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Haldeman
Denies Role

In Coverup

N.Y. Times Service

Washington

H. R. Haldeman, once -

President Nixon’s closest
aide, denied “categorical-
ly” yesterday that he had
participated in a Water-
gate coverup.

But Senators John O.
Pastore and John L. Me-
Clellan, two of those who
questioned Haldeman for
more than two hours ves-
terday, said they are skep-
tical about some of his ve-
marks.

Hafdeman, the White
House chief of staff until he
resigned because of Water-
gate disclosures, testified in
closed session before the
Senate appropriations sub-
committee on intelligence
operations. 4

. He also read a brief state-
ment to newsmen .but re-
fused to answer questions.

STATEMENT

He began his statement by
saying, “I can categorically
state — and would like to —
that at no time nor in any
way did I suggest, partici-
pate in any coverup of the
Watergate investigation.”

He went on to declare, I
neither asked the CIA to
particiapte in any Watergate
‘coverup, nor did I ever sug-
gest that the CIA take any
responsibility for the Water-
gate break-in.”

Haldeman concluded his
statement as follows:

“I believe all of my ac-
tions were proper, in accord
with the President’s instrue-

ions and clearly in the na-
gional interest. Beyond that,
I have nothing further to say
at this time on this matter.”

EHRLICHMAN

According to senators who
were at the hearing, Halde-
man’s testimony, for the
most part, paralleled that
given Wednesday by John D.
Ehrlichman, the Presi-
dent’s former adviser on
domestic affairs.

The senators reported
what Senator John O. Pas-
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tore (Dem-R.I.) called
“glaring inconsistencies”
between the testimony of the
two White House aides and
that of CIA officials ques-
tioned by the subcommittee
over the last three weeks.

The basic conflict is over
what was said at a White
House meeting on June 23
that was called on President
Nixon’s orders. Atthe meet-
ing were Haldeman, Ehr-
lichman, Richard Helms,
CIA director, and Helms’
deputy Lieutenant General
Vernon Walters.

ORDER

General Walters told con-
gressional committees ear-
lier this month that he had
been ordered by Haldeman
to try to get the FBI to stop
investigating Mexican as-
pects of the Watergate case.

At that point, the bureau
was looking into the manner
in which $89,000 had been

- passed from the President’s

“re-election committee
through a Mexican bank into
the hands of the Watergate
burglars.

Walters ' said that he was
supposed to tell L. Patrick
Gray III, then acting direc-
tor of the FBI, that further
investigation could compro-
mise certain CIA activities
and resources in Mexico.

~ VERSION

Haldeman, in his state-
ment yesterday, gave his
version of the conversation
at the meeting as follows:

“General Walters was
asked to meet with Director
Gray fo insure that any re-
lated . covert operations of
the CIA or any unrelated na-
tional security activities
which had been previously
undertaken by some of the
Watergate principals not be

j were accurate,

compromised in the process
of the Watergate investiga-
tion and the attendant pub-
licity and political furor.

“This was done with no in-
tent or desire to impede or
cover up an aspect of the
Watergate investigation it-
self. ‘Any other actions taken
or Suggestions made by oth-
ers were without my knowl-
edge and without the kpewl-
edge of the President.”

INCREDULOUS

Senator John L. McClel-
Tan, the subcommittee’s
chairman, noted the “very
substantial conflict” and
seemed incredulous about
some of Haldeman’s testi-
ony. For example, McClel-
an said he could not under-
stand why, if their stories
Haldeman
and Ehrlichman had not
simply asked Helms wheth-
er CIA operations would be

- endangered.

McClellan noted that on
June 22 — the day before the

"White House meeting —

Helms had told Gray that
the CIA was not involved in
the Watergate burglary and
that CIA operations in Mexi-
co would not he endangered

H. R. HALDEMAN
He pointed to Dean

by the FBI investigation.

McClellan said that he had
asked Haldeman about that

‘conversation and that Halde-

man’s answer was “some-
what vague” and “not en-

i

tirely satisfactory.”

“It seemed to me —andI
want to be absolutely fair —
it seemed to me that if the
purpose of it was to find out
about any involvement of
the CIA or any adverse re-
sults to it by reason of con-
tinuation -of this investiga-
tion, they had Helms there
and they could have asked
him directly.”

REASON
i Haldeman’s testimony
also brought out an addition-
al reason for President Nix-
on’s concern that CIA opera-
tions might be jeopardized
by the Watergate investiga-
tion. The former presiden-

tial aide told the subcommit- -
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tee, according to McClellan,
that CIA activities related tof
the Bay of Pigs invasion!
might be affected.
McClellan and Pastore
said Haldeman had not
made clear how the FBI in-
vestigation could have been
related to the abortive
CIA-sponsored invasion of
Cuba in 1962 although some
of those who participated in
the Bay of Pigs invasion had
also participated in the
break-in of the Democratic
national headquarters.
Pastore remarked after-
ward that he found the Bay
of Pigs connection to the

|

, Watergate investigation “a

little farfetched.”

Haldeman seemed to try
to attribute any Watergate
coverup to John W. Dean
IIT, former counsel to the
President, who was dis-
missed on April 30, the day
Haldeman and Ehrlichman
resigned.

Haldeman said that Dean
had first suggested the pos-
sibility of CIA involvement
in the Watergate burglary
and that it was because of
Dean’s suggestion that the
meeting was called with
Helms and General Walters.



