Report of
Pressure to
Implicate CIA

Washington
§ $¢ V‘g&{"\
mes W, McCord Jr. has
tuid federal investigators
hat he and other defend-
nts were subjected to
‘intense pressure” on the
] » of their trial to claim
#he hugeing of Democrat-
{c  headguarters was &
- Central Intelligence Agen-
aperation.
ihe Los Angeles Times
wid  yesterday that
ord, in a five-page me-
morandum given to authori-
¢laimed this planned
defense was abandoned De-
‘guse he strenuously object-
tg it as a retired 19-year
A veteran.
“One defense lawyer in the
\ fefiising to be identi-
said such a defense

conspirator

R i TR

fed 15
. discussed ‘‘on a prelimi-

basis” at twoe or three
tings ‘of all defense at-
neys. He conceded that
ord was opposed, but
sniad that this was the rea-
the planwas dropped.
REASONS
; fie lawyer, saying six of
" Jthe seven Watergate defen-
“Kdnnis had worked for the
("TA. added that there *‘abso-
iuiely” were reasons beyond
that for asserting the CIA
was: involved.

" Asked for the reasons, he
said: ““I don't care to go into
"that,™

McCord gave a different

picture in his memo, which

lal

i

)
¥

was a

IS UnQerswoa w
subiitted to the Senate’s
speeial commiitee on Water-
gate, to afederal grand jury
and te chief U.S. District
Judge Jobn J. Sirica.

“Intense pressure was ap-
plied on some of the defen-
dants to falsely claim for
purposes of a defense during
the trial in January, 1973.
that the Watergate operatmn
CIA operation,”
MeCord’'s memo said.

“This would have had the
effect of clearing the Com-

mittee for the Re-Election of -
' the President and the White

House of responsibility for

the operation.”

BURGLARY

McCord's memo follows
the disclosure of grand jury
testimony by his fellow.con-
sp.xdfar E. Howard Hunt
:that the CIA supplied
dxsguzses and equipment
used in the burgiary of Dan-

iel Ellsberg’s Beverly Hills .

psychiatrist Sept. 3, 1971
McCord has told asso-
ciates he has no knowledge

nave been

of the Elisbe
glary His n
peéars to
fend the e
which he

in highregard.

In the documew
does not speci (¢
of the pressu fege
brought * o
some of the
implicate the ClA He <ai
however, that Hunt —alsoa’

Me¢

ord

CIA vetera a

bitter” a b out Mcbsrd's

rejection of thi¢ defens :

strategy. ¥
McCord said ™ that “ait

- iwo meetings with ?{:% }aw

$hio clind, v

ver at whirh
was iz SCLISs Wil
pletely convineced
White House was belind b
idea and i
been present ed and that th
Whlle }fi}’iuﬁ Was  tutning
ruthless and would d
ever was politically >
iefit at any one psu.w».uda «
point in time to anc
its own ends.”
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