagreed with th-e,
concept of withholding docu-
ments. He noted that Mr. Dean,
In preparing to testify before
the Senate committee, had been’
glve access to some Whiyte[
House files. |

“If you allowed Mr, Dean |
to examine them, you shouid!
allow the plaintiffs an equal |
right to so examine,” Judge
Richey said, addressing, as
court sources noted, the White |
House indirectly through Mr. |
Roberts. “What ‘is good for the
goose is good for the gander.”
- “This court has the respon- |
sibility of the administration of
justice,” judge Richey con-
cluded, “I want to tell you
and you can tell the people in
the White House, this judge
iIs willing to entertain an ap-
|plication by the plaintiffs to ex-
‘amine the files. So, 1 am re-
questing you to call the White
House and ask them to volun.
tarily cooperate to make avail-
able any and all documents re-
lating to the issues as you now
know them to be. I don’t care
where you go, including the
President.”




